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INTHODUCTORY NOTICE. 



The following narrative first appeared in Black- 
wood's Magazine. It there attracted general attention, 
as bcinf the most brilliant, and at the same time, the 
fullest and most connected account yet given of the 
campaign in the Crimea. Written on the spot, hy an 
officer of rank in the British army, and while each 
event was fresh in the writer's mind, it places the 
reader almost in the position of an eye-witness of the 
scenes narrated. The stylo is admirable for its clear- 
ness, vivacity, and pictorial quality ; the various scenes 
stand out before the eye as if they had been painted 
upon canvas. The merits of the work are in every 
respect so striking, that the publishers have felt that 
they would be rendering no small service by collecting 
it from the pages of the Magazine and presenting it to 
the American public in a permanent and attractive 
form. 

The author is commonly reported, by the Enghsh 
journals, to be Major E. Bruce Hamley ; his name has 
accordingly been placed upon the title page. Major 
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Hamley is better tnown as the author of " Lady Lee'a 
Widowhood," which waa published in Blackwood seve- 
ral years since, and was afterward reprinted in a 
separate form to meet the popular demand. Those 
who have read that fascinating story, will need nothing 
else to induce them to peruse this more esciting, he- 
cause real, Story of the War. 

Some information of a personal nature comrauni- 
cated by the author to the editor of Blackwood, may 
properly be introduced here. In a letter dated, " Camp 
before Sebastopol, Oct. 27, 1854," he writes thus : — 
" The account of the operations is brought down to tho 
occupation of Balaklava, leaving the siege to fiU a 
paper by itself. You should have had it two mails ago, 
but I was prostrated just as I began to write, at the 
very end of September, by a severe attack of jaundice, 
a disorder that has been very prevalent, so that nothing 
is more common than to meet a feUow with a face like 
a cowslip or a bachelor's button. Interruptions to my 
writing of course have been frequent. Alarms of 
attack, mostly false, generally turn us out once in 
twenty-foui hours, often by night. » * w 

Yesterday, as I was writing the last chapter, there was 
an alarm of a sortie in force from the garrison, con- 
firmed by a tremendous fire of musketry in our front. 
Taking the nearest battery of our divisionj the colonel 
and I marched it to the front, and came iuto action 
with the guns of the second division, which occupies 
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the heights in front of «s. The EusBians, eight 
thousand in number, under Prince Grortschahoff, were 
advancing upon U9 in columns with skirmishers in 
front, but our guns, whose practice was really beauti- 
fully accurate, made them all seek shelter, and our 
skirmishers pressing on, drove them into the town, with 
a loss, it is said, of five hundred. Our own loss was 
seventy killed and wounded. Carts of wounded Eus- 
aians are constantly coming in." 

In another letter dated, " Camp before Sehastopol, 
Dec. Tth," he writes : — " Several days that I have set 
apart for writing up, have been spent in the saddle. 
Could I have managed it, you should have had the 
account of the battle of the 5th ; but the divisions of 
the army are scattered at such a distance from me — 
several miles — that I have been unable to collect the 
information necessary for accuracy in describing the 
events of the day, and I was too much occupied myself 
to see all that passed, being in the thick of it, as you 
wdl believe when I wiU tell you that my horse, receiv- 
ing three wounds, was killed by a cannon-shot, which 
passed through him behind my leg ; and a poor 
sergeant, in the act of extricating me, had his thigh 
carried away by another. It was a gloomy but a glori- 
ous business. The cannonade, far more tremendous 
than at Ahna, lasted, almost without intermission, for 
more than nine hours." 

It is seldom that the sword and pen are both 
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fully wielded by the same band ; more Beldom lias it 
occurred that the soldier has become the worthy his- 
torian of his own achievements. The Anabasis of 
Xenophon, in Grecian, the Commentaries of C^sar, in 
Koman, and Napier's History oftJte Peninsular War, in 
Enghsh literature, are perhaps the only illustrious 
exceptions to this remark. But these celebrated histo- 
ries were written during a period of repose, when ample 
opportunity was afforded for elaborate composition. 
The present narrative is the only military history that 
has come forth all rounded and finished with the graces 
of elegant scholarship from the very midst of the iron 
storm and the carnage of the battle-field. It is one of 
the significant iUustrations of the spirit of the age. 

Should the life of the gallant author be spared amid 
the manifold perils of his situation, the sequel of this 
stirring drama will be given to the world in due season. 
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STORY OF THE CAMPAIGN. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE RENDEZVOUS, 



DnBiNG the montlia of April and May tlie Allied Army con- 
tinued to arrive by installments in tbe Bospliorus. On thi-ir way 
they tad most of them halted at Malta. Those who came in 
steam-vesaels made a swift and pleasant voyage, surrounded by 
every lu.\ury a traveler can hope ior. The vi^ts to the palai-es 
of the Knights, and the churches of the city — ^the novel and 
striking aspect of the harbors and fortifications — the subsequent 
voyage throngb the Egean — the view of the plains of Troy, 
dotted with the sepulchral mounds of classic heroes— the pas- 
sage of the Dardsneiles — and the gay scenery of Constantinople, 
contributed to give the expedition rather the air of a pleasure 
excursion than of tlie advance of an army. 

The halt at Scutari, so far from the scene of action, was ren- 
dered endurable to all but the moat impatient spirits, by the 
curious scenes of the Turkisli capital, and the magnificent land- 
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16 STORY OF THE CAMPAIOB. 

Bcapes disclosed at every bend of the Bosphorus. A vast quad- 
rangular barrack, capable of accommodaling a small army in its 
numerous cliambers, and of affording ample space to assemble 
the occupants on parade within the oblong enclosed by the four 
walls of the building, was made orer to the English. The regi- 
ments not lodged here were encamped on the grassy plains be- 
hind. A steamer plied across the strait every hour f jr the eofl 
YonieBce of the troops; and tho'!e'« ho happened to miss it found 
means of passage in the numerous caiques which, gaily caned 
ajid painted, and of peruharly graceful shape, danced every 
where on the clear water, propelli d some by one some by two, 
handsome Greeks in red skull cap and i\hite tunic The baik 
gi'oimd to these graceful figure? was lo^cfnllT pleasant to the 
eye, whether formed by the wjhit bull lings of the Lity gleaming 
amid the dark clumpa of tree" or by the tanks of the tea. 
river, covered with the '«)ft leathery foliage amii nhich blank 
cypresses stood stiffly up varied by the pink blo=som'^ of the 
peach and apple, and the purple elu&ters of the Judas tree 
■while close to the waters edge extended a line of redroolel, 
pmnted, wooden houses, many of them decaying, but picturesque 
in their decay. 

In the mean time the Eu'i'iians hal crossed the Danube and 
laid siege to Silistria, wtnh was expected tj fdH, tcr the fortress 
was neither regular nor strong and the besieging force was dis 
proportionately great. ConsLquently the original plan of the 
campaign remained as yet unchangel This was, to fortify 
Gallipoli, in order to prevent the Rus^ans (who might, after 
turning the left of the Tuik*; have advauLed to the Cheiscnese) 
from closing the passage of the Dirdanclles anl t"> intrench 
the neck of the isthmus in -nliKh Constant njple stanla so that, 
should the Russians defeat the Turks sjuth of the Balkan the 
capital might still he eavt 1 from the m^ aJer A"; the end f jr 
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whicli these works were designed has never been fulfilled, and 
they have ceased to be objects of interest, a detailed account of 
them is unnecessaiy. 

Contrary to expectation, Silistria continued to bold out, and, at 
the request of Omer Pasha, an English divisiou was lauded at 
Tama early in Juue, The Russians being checked in their rapid 
advance, the line of the Balkan might now be held, and the 
fortresses of ShumJa and Varna covered, when the enemy should 
turn upon them after taking Silistria, which, though marvelously 
defended, was still considered as doomed to fall. The rest of the 
English army, including the greater part of the brigade left in 
Gallipoli, followed the Light Division to Varna, and was dis- 
tributed on the heights south of Vama Bay, and at various 
points on and near the Shumla road, Devna, Aladyn, and Mon- 
astic; places which, though sun'ounded by landscapes pictur- 
esquely grand, will long live drearily in the remembrance of the 
British army in Turkey, 

Foiled in their repeated attacks on Silistria, and sutTering 
terribly from disease and want, the enemy made one final grand 
assault, and, when repulsed, withdrew across the Danube. It 
was now expected that the AlKea would push on ; but for this 
tliey were not prepared. Overrating the resources of the enemy 
fi>Dm the beginning, an advance into the Principalities does not 
seem to have entered into their calculations. Various reasons 
for our inactivity were circulated; the commissariat could not 
supply us on the march ; there was no transport for the reserve 
ammunition; we were waiting to see what Austria would do. 
Leaving diplomatists to attaeh a value to the last reason, I may 
say, that the commissariat would probably, if tbey had been 
called on, have found means to supply the army, but that the 
want of animals to carry the ammunition formed a more serious 
obstacle. The French, indeed, sent a division into the Dobrud- 
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18 STORT OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

seha, but it rejoined the army wittout other result tliaii a fearful 
loss of men. from the malaria of those pestilent swamps. 

A new and terrihly prominent feature of the campaign now 
disclosed itself. Toward the end of July the cholera broke out 
at Varna, and in a few days the hospitak were filled with cases. 
Some of the transports lost many men in a few hours, and were 
ordered to cruise outside the bay, in hopes of evading the pes- 
tilence. Changes of site seemed of no avail to the troops, and 
not a day passed, in any quarter, without the ghastly spectacle 
of many men, vicfima either to cholera or fever, being bomo 
through the camp, sewed in their blankets, to be laid in the 
earth. At this time the troops were bnsily employed in manu- 
facturing gabions and fascines from the brushwood which every 
where covers the face of the country. Iluge piles of these were 
collected on the south side of Varna bay ; the sippers were busy 
running out temporary piers ; the transports rem'nniL? m the 
Bosphorus were ordered up ; and every thmg pointed to the 
speedy fulfillment of what had become, since the repulse of the 
Russians at Silistria proved the Turks capable of holding the 
line of the Danube single-handed, the true stritegical object of 
the campaign, viz., the invasion of the Crimea, Stores were ^c 
cumulated — rumors of speedy departure were every where re- 
peated, and th 4 h f A "11 was n hd n named as 
the day of em a k on H w 4 h pa. wi bout 

movement ; and h h h p ati ns s nti d y t all, 

except the mo t sangu ne b tn dp an cam- 

paign at so advan ed a a. n 

The First Diiision, consisting of the Guards and Highlanders, 
and two field batteries, was now encamped at Gevreckler, a 
dreary common on the heights to the right of the Shumla road 
going fiom Varna. The soil was stony, and covered with short 
wiry grass, such as geese feed on in England ; trees were thinly 
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sprinkled round the borders of the desolate pld n ( i c o t of 
the camp in any direction, howeier the pro jpct speedily be- 
came more smiling. Woods of low coppice appeared hivmir m 
fie intervals vast corn-fields, spread n^ sometimes for m les m 
every direction. Tliese were laid out ii pitches of wheit oat" 
and barley, golden with ripeness and of tall gu nea grass of 
deepest green. Amid the crojs casonallj =}r ng ti] ^ro js 
of trees of maturer growth than those in the ?urro indi ig woods 
Bulgarian peasants, in parties generally c Dn i=ting each of a man 
and two women, or young girls, were r apng in the patches of 
com ; their left hands, which grasped the stalks, being defended 
from the sictle by part of a bullock's h^rn jushed over the 
fingers. Quail were tolerably plentiful m th se tields ; and 
parties of sportsmen might be seen in all d rettions who, taking 
soldiers for beaters in the absence ot dogs advanced in line 
across the fields. A party of three generally avera;;ed about 
ten brace of quail and two or three hares m an afternoon. 
Crossing the common from Gevreckler ler pat hes of thistles 
and plowed land, the position of the 'second Civ s on was 
reached, commanding a spreading and magnifi cnt prospect. 
DistMit passages neat Shumla could be dis erntd — great woody 
hills of graceful form undulated in tumhlei confusion through 
the valleys— and on the south was seen the blue outline of the 
Balkan range. 

Such was tlio brighter ^de of the picture, affording a tem- 
porary respite from the gloomy scenes which awaited us in camp. 
Accounts of friends, last seen in health, suddenly struct down 
with disease, and then reported dead — cries from the hospital 
tents of men in the agonies of cramps — silent groups of five or 
six djg^ng, on the outskirts of the camp, receptacles for those 
who, the ri^d outline of their features and feet showing through 
the blanket-shroud, were presently borne past, followed by the 
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officer who was to read the funeral service — sales of the clothes, 
camp-equipage, and horses of those who died yesterday — such 
were the dismal sights and sounds that spread a gloom over the 
army, and doubled its impatience for action. On that melan- 
choly plain the Guards alone left seventy-two graves, many of 
which contained a double tenant. Besides the fatal cases, sick- 
ness of milder, though similar type was almost universal ; and it 
is scarcely esaggerating to state, that not more than a tenth of 
the army remained in average tealth. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



HE MOVEMENT TO THE CRIMEA 



At length cami„ the wished for order for embaikation, and the 
First Division moved, on the 23d of August, toward the sea, 
the men so enfeebled that their knapsacks were carried on pack- 
horses during even a short march of five or six miles, and lamen- 
tably different in appearance from the splendid Tegmenta who 
had marched past the Sultan on the plains of Scutari at the end 
of May. At the close of the first day's march, the artillery of 
this division halted at the base of the hills, near a Turkish vil- 
lage, so picturesque as to be worth describing. Its streets were 
green lanes, bordered by hedgerows of fine trees ; on each side 
of the lanes were gardens, and each garden contained a mnd- 
walled honse, with thatched roof, having a farm-yard attached to 
i(^ one of the invariable features of which was a great, white- 
washed, dome-shaped, clay oven. These lanes had a commou 
center in a sort of village green, but I did not observe any sports 
going on tbere ; all the inhabitants seemed sedate and apathetic, 
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escept the girls at the fountains, who tittered and whispered aa 
the martial strangers passed by, much as young female villagers 
of any other nation miglit hare done. In a stactyard an old 
peasant, seated in a kind of sledge, with a little ^rl standing up 
beside him, was being dragged round and round by oxen, over 
loosened sheaves of com. This was a luxurious mode of thrash- 
ing. The osen, according to the Scripture precept, were unmuz- 
zled, and occMionally stooped for a mouhtful. Mili, fowls, and 
fruit, were brought from here to the tents for sale, though at other 
villages the inhabitants had tept carefully aloof. Probably they 
were now beginning to discover that we were not robbers. 

The portions of the English anny, as they embarked, sailed at 
once for Balchiok Bay, where the greater part of the Allied fleet 
lay. Thither the cholera still pursued us, and every day boats 
might be seen leaving ships, towing a boat astepi, wherein was a 
long motionless object covered by a flag. After a lime the 
corpses, sewed in blankets or hammocks, and swollen to giant size, 
rose to the surface and floated upright among the ships, their 
feet being kept down by the shot used to sink them. One of 
tliese hideous visitants lingered about the foot of the accommo- 
dation-ladder of one of the transports, till men going down the 
side passed cords with weights attached over its neck, when it 
slowly sank. Gevreckler common was scarcely more depressing 
to the men than the bay at Balchlck. 

Part of the French army marched from Varna to Balchick, 
defihng along the hills above the beach, and embarking from 
their encampment. Day afer day our own transports came up 
with troops, and the Turkish squadron, with the Ottoman portion 
of the allied army, also joined ua. When all were assembled, 
we were still kept waiting by an adverse wind, against which the 
steamers could not have towed us. At length, on Thursday the 
7th of September, we swled with fine weather, and, when under 
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way, arranged ourselves according to order, in six columns, a 
division in each. The Light Division, wHch was next the shore, 
was distinguished by a blue and white checkered flag ; the Firat 
Division, blue ; the Second, white ; the Third, red ; the Fourth, 
white and red ; the cavalry blue and red. Each steamer towed 
two transports — the men-of-war stationed themselves ahead and 
on our flanks — the French fleet was on our right. Most of the 
transports were East Indiamen of tbe largest class, equaling ia 
size the frigates of the last war; the steamers were among the 
finest in the world ; and though more numerous invading armies 
have traversed the Eusinc, yet so complete and imposing an 
armament never before moved on the waters of any ^ea. 

On tlie 9th we were signaJled "Kendezvous 14 wh cl ne t 
" forty miles west of Cape Tarkan ;" and, on coming j w th the 
ships ahead of us, at 6 p.m. we received the order to an I r 
We remained at anchor the whole of Sunday the 10th nl la 
Lord Raglan, whose headquarters were in the Ca do rteil 

by the Agamemnon, reconnoitered the coast. Tl e day be n 
fine, and the water smooth, boats were hoisted out a 1 t p d 
to otker vessels, some of which had suffered mu h f om the 
cholera. The delay was disagreeable and unexpected s we h d 
all calculated on landing in the Crimea on Sunday mo n n 
Starting at noon on the 11th, we were signaled from the Empe- 
ror "Rendezvous No. 9," which meant "thirty-two miles west of 
Sebastopol;" and at sunset "Rendezvous 13," which meant 
"Eupatona Squalls came on in the night ai 1 our tow-ropes 
parted the Kingaroo which towed i^ rm mto the Ilydaspes, 
and lost her low prit In the morning of the 12th we were 
aaibng far from any of the other ships whi h appeared in dif- 
ferent groups around n= Land had been sighted at dawn, and 
before 1-reakfast we saw Oape Tarkan in the d stance. On the 
previ>us day the Frt^n 1 \h hid f lien a tern came in sight ; 
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but on tlie I2tL none were visible all the morning;, any where in 
the horizon. 

On the night of the i2th, signal was made to anctor in the 
prescribed order. We had Eupatoria point on onr right; tho 
coast-line in front was low, sandy, and perfectly open ; a few 
white houses, with stacts close to them, were scattered along the 
plain. On the ISth we were not nnder way till long after sun- 
rise, when the columns, wheeling to the right, stood along down 
the coast, and parallel fo it, and the signal was made to prepare 
for landing. At half-past eleven we were nearly off Eupatoria 
point, and we ancliored for tho night, while the place was taken 
possession of witlioat opposition. 

On the 14th we were taten in tow, and moved off at half-past 
two in the morning. There was a splendid sunrise. We kept 
near the shore ; and anchoring about twelve miles below Euja 
toiia, the disemharkation commenced at about 1 o clock ^ sme 
French troops were already on skore, about two miles firther 
down the coast, when we began to land. The English lis m 
barked on a narrow atrip of sandy beach, having -i 1 ike on ts 
other side. In front was a steep cliff, with only one path down, 
which led to the point of disembarkation. At the top of the cliff 
extensive plains spread all round to the horizon and the sea. Two 
or three Cossacks with long lances appeared on the cliff, who, 
as our skirmishers mounted the hill, galloped away, and the 
troops continued to land without molestation. During the morn- 
ing some filing was beard down the coast, which proceeded from 
the Furious, Vesuvius, and some French steamers, wbo, seeing a 
Kussian camp, with about two thousand soldiers drawn up before 
it, fired shells at long range, and struck and dispersed their col- 
umns, and afterward sent some others among the horses and 

In the afternoon it rained, and a swell arose along the coa.st. 
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■which continued to iDcreaae, At night the rain came down in 
torrents, and the ti-oops on the beach were drenched. Bad as 
their situation was, I envied it At eight in the evening I had 
left the transport with another officer in a man-of-war's boat, 
which, assisted by two others, towed astern a largo raft, formed 
of two clnmsy boats boarded over, on which were two guns, with 
their detachments of artillerymen, and some horses — two of my 
own among them. The swell from the sea was now considerable, 
and made the towing of the raft a work of great labor. As we 
approached the shore, a horse sivam past us, snorting, and sur- 
rounded by phosphorescent light, as he splashed rapidly by. He 
had gone overboard from a raft which had upset in attempting 
to land. The surf was dashing very heaidly on the sand, though 
it was too dark to see it. Fires made of broken boats and rafts 
were ht along the beach, and a voice hailed us authoritatively to 
put back, and not attempt to land, or we should go to pieces. 
Unwillingly the weary oarsmen turned fi-om the shore. The 
swell was increasing every moment, and the raft getting more 
and more unmanageable. Sometimes it seemed to pull us back, 
sometimes it made a plunge forward, and even struck our stem, 
while the rained poured down with extraordinary violence. It 
was a long time before we reached the nearest ships, which were 
tossing on the swell, and not easily to be approached. The first 
we hailed had already a horseboat alongside, with Lord Eaglan's 
horses, and needed assistance, and two or three others which we 
passed were nnabie to help us. By this lime the raft was fast 
filling with water, and the men on it much alarmed ; and our 
progress was so slow that we took at least ten minutes' pulling 
from the stem to the st«ra of the Agamemnon. At length a rope 
was thrown us from a transport near, whose bows were lising on 
the swell like a rearing horse ; and, getting the artillerymen who 
were on board her out of bed, we hoisted in our horses and guns ; 
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but the gun-carriages, too heavy for our small number of hands, 
were lashed down to the raft, which was allowed to tow astern 
of the ship, and which presently sant till the water was up to the 
axles, when the Agamemnon sent a party aad hoisted them on 
board, and the raft shortly went to pieces. A horse, which had 
been swimming about for two hours, was also get safely on board. 
It was a gray, said afterward to have been given by Omer Pasha 
to Lord Kaglan. 

The next morning the surf abated, and we were all landed 
without accident, as were a great many other guns and horses, 
under the superintendence of Captain Dacres of the Sanspareil, 
who was indefatigable in carrying out the arrangements of Sir 
Edmund Lyons, and who was warmly thanted by Lord Kaglan 
for Ms exertions. Ascending from the beach to the level of the 
common, we saw the allied army spread along the plains in front, 
the French on the right. Plenty of conntry wagons full of 
forage, driven by peasants in far caps, with their trowsers stuffed 
into their boots, were ranged alongside of the artillery camp; 
some drawn by osen, some by largo two-humped camels. 

The army being thus landed, it will be well to describe shortly 
its composition and material. 

A division of infentry, under Major-General Catheart, had 
joined from England just before we sailed from Varna. The 
English army in the Crimea then con^sted of four divisions of 
infantry, each division consisting of two brigades, each brigade 
of three regiments. To each division of infantry was atta^ihed 
a division of artillery, consisting of two field-batteries, each bat- 
tery of four 9-pounder guns, and two 24-pounder howitzers. The 
brigade of hght cavalry was also embarked, the heavy brigade 
remaining at Varna. With the cavalry was a 6-pounder troop 
of horse-artillery. In all, the British mustered twenty-six thou- 
sand men and fifty-four guns ; the French twenty-four thousand 
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men, and, I believe, about seventy guns ; the Turks four thousand 
five hundred men, with neither cavalry nor guns. 

The food supplied to the English troops by the commissariat 
was of very good quality, A ration for an officer or soldier was 
1 lb. of meat, 1 lb. of bread, 2 oz. of rice. If oz. of sugar, 1 oz. 
of coifee, and half a gill of rum, for which 4^d. was paid. The 
ration of meat was at one time increased to 1^- lb. ; but when pro 
visions became scarcer this was diacoutinued. The ration fort 
cavalry, artillery, or staff horse, was 10 Ih. of com and 12 lb. of 
hay or straw; for a baggage animal, 8 lb. of com. 

A number of carte of a peculiar construction had been pro- 
vided at "Woolwich, to contain small-arm ammunition in reserve 
for the jnfentry. These, being found too heavy, were left at 
Varna, and the cartridges, packed in boxes or barrels, were 
carried on pack-horses, a great number of which had been pur- 
chased for the British government in Tunis, Syria, and Turkey. 
An ambulance corps, provided with light spring-wagons, con- 
taining layers of stretchers and seats for the sick and wounded, 
was also left behind; and disabled men wore either carried on 
Btretchcre by hand, or in arabas, the common carts of Turkey 
and the Crimea. 
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CHAPTER III. 

FIEST OPEEATIOiys IN THE CRIMEA. 



The campaign thus begun differed from all campaigns with 
whioli the reader has hitherto made himself acquainted, in some 
essential particulars. 

According to the practice of war up to the present time, it 
was necessary for an invading army, on first entering an enemy's 
territory, to secure one or more defensible posts as depots, from 
whence to draw supplies, to form hospitals, and as points to re- 
treat upon in case of disaster. As the army advanced from these 
points, the lines of communication grew more assailable, and it 
became necessary either to leave a movable force to keep the 
road open, or to secm'e and garrison some other strong points 
on fJie line of march, from whence to oppose any attempt the 
enemy might mate to throw himself on the line of communica- 
tion. In advancing, it was also impossible to disregard any for^ 
tress or body of troops of the enemy stationed on the flank. The 
former must be besieged and taken, the latter attacked and 
routed ; or a strong force must be detached to hold either in 
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cheek, before the advance coull be continued n ''a.fcty; — and 
each of these necessary oper^jtions of course collel tDr a certain 
expense of time or of mater al 

According to the old conditions of nw m the mvi on of the 
Crimea near Eupatoni and the adian e on Sebastopol the rin-tt 
flank of the army would te secure by resting on the spa, but the 
loft would be totally unprotected In the first ph e the army, 
after landing its stores must have strongly intrenche 1 and garri- 
soned the depot on the coast selected for them Aa it ad\ anced, 
the communication with this depot must have heea rendered 
secure, by detaching a forn sufflcient to repel any Eus^mn army 
appearing on the flink of the line of marth, ind strong e-scorts 
must have accompanied all convoys bttween the army and its 
depot In order to leave, after these deductions, a sufliuent 
force to carry on the siege, the mv'iding anny mu9t have been 
fer larger than that which the Allies possessed It -nould also 
hare been necessary to attack the fortress on that side on which 
the landing of the army was effected; because, a complete 
investment being impracticable, to have passed round the place 
would have been to leave the communication at the mercy of 
Bailies from the garrison. 

All these considerations were obviated by the presence of 
steam. The fleet, moving as the army moved, within sight of, 
and in constant communication with it, carried the supplies and 
received the sick and wounded ; and had the Russians, advanc- 
ing from the interior in overwhelming numbers, attacked the Jeft^ 
or threatened the rear, the army, falling back parallel to the 
coast, might have fought, and, if necessary, reembarfeed, with 
the advantage of an immeasurably more powerful artillery — that 
of the fleet — than the enemy could possibly have brought into 
the field. Thus the calculations and provisions which so largely 
contributed to the difficulties of warfare, and ita chances of mis- 
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hip re oUed them'sehes mto the sunple measures tn.CL-.sary to 
keep tho amy in readiness tor hattle while mardim^j on the 

The French is stated d &pmharkc I at a point about two 
miles bwer lown tho coast From then e they e\tend J their 
front across the plain till their left touched the right of the 
Enghsh hght division while the first division filled uf the interval 
hetn Pen the light ind "iecond divi'iions ind the head of tho lake 
On tht giound thus mclosed by the liont of the annj the like 
an! the sei, the other divwons were encamped at intervals down 
to the po nt where thi^ d sembirkati n of the stores went on 
In tho plain, about two miles in front, mig-ht be seen a Russian 
villa, with its outbuildings and clumps of trees. Here was an 
outpost of English rifles and French light infantry, with some 
artillery ; and close to this place the light cavalry bivouacked 
and made daily reconnoissances of the surrounding country. la 
a village beyond the lake, on the loft of the army, was another 
outpost of riflemen. The inhabitants remained in this village, 
and, being paid for any poultry, forage, and vegetaijlea they 
might possess, freely parted with them ; and they also brought 
their camels, bullocks, and arabas on hire. The camels wera 
especially fine animals — large, well-fed, sagacious-looking, and 
covered with smooth brown hair — very different from the gaunt^ 
mangy dromedaries of Barbary. The indefatigable foraging of 
officers and men, who returned from the village at all hours laden 
with poultry and vegetables, very soon exhausted tlie scanty sup- 
ply the village contained, though at first it was easy to get fowls, 
turkeys, geese, melons, and pumpkins. On the third morning, 
taking with me a Turkish interpreter of the division, I rode to 
the village to try my fortune. Successful foi-agers, with strings 
of poultry hanging to their saddles, passed me, and assured me 
there was nothing eatable left. The houses were of mud, thatch- 
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ed, and standing within small stone-walled inclosures. The 
inquiries of the interpreter at the doors only elicited the assurance 
that the inhahitanls had already parted with all they had, and 
that there wais not a single goose, hen, or turkey left in the 
place. However, I got some melons, pumpkins, and a jar of 
butter. On repenting the visit next day, even tliese were scarcely 
to be obtained ; and almost the only result of the espeditioa was 
a small lump of fresh butter, which a woman brought me in a 
gourd. Looking round for something to cover it with, I saw a 
peasant in a long gown and fur cap standing beside his araba, 
eating a water-melon, and made signs to him that I wanted a 
piece of the rind. He courteously choked himself in his haste 
to finish the eatable portion of the section he was occupied with, 
gave mo what I wanted, and then, scooping out the heart of tha 
melon, presented it to me on the point of his knife. I had not 
thought it possible that water-melons could be so delicious as 
this juicy mouthful proved then ; certainly those of the Crimea 
may challenge the world. 

In the mean time, the commissariat officers, indefatigable in 
their efforts, had purchased, or, where the presence of Cossacks 
or the absence of the owners rendered purchase impossible, had 
"hffed" large droves of sheep and oxen, so that the army had 
daily fresh meat of good quality. Water was scarce, and not 
good. A muddy well in the village afforded the principal supply, 
and over it a guard was placed. 

On the 18th, about eighty of the 11th hussars, reconnoitering 
in front, were pursued by seven troops of CossaoTis, and, retiring 
in skirmishing order, were fired upon ; but the enemy kept too 
far aloof to do mischief. At midnight, on the J8th, the order 
was given for the army to advance on the following morning, 
the necessary supplies and reserves bfiing all landed. 

Accordingly, on the 19tli, at about seven in the morning, the 
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army commenced its marcli. The order of advance was by 
double column of companies, from the center of divisions, the 
artillery on the right of their respective divisions. The day was 
cloudless, and the spectacle splendid. From any one of the nu- 
merous g;raasy heights produced by tie undulations of the plain, 
tlie whole army might be seen advancing as if at a great review : 
the Turks olose to the beach ; then the French columns ; next to 
them our second division, followed by the third ; and on their 
left the light division, followed by the first and fourth. On the 
left of all marched flie cavalry, parties of which, as well as of the 
rifles and French light infantry, were in front, in skirmishing 
order. Close in rear of the columns came the trains of horses 
carrying the reserve ammunition, the baggage animals, the arabas 
with sick men and commissariat stores, and the droves of oxen 
and sheep. There was a road along the plain, but none was 
necessary ; every where the ground was smooth, grassy, and 
totally iminclosed. Perfect silence reigned in the vast solitudes 
around ; no inhabitants, nor any signs of habitation were visible ; 
only, sometimes a Cossack might be seen perched on a distant 
hillock, who presently vanished like a ghost. 

In this way the army continued to march, halting occasionally, 
till, early in the afternoon, the Baganak was reached. This 
stream, dignified m these ill-watered re^ons by the name of a 
river, is a sluggish rivulet, creeping between oozy, muddy banks, 
along the scarcely indented surface of the plain. Though forda- 
ble every where, the army commenced filing across it by a bridge, 
the light division leading. Before reaching it, we had seen our 
cavalry gallop up to and over the ridge beyond, in pursuit of 
some Cossacks who showed themselves, and a troop of horse- 
artillery followed. Just as the first division began to follow the 
liglit across tlie bridge, wc heard the guns open. 

I obtained leave to go to the front and see what was going on. 
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Amving at the ridge, I found it lined with the troops of the 
light division, looting on at a stdrmfeh of cavalry and artillery 
in the plain. All our cavalry, ahout one thousand, and twelve 
guns, were drawn up opposite about two thousand Cossacks, 
whose artiileiy waa just ceasing to &e ; while ours continued to 
practice at them at a long range, probably one thousand two 
hundred yards. I rode down to the troop of horse ai-tillerj, and 
saw them throw some shot and shell, which appeared to fall 
short ; but at the beginning of the stirmish the combatants had 
been much nearer. TJiree or four dragoon horses, killed by the 
Eussian artillery, were lying about, and we had seven men of 
the cavalry wounded. After a time, tlie Cossacks slowly retired 
up the next ridge, behind which more of the enemy showed 
themselves, and LordEaglan forbade any fiirtlier advance. We 
found afterward that the Rusaans lost in the skirmish twenty- 
five men and thirty-flve horses. The army, withdrawing behind 
the ridge south of the Baganak, prepared to bivouac ; but there 
being reason to suppose that the enemy meditated a flank move- 
ment to attack our left, they having been seen extending in that 
direction at dusk, the divisions on the left had to abandon their 
scarce-lit fires, till the wing of the army, iiiiling back until it 
rested on the Baganak, showed a front in the req^uired direction. 

The night passed quietly, though the change of front had 
caused some confusion, and men who had straggled on the march 
■were wandering about every where, unable to find their regiments. 
The English lay without cover, the tents having been left behind, 
^vith some few exceptions, for generals, hospitals, and staff. The 
knapsacks, too, remained on board ship; and the articles judged 
most necessary having been selected from them, were carried, 
packed in the great-coats and blankets. 

The next morning we were under anns early, but did not 
move for some time. Marshal St. Arnaud, riding along the front 
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from an interview with Lord Eaglan, was loudly cheered. A 
report went about that a general action was to be fought that 
day, which was shortly verified; and between nine and ten 
o'clock the army advanced, in the same order as the day before, 
and over plains exactly similar in character to those we had been 
traversing. 
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ATTLE OF THE ALITA. 



S PBISONEK — CAPrURB 0¥ PKISCB 



Unbes a bright sun we marclied onward for about two hours, 
surmounting the grassy ridges which successively formed our 
horizon, only to see others equally solitary rising beyond. The 
front of the Allies was oblique, the Turks on the right being 
about two miles in sdvance of the British left. 

About noon, a steamer, coasting along beyond the Turks, be- 
gan fo fire on the land just where a sharp steep cliff terminated 
the shore. None of the enemy's troops were within range from 
the sea. Tlie firing was precautionary, to insure an unmolested 
passage to the troops on the right, who were already pacing the 
river Alma at its mouth. When the British surmounted tlse 
next ridge, the scene of the coming stm^le disclosed itsel£ 

The plain, level for about a mile, then sloped gently down to 
a village, beyond which was a valley sprinkled with trees, and 
watered by the river Alma, a narrow stream, deep in parts, and 
its banks very steep, but in many places fordable and easy of 
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passage. Between the MlhQ;p and the nvcr nere flit mealow^ 
and vineyards. On thw opposite Mle of tlie etieam the Itiks 
rose abruptly into high steep knolls terminatino; in phte-iua 
behind which rose another anl hit,! er rin^ of htij;ht3 Both 
these ranges were od-upied by masses of Rus-sian troips the 
higher by the reserves the tops of the Lnolls belon bv heavy 
guns, supported by ca\ ilry and inf intry on the plateaus behmd 
Such was the position m Irtnt tf the Bnti=h In fiont of the 
French the first range ct knolls grew moie an 1 moreabript so 
that gnns could not be pla ed there and, indeed, seemed unnei. 
essary from the natural strent,th of the posihjn These were 
defended by infantry, and field artillery were posted, with more 
infantry, on the plains at the top of tlie heights. Following the 
course of the river to the sea, the lower range of heights, grow- 
ing more and moi« precipitous, gradually merged in the upper, 
till all became one steep perpendicular cliff, traversed by one or 
two narrow paths, where tlie Turks passed in single file. This 
cliff, had it been held by the enemy, eould have been shelled by 
the fleet; but the Russians, as already stated, trusting,. probably, 
to the natural inaccessibility of this part of the position, did not 
occupy it, and our Ottoman allies saw no enemy that day. 

The progress of the Freneh against the heights in their own 
front was m k d by tl p ff of musketry as they swarmed up. 
The ad t dy I incessant. On the plain at the 

top, m 11 I Id p 1: hly intended as a Mgnal-station, had 
been ! tt mfi hed w tli th caffolding still round it ; and this 
was th J t n 1 1 tly t sted against tlio French. During 
the tta k t, tl e ght ot the British had, in the obhque 

order of advance, gradually come under the fire of the heavy 
artilleiy of the knolla, which now began to open, and our skir- 
mishers in advance exchanged shots with the Russians in the 
village, who retired after setting the houses on fire, the smoke 
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from wliicli, rolling up the valley, rendered the view in front ob- 
scure for some time, Pennefather's brigade of the second division, 
advancing in liue aloag the slope of the plain, lay down near (he 
walls of the village for shelter from the fire of the enemy's guns, 
which was now incessant and destructive, and then moved onward 
to the, river ; while the light division, passing into the valley on 
the left of tie second, continued to advance slowly — sometimes 
lying down for shelter agwnst the terrible fire of an 18-gun 
battery directly in tKeir front, sometimes pressing on, till, passing 
the river nearly up to their necks, they began to ascend the slopes 
beyond, which were held by the Russian battalions. 

The battery now in front of tliem, where the great struggle of 
the British took place, was, unlike the guns of the Russian cen- 
ter, covered with an epaulment — that is, a thick low bank of 
earth, obtained in this instance from trenches dug between the 
spaces occupied by the guns. This battery swept the whole 
front ot the British throu,jhuu.t it* depth and length, and distrib- 
uted its file, sometime on the regiments advancing to attack 
it, sometimes on the setonl divi-iicn, ■fthile m and behind the 
village, sometimes on the firat dmsion, driwn up on the phin 
behind the light Its fire waa crossed by that of the s^uns fiom 
the knolls, which searched the village, and plowed up the plain 
behind it. Between the first and second divisions was a wide 
road, bounded by low stone-walls, leading to a bridge and ford ; 
and this point, being nearly iatermediate between the principal 
lines of fire, was probably the hottest of the cannonade. Many 
of the Beth fell there, before advancing into the village; and 
Captain Dew, of Franklin's battery, was killed by a round shot 
early in the action, near a lai-ge painted post beside the road. 
Many corpses, marked with ghastly wounds, were sprinkled on 
that part of the slope — two I noticed, while riding into action 
with "Wodehouse's battery, as killed by especially horrible iiiju- 
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Ties ; a corporal of the 55th, whose brain, scooped out alonn^ witli 
the bach of hia skull, was lying in a mass beside him, leaving his 
fiice perfect ; and a soldier with only a profile left, half hia head 
being carried away. Shot and shells of various ciilibers whistled 
and bounded incessantly along this spot, so that it seemed a 
marvel how any body escaped ; but the circumstance of tho 
ground there sloping upward, in an opposite direction to the line 
of fire, considerably diminished tho actual peril : for the shot 
boundiag high after striking, hit only those who were in their 
lino within a few feet of where they touched the ground. 

To oppose, however inadequately, this fire, Franklin's and 
Turner's batteries of the second division had come into action 
behind the village, the former suffering more severely during the 
day than any other. Turner's battery, while moving to the 
right, was ordered by Lord Eaglan, who had crossed the river on 
the left of the French, to send two guns to the spot where ha 
had stationed himself, from whence the Russian batteries were 
seen in reverse. Some delay was caused by a horse being shot, 
crossing the narrow ford ; but the guns were at length brought 
successively into action on the opposite bank, and their fire toot 
the Kussian center and guns in reverse ; while the French, pi'ess- 
ing up the heights, had driven back the left, Anderson's battery 
of the light, and Wodehouae's of the first division, being nnable 
to come into action advantageously so far on the left, had joined 
the second division, and, unlimbering on the right of the road, 
directed a fire on tho knolls in front of them. The Russian 
artillery on these knolls, attacked in front, and having their flauk 
and rear threatened by the French and by the field battery which 
had crossed tie river, now began to retire in succession from tho 
left, and the covering masses of infantry soon followed ; and a 
few minutes afterward the 18-gun battery also hmbered up, and 
began to retreat. It was at this moment that a biigade of the 
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liglit divisioQ, consisting of tliG 1t\ S-ld, and nsd reglracnte, 
yeiy gallantly led by General Codrington, advancing up the slope 
Tinder a terrible fire of musketry, pmssed into the epaulment 
before the guns were withdrawn, and Captain Bell of the 23d 
running up to a driver who was urging his horses out of the 
fight, the man dismounted and ran away, and the gun was taken. 
But the Russian battalions were as yet too numerous, and their 
fire from the breastwork and the slope behind it too close ajid 
heavy for the re^ments assailing them, and the brigade, with a 
loss of six hundred killed and wounded, was compelled to retire 
down the slope, and re-form under cover of the attack of the first 
division, which had been led across the river by the Duke of 
Cambridge to support them. The Fusileer Guards, going up to 
the breastwork with a cheer, retook and kept possession of the 
gun ; the 33d and 95th came to the support of the Vth ; the 
19th and 47th also advanced; and afler a terrible slaughter the 
Russians were driven back. The 65th and 30th regiments com- 
ing up on the right of the 95th, drove back the enemy in their 
own front; and the three brigades, viz.,. Pennefather's of the 
second division, Codrington's of the light division, and the Guards, 
formed line on the ground they had won. 

At this time "Wodehouse's battery, which had been limbered 
up, and led across the river by Lieut.-Colonel Dacres when the 
Kussian guns ceased firing, came up on the right of the aoth 
regiment. The slopes in front were still covered with the ene- 
my's skirmishers, obstinately contesting the ground with our own, 
and giving way, if at all, very slowly. Over the heights, behind 
the contested batteiy, the helmets of a Russian column might be 
seen ; and presently the solid mass, apparently about two thou- 
sand strong, marched over the hill, and began to descend to- 
ward the British hne. A shell from a gun, laid by Colonel 
Dacres himself before the gun detachment came up, dropped 



IpyGOOgIC 



among the Russian skirmisliers ; the other guns, coming up m 
succession, opened their fire on the column, and struck it every 
time. Franklin's and Anderson's hatteries, crosaag the river, 
came up and opened on the left, and Paynter's followed ; and 
the column, after marching ahout fifty yards down the hill, halted, 
turned about, and, disappearing over the crrat, was seen no more. 
At this time some guns were brought to bear upon another col- 
umn which halted in a ravine on the right, quite close to where 
the French skirmishers were pressing along the heights, and ap- 
parently at a loss what to do, presented a somewhat puzzling as- 
pect; insomuch that Sir De Lacy Evans twice stopped our fire, 
under the impression that the column was French, and sent a 
stafl'-officer to the nearest French regiment to inquire. But, it 
being presently apparent that a French column would not be in 
front of their own skirmishers, and some bullets from the troops 
in question be^nuing to drop into the battery, where they 
wounded a sergeant, the guna reopened and dispersed them ; and 
there being none but fti^tives now within sight, the batteries 
limbered up, and advanced in pursuit. 

The batae, it will be seen, had thus rolled back to the right 
rear of the Eusaians. On the extreme right of their original 
position, at the top of the heights, was a battery betind an epaul- 
ment, with a flank for seven guns, thrown back to prevent the 
right being turned. The brigade of Highlanders being on the 
left of the British Une, found themselves, when the first dimioa 
crossed the river, directly in front of this battery, which, before 
it followed tlio other guns in their retreat, poured upon them, 
during their advance, a heavy but ill-directed fire, doing them 
but little damage. At the top of the hill they met some bat- 
talions of the enemy still showing a front, and compelled them 
to retreat with the loss of a good many men ; and two troops of 
horse-artillery, which had crossed the river higher up, coming 
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BATTLE OF- THE ALMA. 41 

into action, plunged info tbe retreating masses with great effect 
Tiius ended the battle of the Alma. The Russians might still be 
seen withdrawing in masses across the plain ; but tlie troops, 
French and English, halted on the ground they had won; and 
tbe batteries, six in number, whicb, by advancing, had placed 
themselves at the apei of two irrcgulaj lines, found themselves 
with nothing between them and the enemy. Some withdrew 
behind the third division, which, together with part of the light, 
had been moved to the front, and others were covered by a de- 
tachment posted for the puipoae on the plain. 

In the advance, an officer of Wodebouse's battery, Lientenant 
Richards, took prisoner a Russian general, whose horse had 
thrown him, and who was tiying to hide himself. While he was 
seated on a gun-limber, Lord Raglan rode up and questioned 
him. In reply, he said that tbe number of the Russians was 
about fifty thousand ; that they did not expect we siiould ever 
take the posilion ; and added that they had come to fight men, 
and not devils, as our red-coats seemed to be. When taken on 
board ship, he complained that one of bis captors had deprived 
him of his silver snuff-box. Inquiry was made, and the artillery- 
man who had it gave it up ; but it certainly seems no more than 
reasonable to expect that, if people choose to take such articles 
into action, they should submit to lose them with a good grace. 

Two guna were taken, but the principal trophy was Prince 
Menschikoff's carriage, with his papers. In one dispatch tbe 
general assures the Czar that the position selected on the Alma 
must detain the Allies at least three weeks, and that he eon- 
fidenlly hoped it would be found altogether impregnable. It 
was taken in three hours. 

But tbe Russian general did not overrate the strength of bis 
position ; his mistake was in his estimate of the troops who were 
to assail it It would be difficult to find a position more defeus- 
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42 STOBY OF THE CAMPAIGK. 

ible in itself, and almost impossible to select another equally 
strong, where the ground in front is ao favorable to the artillery 
fii-e of the defenders, and so devoid of all shelter from it. How- 
ever, one otlier position as strong, or even stronger, exists on tbe 
river Katcha, Ave miles distant from the Alma, on which we ex- 
pected to find the Russians had fellen back 

Two men of literary celebrity witnessed Uie action — Mr. Lay- 
ard, who saw it from the ships, and the author of Eothcn, who 
rode with Lord Eaglan'a staff throughout the day. 
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CHAPTEK V. 

THE BATTLE TIELD- 



COOKEKELL — BEMOTAL Of IE 
THE BATTLE! — THE Q-BNEROnS 
FREKOa IN COMJtEUORATIOB OP THE BITTLE, 

GoiNo out pf our camp next morning, to seo. wflere our own 
division lay, I Leard a moaning on my right, on tlie bank of one 
of tlie ravines we Lad fired up tie preceding day. Proceeding 
toward tlie sound, I found it came from a wounded Eussian, 
who had made a pillow of the corpse of a brother soldier which 
lay on its back, its breast pierced, and left arm broken by a round 
shot. Beside these lay two other soldiers, one alive, wounded 
in the head, and resting, like the other sufferer, on a comrade's 
corpse, which lay on ifsiace. The first man, by signs and words, 
earnestly begged for water, which was brought him, and a sur- 
geon coming up, examined Ms wounds. The flesh of both his 
thighs had been torn away ; be was too badly injured to he 
moved, or even relieved otherwise than by trying to make him 
comfortable as he lay ; and next morning it was a relief to hear 
that he had died in the night. On tie knoll around were about 
a dozen wounded men, who had lain there all night in torment, 
and to whom our soldiers now afibrded a temporary relief. 

The adea of the ravine, or rather gully, were sprinkled all tlie 
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44 STOnr of the campaibn. 

way with bodies, and with knapsacks and accoutrements thrown 
away by the flying eEcmy. On the slopes, too, and tlie paths 
crossiD" them, were lying dead men here and there, with scat- 
tered knapsacks and arms. One dead Russian appeared to have 
been lying on his back, probably wounded, or perhaps killed, 
when a shot from our batt«ries, toward which his head was 
turned, had carried away all his features, leaving an unsightly 
block, and had broken his foot short off at the instep, where it 
hnng back as if on a hinge. 

But it was not till reaching the plwn on which stood the un- 
fioiahed signal-tower, already mentioned as the contested point 
in the French attack, that there appeared signs of a sanguinary 
conflict. Many Russians lay dead there, and they lay thicker 
near the signal-tower, the hillock on which it was built being 
strewn with them, ITiree or four had been bayoneted while de- 
fending the entrance ; and in the narrow space within, which 
was divided into compartments, were three or four small groups, 
slain in the defense. Another spot near contained three or four 
hundred corpses. 

Riding back up the course of the river, we came to the slopes 
where the British had been most warmly engaged ; and here it 
was that the real nature of the struggle first became apparent 
The slope below the epaulment, on which the 18-gun battery 
had been posted, was covered with men of the 7th, 23d, and 
33d, thickly intermixed with gray-coated, helmeted Russians, 
Within the breastwork the enemy lay in ranks. One company 
seemed to have fallen as it stood ; there was no heaping of the 
bodies one on another, but it would have been difficult to step 
between them. Some lay with their faces buried in the soil, as 
if they had fallen as they turned to fly ; others on their backs 
with bullet-holes through their foreheads ; a few had their hands 
outsti'etched, as if still grasping their weapons, or grappling with 



IpyGOOgIC 



their enemy. Altogether, I estimated the hodies iir and about 
the breastwork at seven or eight hundred, of whom two tliirds 
were Russians ; and the returns of the officers charged with the 
burial duty did not much differ from that conjecture. 

Passing onward to the right of the Russian position, the plain 
was again thickly strewn with dead ; the tall bear-skins showing 
where the Guards had fought. In a narrow hollow way I oh- 
Ber\-ed a liae of Russians, who seemed to have fallen while using 
it as a breastwork. Ascending the slope to the top of the posi- 
tion, the hodies there bore the marks of cannon shot ; this was 
where our fire had turned Ihe column. In a spot to the left, fifty 
or sixty bodies showed where the Highlanders had poured in 
tlieir fire at the close of the battle ; and again, on the plains at 
the top of the heights, files of slain, with the round shot still in 
some instances sticking in the farthest body, marked the lino of 
retreat where the artillery had li^t fired upon the enemy. 

All over the ground, so grimly strewn, were numerous parties 
burying the dead, and carrying off the wounded, both friemfe 
and foes. Hospitals had been established in the village north of 
the river, in some empty houses on each ade of the road. Here 
the surgeons of the army, and some from the navy, were in ter- 
ribly full practice; and as those whose wounds were already 
dressed were home to the sea, others from the field took their 
places. Parties of sailors carrying hammocks assisted the sol- 
diers, who were provided with stretchers for the wounded, and the 
road to the beach was crowded with these. Some stray Cossacks 
were seen during the day hovering on our flank and rear, and a 
detachment of cavalry patrolled the plain we had been marshaled 
on the day before, to protect the hospitals and burial parties. 
As I stood on this plain, sketching the position of the Russian 
army, a clergyman approached an open grave, to tlie edge of 
whicli a party of artillerymen brouglit a body wrapped in a cloak. 
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It was that of Lieutenant Cockerell, whose leg had heen carried 
away by a cannon shot the day before, while in action with his 
battery near this spot, and who had died after amputation. 

Two entire days were occupied in removing the traces of con- 
flict and carrying the wounded to the ships. The Eusaian arms 
and accoutrements left on the field were collected in heaps, from 
whence the curious gathered trophies to hand down to posterity 
as mementoes of a famous field. The eagles on the front of the 
helmets of the Imperial Guard seemed in greatest req^uest for this 
purpose ; and though, on the second eycning, I examined some 
hundreds of these helmets, I found all had heen stripped of the 
ornaments, so I contented myself with a pouch-holt. Some were 
so fortunate aa fo get excellent rifles, hut the common muskets 
were very shabby in appearance, and were mostly thrown away 
after heing broken. One English soldier was said to have found 
forfy gold pieces on a dead body ; and I heard of a drummer of 
the Guards who, assisting a wounded Eus.iian oiBcer, received 
from him his purse. This the man took can ot, in 1 ga^ e to the 
captain of his company, who forwarded it to the Russun on 
board ship ; but it was returned, with a requist thit the drum 
mer would keep it as a token of the owner s gratitude 

On the plain near the signal-tower, where the struggle w is 
hottest on the part of the French, our allies left a stone, inscribed 
"Virfoire de I'Alma," with the date. The English left no 
monument on their fatal hiU ; hut it needs none. The inhabi- 
tants will return to the valley, the burnt village will he rebuilt, 
the wasted vineyards replanted, and tillage will efface the traces 
of the conflict ; hut tradition will for centuries continue to point, 
with no doubtful finger, to the spot where the British infantry, 
tliinned by a storm of cannon-shot, drove the battalions of the 
Czar, with terrible slaughter, from one of the strongest positions 
in Europe. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE KATCHA AND THE BALBEE. 



Amid this sc«ne of blood, it seemed unnatural that any one 
could find time to die other than a violent death. But the 
cholera sfill exacted its daily trihute. Major Wellcsley of the 
Staff died of it on the morning of the hattle. Brigadier Tjlden, 
of the Engineers, whom I raot riding over the ground in good 
health on the following day, never left the field, but expired after 
a few hours' illness ; and there were many others who passed 
unharmed through the combat, only to die a less soldieily death 



The road between the Alma and the Eatoha, ti'aversed by the 
army on the 23d, lay aa before over dry grassy plains. Here 
we expected to find the enemy awaiting us ; hut, ascending tlie 
ridge which overlooks the valley, we saw the heights unoccupied. 
The lesson on the Alma had been so sharp that the enemy never 
stood agiun in the field ; and could he have found heart to hold 
the position, it would scarcely have been prudent for him to risk 
a battle where the pursuit might carry the victors into Sebastopol 
along with the vanquished. 

The position on the Katcha is, in one respect, more advan- 
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tageous than that on the Alma. Like the latter, it has a village 
on the north hank of the river, hejond which is a plain ; hut the 
plain, in this instance, instead of eloping upward agmnst tlie line 
of fli'e, is quite level for ahont three quarters of a mile ; and the 
lower range of heights on which the cannon would have been 
posted, hemg less elevated than the knolls occupied by the artil- 
lery at the Alma, every shot that bounded along the pimn would 
have told with double effect Except at the ford, the bants of 
the river were high, and as steep as the sides of a trench. It was 
such a position as English troops would have held against the 
world in arms, and, Jiad the enemy made a determined stand 
there, the conflict would have been no less desperate ana bloody 
than that of the 20th. 

Though it was scarcely noon when we reached the heights 
beyond the river, wo encamped there for the night The vil- 
lage extended for some distance along the narrow valley, and 
became, up the stream, extremely pretty, with nice white 
houses standing amid poplars, and surrounded by vineyards, 
gardens, and stackyards. The cottages had been deserted in 
evident haste ; bedsteads were still standing ; large chests, which 
had apparently held the household gods and treasures, were 
open and empty ; and there were cra^lles from which the in- 
fants had lately been snatched in hurry and alarm. All the 
cottages were very neat and clean, and the furniture spoke of 
comfort. This, as well as the doors and rafters, was appropri- 
ated by the soldiers as firewood to cook their rations ; and from 
every doorway might be seen emerging a forager with a beam, 
a bench, or a chest, and under every camp-fire were blazinc the 
splinters of son e ch n hed La or long descended he loom. 
Many cats hno" red w th f line tenac ty about these forsiken 
thresholds, wink ir Inzily t th n w omers a th v s tied 
their kittens in tl e un and pji ntly nd fto ont o that nice 
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were plentiful, whether Rusaiana or British held the village. I 
carried a small black one, which one of our people picted up 
on tlie bank of the river, on my holsters for some time, feeding 
him with biscuit ; but during my ahsence from the saddle ho 
made off. Many ownerless dogs made friends with tlie army 
here, and, no doubt, will long be found in the ranta, all answer- 
ing, of course, to the name of Katcha. At this place the Scots 
Grays and the 57th Ee^ment joined the army. 

Between this river and the Balbet tlie allied armies marched 
so close to each other, on the 24ti, that the red coats almost 
intermingled with the blue ; and the officers of the two nations 
rode together, Prince Napoleon conversing with the Dute of 
Cambridge. The Guards and Ilighlanders were on the right, 
and were much admired by the French officers, who called them 
"superb" and "magnificent." Tliey also praised highly our 
artillery, the horses and equipment of which were certainly not 
to be surpassed. 

A yawning rift, half a mile wide, separates the heights on 
the opposite sides of the Balbek. Beyond the stream, the as- 
pect of the country changes from grassy plains to hills, divided 
by deep ravines, and covered with low oak-coppieo. A steep 
road, which the English and French artillery descended to- 
gether, led us to the river. Down the hill we found two wag- 
ons, painted green, abandoned by the Russians ; they contained 
a great number of copper pans and dishes, and about twenty 
thousand rounds of rifle ammunition, the balls pointed, and fit- 
ting a two-grooved rifle. The Russian method of folding a car- 
tridge is particularly neat and convenient ; the end can be 
twisted off and the powder exposed in a moment 

Passing up the valley to the river, we came to a small villa, 
which had been plundered by the retreating Eussi^ins, T rode 
Tip the road leading to the courtyard, aud, tying my horse to 
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the garden railing, entered the howse." On tte stops of tlie 
porch were somg broken arm-chairs, covered with yellow dam- 
ask. In a room on the right were broken sofas, chairs, and 
card-tables heaped together, and a piano, still tuneable, with tlio 
front board torn off, exposing the keys. Up stairs was a small 
hbrary, where a good many French boots lay scattered on tlie 
floor. Portraits of a lady and gentleman, of a very low sign- 
board-kind-of-order of art, had been torn from their frames ; 
and two fine mirrors, quite nninjured, in gilt frames, leant 
against the wall amid a heap of other furniture. In front of 
the house was a garden, laid out in flower-beds, with fruit-trees 
in the midst of them. I climbed into a tree bearing still some 
large, yellow plums, and found them dehcious, though rather 
over-ripe. On the right of the garden was a vineyard, with 
plenty of grapes. On the left a fence, lined with dahlias in full 
bloom, gay in color, though not of high floricultural rant, sep- 
arated the garden from a kind of orchard of apples, pears, and 
peach-trees. Under the latter the fruit lay thick on the 
ground, and before riding off I filled my haversack to furnish a 
dessert. 

Passing the river, we ascended a narrow, strong, winding 
road, leading up a steep ravine ; and, emer^ng into plainer 
ground at the top, pitched our tents amid the coppice, in the 
pleasantest camping-ground we had yet iound in tlie Crimea. 
"While dinner was getting ready, tlie allurements of which were 
heightened by the presence of a fine cabbage and a pumpkin 
from the garden of the villa, 1 took off my haversack to display 
the dessert it contained. But the transfoi-malion of the money, 
in the Eastern tale, into dry leaves, was not more disappointing 
to tlie owner than the spectacle now revealed. The ripeness of 
the fruit had unfitted it to bear the jolting of my horse. Plums 
and poaches were squeezed into a sliapsless coniDound, and 
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nusod i\ til crumbs of t on b -c t ivhile ia tlie c«nter of tlie 
ma. s lay mt 11 d o p of 1 e 1 tongue, escaped fi'om its 
en eloj i tte e pr sod ju « ot tlie fniit, partly running 

down the le^ of n y frowsers, partly al sorbed by my forage-cap, 
nlhas nyb rsakTdt med the color of tliose ar- 
t 1 B of d IS t on tbc o i^n 1 Hue to a dirty, olive green. 
H we e tl e jumik n ma 1 d n tl e Yankee feshion, and the 
bo led c bb 5 tu n i out o good that no Tain rcgi'eta were 
expended on my unfortunate toutnbutioa to the feast. 

"We were now so eloae to the great object of the expedition, 
tliat, by going up the road about a mile and a half, the towcw 
and fortificatjons of Sebnstopol were seen, at no great distance, 
ia the basin below, Tliis was the north front of the piaoe,'to 
strengflien which all the efforts of the Russian engineers had 
been directed since the expedition had been fii'st talked off. The 
■whole of the ground there was supposed to be rendered deadly 
by batteries and mines, and the next move in the game was 
anxiously awaited. We had halted two nights on this ground, 
during which t!ie cavalry and horse-artiUery, who were on out- 
post duty, led a hard life. The horses had neither forage nor 
water for forty-eight hours, all which time they remained ac- 
coutered and harnessed ; and the men and officers did not, for 
these and two other days, taste meat 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE FLANK MAECH. 



TowAKB noon, oa the 26th, the artilJeiy of the first division 
received orders to march immediately, without waiting for the 
infantry, up the road near which we were encamped. Proceed- 
ing about a mile, we came to a white house on the roadside, in 
front of which Lord Raglan and General Airey were seated, 
looking at a map. His lorlship motioned us t« take a by-road 
into the woods on cur left, ind c)lle3 out to us to go south- 
east. Accordingly, we went on, steenng by the sun, and follow- 
ing the main path, which wis overhung with bushes. After 
proceeding in this way for an hour, our progress was stopped by 
a troop of our horse artillery, halted in the road in front. Find- 
ing themselves unsupported by cavalry, they had naturally be- 
come alarmed for the safety of their right flank and front, in a 
spot where artillery would be taken at a gi'eat disadvantage if 
attacked by skirmishers, who might pick off the men and 
horses, and capture the guns, wilbout list. 

Prcsentiy Lord Eaglan came liding up, followed by his staff, 
and demanded sharply why we had halted ; and, going to tlio 
troop in front, ordered them immediately to proceed, himself 
leading the way. Accordingly, we advanced tlirough the wood 



IpyGOOgIC 



for about three miles further, when Lord Raglan and his staff 
carao back in haste, inquiiing for the cavalry. In an open, 
space in fiont of us, they had come suddenly on a Russian foi'ce, 
nnr hi g at right an^^les to our own 

Had tl e enemy whose n ml ers were yaiioualy estimated at 
Iromtento fifteen tlous-mi men known our order of march, 
the\ n loht by throi mg i sufii leut force of infantry into the 
ivocl ha^e cajtured or it ini late disabled, about tivenfy of 
our guns The cavdlrv "ome s|mdroiis of which presently 
trotted j,iat us to tlie trout could not have acted efiiciently 
aginst musketiy in 1 thiti. w(od tlie artillery themselves 
could not have acted at all ; and our own infantry, with tlie ex- 
ception of a small body of tlie rifles, which presently followed 
the hussars to tlie front, was still some miles in rear. Luckily, 
the enemy, far from adopting any such bold measure, at once 
took to flight, the meeting being no more expected, and much 
less desired, by him than by us ; and our horse-artillery, de- 
bouching into the open space, opened at once on the rear of the 
fugitives, who, in their haste, left some carriages with baggage 
and ammunition on the plain. 

On this small plain, which is surrounded by trees, stands a 
lajge white house, known as Mackenzie's Farm. From Sebas- 
topol a road crosses it at right angles to the one we had come 
by, ascending very steeply from the plains below, on the side of 
the city, and descending again on the ieft after passing tiie farm. 
Down the road to the left the troop of horse-artillery (Maude's) 
pressed in pursuit, and came up with some infantry, who, turn- 
ing on the skirts of the wood, fired a volley, which did no dam- 
age, and ran into the bushes, when the artillery, unlimbering, 
opened with case shot, and killed several. Some of the Scots 
Grays, dismounting, went skirmishing through the wood, and 
about a dozen Russians, throwing themselves doivn and pretend- 
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icg to be dead, rose after they were past and fired on them, foT 
wliicli discreditable ruse they were, as tbey deserved to be, all 
put to death. 

In the mean time, all the artillery was brought into the open 
space and placed in position in both directions, so as to open on 
the force that had passed ua if it returned, or on any other body 
which might be following it. Going to the edge of the plain 
opposite the side we had debouched from, we found ourselves on 
the edge of a steep cliff descending to the plains below, along 
which was retreating a train of carries which, cut off by our 
advance, had turned back by the road they came. A gun was 
moved down this road, and some rounds were fired, with no 
other effect, however, than accelerating their flight, and causing 
them to abandon some of their vehicles. Those left on the plain 
were immediately submitted by the artillerymen and dragoons to 
a rigorous examination. They appeared to contain the wardrobe 
of some luckless cavalry officer. Blue jackets, trimmed with 
black fur, and laced with silver, silver sashes, smart shakos, 
marked with the number " 12" in silver, and gorgeous shabracks, 
were among the spoils. There were also fine shirts and other 
garments, a looking-glass in an inlaid tortoise-shell case, which 
I tried in vain to tempt the captor to sell me (he said if he was 
spared he hoped to look at himself in it in England), and a sort 
of altar-piece, in a great wooden ease with folding doors, which, 
being thrown back, disclosed a goodly assemblage of saints and 
sacred personages, whose figures were gilt ; while their faces, ap- 
pearing through holes left in the metal, were beautifully painted 
on ivory behind. There was some concealed machinery by 
which the figures were moved. My own share of the spoil was 
a large bucket filled with com attached to one of the carriages, 
into wliich my horse immediately plunged his muazle, having 
had but short rations for some days past. 
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By degrees the divisions of infantry CJime ihrougli tlie wood, 
and formed on the plain. The cavalry, coming back fi-om the 
pursuit, brought in a few prisoners, mounted on Russian carriages, 
with some pairs of nice horses. An officer was taken, to whom 
the Duke of Cambridge put some questions in French about the 
late battle. "Ah," he said, "our men fought well enough, hut 
't is of no use — your infantry are the best in the world." 

Before we resumed our march, a dull deep roar was heard be- 
hind us, and from timid the trees ascended a column of smoke, 
ifself in shape like a magnificent tree, its rounded outlines spread- 
ing, like white foliage, high and wide. Tliis was the explosion 
of an araraunition-wagon of the enemy, which Captain Fortescue 
of the artillery had been ordered to blow up. Then the divisions 
moved in their accustomed order of march down the steep chalky 
hill, on the precipitous side of which were numerous carts and 
wagons, upset by those who had fled back by the road they 
came. The march was slow, and the stoppages irom the car- 
riages and wagons halting on the steep, frequent : and, though 
evening was approaching, we still had to traverse some miles of 
plain before reaching water. These plains had a surface of chalk 
covered thinly with grass, amid which the white dust rose in 
clouds at eveiy step, and chalky hills were all around. At length, 
after a long and weary march, we reached the river Tchemaya, 
which runs through the valley of Inkermann, and pitched our 
tents after nightfall, while the rear divisions and batteries did not 
arrive till some hours afterward. During the night, the redness 
of the sky above the heights on which Mackenzie's Farm stands, 
showed that" our allies, following in our steps, were encamping 
there. 

It is not easy to define the object of the Russian troops in thus 
sallying from Sebastopol. Probably it was done witli a view to 
operate in the woods in our rear during the siege, on the sup- 
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position that we should attack the fortress from our camp on the 
Ealhek. But for the halt which our artillery made in the wood, 
it would have debouched at Mackenzie's Farm, across the middle 
instead of across the rear of the enemy's column of route. Had 
the infantry been close, in suffitient force to support us, this 
would have insured the discomfiture of the Russians, and the 
capture of many prisoners. But, under the actual circumstances, 
we may consider the halt fortunate, and console oui-selves with 
thinking all 's « p11 (hat ends » ell. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

SUFATION OF BALAKLAVA. 

CHOLERA COLOSEI. COX— HALT IN A OORGE—FIRISG 

BALAKLAVA — SnCCBSSFUL TliASSFEK 
TH TO THE SOOTH SIDE OP SEDASTOPOL — 
-TUS VALLEY — THE HARBOR— TUE TOWN — 
RUINED FORTIFICATIONS. 

On the 27tli we only went about four miles; but the conse- 
quences of the long and fatiguing march of the day before 
showed ttemselvea directly we started. Men, fallen out of the 
ranks, began to strew tlie roadside, niany of them in the agonies 
of eiiolera ; and, within a mile, I saw at least fifty or sixty High- 
landers IjHng exhausted. On this day Colonel Cos, of the 
Guards, seized with cholera, was taken up on one of our gun- 
limbera, and, going on shipboard, died tte same eyening. 

Before noon the first division halted at the mouth of a gorge 
between very lofty hills ; and np the heights inclosing it, the 
brigades of tlie light division advanced, one on each tude ; while 
some riflemen took possession of a low pointed hill in the valley, 
crowned with a white house. From beyond this hill we presently 
heard some of the guns of tlie light division, and the smoke of 
others also rolled back over the heights on the left, wtile a shell 
or two from the enemy burst over the valley. The Guards were 
moved forward into a village at the mouth of the gorge, down 
which appeared a piece of water like a small lake, closed at the 
3* 
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other extremity by a liigh hill croivned by a long wall with tow- 
ers, looking in the distance like a respectable fort. Pi'esently 
ship's guns were hearil from tie sea. Our own continued to 
fire from the height on the left, and dust flew from the walls 
where they struck ; while the garrison instead of continuing to 
reply, ran along the edge of the wall toward the sea, apparently 
in great agitation, A party of rifles, moving up the slopes, en- 
tered the place and followed the garrison along the wall, and a 
white flag showed that Balaklava had surrendered, fortunately 
with ut any lie i sjAt; while a small English steamer, appear- 
ing suddenly m the piece of water below, assured us that the 
harbor w is our own and our communjcation with the fleet re- 
established 

The maneuver n w successfully accomplished, of transferring 
the armj tiom thi, north to the south side of Sebastopol, would, 
as bof r? remaiked have been impossible imder the old condi- 
tions of war "Vi ith a stationary depot north of Sebastopol, con- 
voys with mumtions could not hare been taken past the fortress, 
unless guar led h\ detachments of such strength as could not 
have l}een S[ ir d from the army, and then only with constant 
risk of II fenuj tion nd los-i. To transfer this depot to the south 
side of the lortrc^s in sailing ships, the first condition must have 
been a favorable wind; and, when the fleet had obtained this 
and taken advantage of it, the maneuver, detected from the for- 
tress, would iiave been baffled by the interposition of a Eus=ian 
force on the land side of Balaklava, But, thanks to steam, the 
army could afford to abandon its communications with the fleet 
on the Balbck, confident of resuming them at the point concert- 
ed ; and the libors of the Ku^iin engineers, long directed solely 
to resist the anticipated attack on the north side, were, by this 
unespected movement, rendeicd unav uling 

As Balaklava LtnLelorth become'* a pWe of im]«itince in 
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the narralive of tlie campaign, it is wortli describing, and, in- 
deed, deseiTes notice from its picturesijue l>eauty. 

The valley, extending less ttan a mile from the gorge to the 
edge of the harhor, eonaista of gardens, meadows, and vineyards, 
the latter spreading a little way up the slopes on each side, till 
thp hard rock forbids further cultivation. To the soldiers, long 
af cmtomed to eat their ration, fresh or salt, with the vegetable 
accompaniment of rice only, the vineyards, rich with clusters of 
npe grapEi, and the gardens, abounding overhead in apples 
and pluma, and underfoot in pumpiina, tomatoes, and cabbages, 
all of etf ellent quality, appeared a paradise. The last-mentioned 
vegetable seemed especially agreeable to the military palate; 
and men of all arms of the service might be seen crossing the 
meadows, bearing on their slioulders long poles, on which whole 
rows of cabbages were impaled, Clust«rs of trees were inter- 
mingled with the spots of tillage, and a small stwam, filling 
wells as it went, flowed along the meadows. 

Tte harbor, a narrow inlet of the sea, winding between steep, 
barren heights, looked more like a fresh-water lake than an arm 
of the ocean, its mouth being concealed by an abrupt bend. I 
have seen something like it in the basins of the hills around 
Snowdon and Cader Idris. Escept at the upper extremity, 
where it grows shallow, it shelves down to an extraordinary 
depth clce to the shore. Its greatest width is about four hun- 
dred yard" In the course of the afternoon many ships came in, 
and rin^ei tliemsplies sile by side close to the south shore 
the A^'imemnon, towering alo^e the rest lookel like the oil 
puzzle of the reel in the boftle on a magnificent scale The 
town, consisting ot seieril narrow street*!, stanls on the south 
shore The women, a[jn.licnsne of ill treatment hal flel *o 
the opponite side, but a stiff officer crossm^ to a^ure them of 
safety, several boat-loa la returned \n ong them w s a j or 
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lady who told me in French, that she hid left Sebaotopol only 
the day before "fo escaje from the Engbsh" She submitted 
with exteeling good grace to the will of tate Out ido the 
guard room were rantei in orlertlie giniaon to the number 
of eightj ivith then veneriLle white mustaihed ommandant, 
prisoners of war their arms lein^' piled on the ground m front 
Bohind tho trwn the lock slopes \erj steeply up to the wall and 
the towers at the top The e tuilt in rule t me -md unre- 
paired for centimes, are atsolutoly usoless for defense. The 
ruinous towers -^eem ready to topple oterwith the first foot- 
step that ascenJs their broken stiir hua;e gaps yawn □ tho in- 
tenennt, wills and the [ortons ct thi, latter ^till standing 
ehow b} their thii pirajct raised m frort of a ntnowpath, 
that fhPY were intpnded to resist an enemy iiho knew not tho 
use of cannon Nevertheless at a d stance theae shattered 
stones wore an mipos ng and martial aspe t like an ancient suit 
of mail m in armory Tliere were ni guns in the place, and 
the shells fired at us were from a mortar. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE POSITION BEFORE SEBASTOPOL, 



— POST-OFFICE — SPBCCLATOES — POSITIOH' 
: SEDABTOPOL — LANCIK8 ASfl TEAKEPOBTiTION OP 
S OP SEBASTOPOL — TER 
BOBGE — BCSaiAN 



Most of flie mliabitants of tte valley had left the doors of 
fheir hou ts lo 'Li.i as if they intended to return shortly, jind 
expecte 1 to fi id th ngs ia tliey had left them. But, notwith- 
standing a general order (called forth by a great slaughter of 
turkeys geeae and heni w th rifles and revolvers) that private 
pnjeity was to he respected, the housoa in Kadukoi, the village 
at the entrance of the valley, were pillaged, and tho doors, win- 
dow-sashes, and rafters, for the most pai-t, taten away for fire- 
wood. Some of the chiefe of tho army took up their quarters in 
Balaklava; a post-ofiice was established, aad ships laden witii 
siege matoriab were brought into the harbor, and ranged along 
the road in front of the houses, which the great depth of water 
close to the slioro rendered almost as accessible and convenient 
as a wharf. Private apecnlators set up stores for the sale of 
grocery and clothing. Cargoes of the sanie articles were broug-ht 
from Constantinople in the hired transports; and, in most in- 
stances, advantage was taken of tho necessities of the troopa 
to demand shamefuily esorbitant prices. 
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Meantime the tliitd, fourth, and ligJit divisions were moved 
up to the lieiglits of Sebastopol, and bivouacked witliin long can- 
non-range of tho fortress. Some shot, pitched into their posi- 
Uons, forced them to move, on different occasions, a little to the 
rear ; but, after a time, this ineffectual annoyance was, for the 
most part, discontinued, and at the be^nniug of October the 
rest of the allied army was moved up to the position it was in- 
tended to occupy, leaving the cavalry, a troop of horse-artillery, 
the 93d Ee^ment, and some mai'ines and seamen, with guns 
from the fleet, to pq>tect Ealaldava. 

For cigtt days the time was spent in landing and bringiBg np 
the materials and armament for the batteries of attact; and 
tiiese being collected in suiRcient numbers, the trenches were 
opened. This process was rendered very difBcult and laborious 
by the soil, which was extremely rocky, and the progress made 
in it necessarily slow. As the whole interest of the campaign 
was now focused in this particular portion of the Crimea, it will 
be well to describe minutely the position which was soon to be- 
come the theater of a series of conflicts. These would he hut 
imperfectly understood without a fuller idea than a map can 
^ve of the whole of the ground occupied by the allied army, 
and by the enemy. 

Looting at a map of the Crimea, the reader will see that a 
valley extends from the inner end of the harbor of Sebastopol, 
where the Tchemaya runs into it, to that of Balaklava. 

From the former harbor to the ruins of Inkermann the valley 
is from twelve to fifteen hundred yards wide ; then the heights 
on either side separate ti!l, at the point where the road to Mac- 
kenzie's Farm crosses the Tchemaya, they are nearly four miles 
asunder. Here a rounded cluster of gentle eminences divides 
the valley into two defiles : these, sweeping round from south- 
east to south-west, unite in one plain, which, traversed by small 
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hilla, spreads to the gorge of the valley of Balaklava, and up to 
tie heiglita rigLt and left. Tliiia tliia valley, extending ti-om one 
harbor to the other, forms a wide neck to a small peninsula of 
which Cape Klieraoa is the extremity, and on which the allied 
troops took their position. This peninsula, having steep cliffs at 
the aea-shore, consists of a high undulating plain, or range of 
plains, deft by deep gullies that descend gradually to the hasin 
in which lies Sebastopol. From a point opposite the ruins of 
Inkermann, to tliat where the road from Sehastopol deswnds to 
Balaklava, the range of heights hounding the valley is iinhioken, 
except at a point easily defensible, where the Woronzoff road 
crosses it. Bnt to the left of the point, opposite the ruins of In- 
kermann, the ground south of tlie Tchernaya slopes upward so 
gradually as to oppose no serious obstacle to the advance of 
troops to the heights, while the English division posted there 
was not on the ridge looking into the valley, but on another 
ridge in rear of it. Thus the space between the right of the 
allied batteries of attack and the heights opposite Inkermann was, 
while unintrenched, the weak point of the position. The ground 
will be more minutely described in an account of tlie two actions 
of which it was the scene. 

The harbor of Balaklava lies, as has been said, in a cleft be- 
tween high and steep mountains. Beyond the inner extremity 
of the harbor this cleft continues itself for about half a mile in 
the small cultivated valley described in the last chapter.* A 
row of low isolated hills extends across the entrance of the valley 
and up the heights on each ade, to the plains of the peninsula 
on the one hand, and to the clifls above the sea on the other, 
thus forming a natural line of defensive posts. At about tliree 
thousand yards in front of these, on tke plain, sweeping, as before 
described, from the valley of the Tchernaya, is another range of 
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isolated liilla, the left of wliich is witliia cannon-shot of the 
heights lielil by the Allies, and the right one near the village of 
Kamara, wHeh lies on the mountains forming the southern 
boundary of the plain. This last range of hills, crowned with 
small intrenched works armed with artillery, and garrisoned by 
Turks, formed the outposts of the Allies in front of Balaklava. 
Thus, the position extended from the sea-shore in front of Scbas- 
fopol round the heights of the peninsula to the Woronzoff roa<J, 
and thence across to the last hill on the plain near Kamara ; 
while an inner line of posts extended across the entrance of Ba- 
laklava valley, up to the heights of the peninsula on the left and 
round to the sea-cliffs on the right, inclosing valley, town, and 
harbor. 

Of the gullies already mentioned as channehng the plains, the 
principal one divides the peninsula neariy in halt Resembling 
at first a wide ditch between grassy slopes, it gradually becomes 
a deep winding ravine with steep rocky sides hke the dry bed 
of a wide river, and descends to the ba^n of the inner harbor. 
The left of the English lines in front of Sebastopol rested on one 
margin of this ravine, the right of the French lines on the other. 
The greater part of the French troops were encamped behind 
their lines on the sit« of the ancient Chersonesus, leaving a large 
space by the sea unoccupied. Their supplies were landed at 
Kamicth Bay, one of the deep narrow recesses of Cape Cherson, 
from whence to Sebastopol the coast is indented by many inlets. 
There a fleet of transports assembled, so numerous that their 
masts looked like a forest ; and a wharf afforded the necessary 
convenience for landing the multitude of stores winch crowded 
the beach and the environs of a small city of tents. 

Half-way between Cape Cherson and Balaklava the bold coast 
line turns back at a sharp angle, close to the site of an ancient 
temple of Diana, now occupied by the monastery of St. George. 
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It stands on the edge of a Wgli sloping cliff, and consists of a 
long low range of white buildings, with pillared porticoes and 
green roofs and domes. The cliff it stands on is of yellow clayey 
stone — the next headland southward, abutting far beyond it, is 
of extreme richness of color — a deep pearly gray, dashed with 
dark red, of a tone which, even on a gloomy day, imparts to the 
mass a kind of sunset radiance and glow. A sergeant's guard 
of Zouaves is stationed in one of the buildings, and many Russian 
families continue to inhabit the place. Passing through tlie edi- 
fice hy a steep flight of steps, a gallery is reached extending 
along the upper face of the cliff. Terraces connected by a wind- 
ing path jut out below, and near its base the rock is clothed 
with a shrubbery of small firs. There was a sound of chanting 
as we passed along the balcony : tho Zouave who accompanied 
us opened the door, and motioned us in without ceremony. Tho 
place was a very small low chapel, its walls hung with sacred 
pictures executed with elaborate vileness. A priest in a red 
garment was reading prayera to some others who sang the 
responses. He was bareheaded, hut the rest, clad in black gowns, 
wore tall cylindrical caps, from which black vails descended be- 
hind. There was something strange in coming thus suddenly 
from a great camp into the presence of this secluded brotherhood, 
whose devotions, usually accompanied only by the dashing of 
the waves below, were now broken hy the less seemly sound of 
the distant bombardment. 

The whole of these plains are probably much the same in aspect 
now as in the days when Diana's worshipers crossed them on 
the way to her temple. A short dry turf, scarcely clothing the 
gray rock, which every where pushes its fragments tlirough, is, 
except the patches of coppice, the only vei'dure. No fields nor 
gardens tell of an attempt to mal^e the soil productive, but here 
and there vines cling to the side of a slope whei-e the earth ia 
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deepest, and are inclosed by walla of loos« atone. A few trees, 
soon cut down for firewood, anrrounded the farm-touaes, and 
otliors grew at interrals down fie coiirae of the larger ravines. 
Lit by a warm aun, bouaded by a blue sea, and enlivened- by the 
view of the white-walled city, the aapect of the plains in October 
was fresh and almost cteerful, while, looking inland, tlie tumbled 
masaea of hills always lent grandeur to the landacape. But when 
a north wind whiatled piercingly across the heights — whca the 
dense fogs of November hung their gray drapery along the hori- 
zon, and rested in cold white masses on the hills — when the 
green turf grew mire, and the leafy coppice a texture of wot 
brown twigs and roots, and yellow turbid pools settled along the 
course of the ravines, it waa no wonder that the tenta of the Arab, 
who is at least dry and warm in his desert, seemed preferable to 
the camp before Sebastopol, and the hardiest soldiers turned now 
and then a longing thought to the fireades of England. 
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CHAPTER X. 

COMME^rCEMBNT OP THE SIEGE 



, THBEATENBD BT A ECS3UM FOKCB—SORTIE OS THE Fltt 

The ravines already mentioned, five in number, beginning in 
the middle of tbe plains of the peninsula, descend in courses, 
more or less winding, to the basin of the harbor. On the slopes 
of the plain, between these ravines, the English batteries were 
traced. In front of them, iu the angle made by the outer and 
inner harbors, and on the right of the latter, stand some large 
public buildings belonging to the dockyard, and a large barrack. 
These in the absence of permanent defensive worts, were covered 
by strong and solid earthen batteries on commanding points, 
thrown up simultaneously with the progress of our own trenches. 
In front of the right of our attack was a round tower, surrounded 
by an intrenchment armed on all sides with heavy guns. Next 
was a very large battery, composed of two faces meeting in a 
salient angle ; this was known during the siege as the Redan. 
Hear the inner harbor was another, known as the Barrack Bat- 
tery, capable of firing on our left batteries or on the Freucli. 
These were all that wei'e immediately opposed to us, besides the 
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is of a Hfie-of-battle ship in tlie inner tyrbor, and the long 
guns of some steamers. 

Between the English camps and the fortress the ground 
sloped upward to a ridge, and then downward toward the Rus- 
sian batteries. It is evident that the farther down these slopes 
our trenches were placed, the more they were commanded by 
the enemy, and the higher must be the parapets to cover us 
from their fire. In such very stony and deficient soil, it would 
have Iieen almost impossible to obtain the requisito amount of 
earth very low down on the slopes, and our tirst batteries were 
placed on some spots where the groiuid rose gently upward for 
a space on the face of the descent. 

From the left of the great ravine to the Quarantine Harbor 
the ground is comparatively fiat and unbroten, and on the right 
portion of this space the French trenches were opened at much 
shorter range than those of the English. In the angle of the 
out«r and inner harbors, opposite the French attack, stands the 
town of Sebasfopol, protected partly by parapets of masonry, 
partly by earthen batteries. 

The distinctive features of the campaign have been noticed in 
a preceding chapter , the siege now commenced has also its pe- 
culiantiPS 

In ordinary siege, the place hai mg been completely invested 
so as to contne the garrison to it" own resources, the trenches 
are ojiened it about six hundred yard'!, inclosing one or more 
salient points of the fortifi.t.ation3 Ihus the worts of the as- 
sailants being on the arc ot the outer of two concentric circles 
discnbed from a pjintwithm the fortress, while tlie defenses 
are on the arc of the inner one, six hundred yards nearer the 
center, it follows that the besiegers always have space for a far 
greater number of guns than are mounted on the woiis to op- 
pose them. When the superior fire from the batteries in the 
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trenehea has overpowered that of the place, the worts are 
pushed forward ; otiier batteries are established close enough to 
breach the walls; and tlie breach becoming practicable, the 
assault is made, and tho garrison being overpowered by superior 
numbers, the place is taken. 

In the present instance, the assailing force being insufficient 
to inclose the whole extent of front, tho southern side of the 
harbor only was invested, leaving the tbnnidable forts on tlie 
north unassajled, and the road from the interior free for supplies 
of all kinds. The front attacked being about three miles in' ex- 
tent, the space at the disposal of the garrison enabled them to 
reply with at least as many guns aa the besiegers could bring to 
attack them. But had the Russian batteries been totally si- 
lenced, and the south side taken by assault, tho outer har- 
bor, acting as a huge wet ditch, presented a fresh obstacle, 
backed by a fresh line of batteries, and rendered a new series 
of operations necAssaiy. If the harbor had remained open, the 
fleet might have come in to support; an as'.ault of the land 
forces ; but, on entering &ebaitopol after the defeat at the Alma, 
MenschikofF had caused eight large ships to be sunk across the 
entrance. Henceforward, so long aa this obstacle esisfed, the 
operation of the fleets was limited to making a diversion by at- 
tacking the forts at the entrance ; and this was the part it took 
in the combined attack. 

Until the whole of the alhed batteries were ready to open to- 
gether, not a gun replied to the Are which tho Russians did not 
cease to direct, first, upon our camps, and afterward on our 
trenches. Hidden as the allied camps were behind the crest of 
a hill, there must have been something of mystery and awe for 
the garrison in this strange silence, almost the only token of the 
presence of an enemy being the increasing height of the para- 
pets of the trenches. 



IpyGOOgIC 



70 BTOEY or THE CAJIPAICN. 

On the I7th at dayliglit, pursuant to the general orders of 
tiie niglit before, the silence was hroken by such a peal of artil- 
lery as has scarcely ever before, in the most famous battles or 
sieges, shaken the earth ariund the ccm! itanti Ahunlrel 
ind twenty =is piecps many ot thpm ot the higpst caliber 
Of enci at once upon the Euisian defense nni were answered 
bj 1 etdllir^r number ot equal rin e and power The din 
WIS incessanl and the smote m the latfeiies ^.i dense tl it, 
after a few round" the tunners hid their peces rather Iv the 
hue* on the phtf>rms thin by a view of the i,lj t umed at. 
The fiist \isiUe efi t ot our bre wa& on the Round Tow r the 
pieces mounted on which were soon dismounted, and its auiface 
deeply scarred by the shot of the heavy es-pounder guns in the 
naval battery on the light, practicing at a range of more than 
two thousand yards. Several explosions took place this day — 
the first in a French battery, where a magazine blew up at half- 
past eight in the morning, killing and wounding fifty men and 
disabling the battery ; another less serious one ocenrred after- 
ward in the French fines. In the afternoon, the Russian maga- 
zine in the Redan was fired by a shell from tlie English batter- 
ies, and sileaccd a great number of its guns ; and shortly after- 
ward a number of cases fified with powder blew up in rear of 
the Enghsh trenches, doing but tittle damage. The Lancaster 
guns (a new invention, now tried for the first time in war), of 
which there were several in our batteries, sent forth Iheir mis- 
siles with a rushing noise, ezacUy like that of a railway train, 
and were distinguishable at each discharge amid the din of the 
cannonade. 

At one o'clock, the French and English fleets, whose attack 
had been anxiously expected, stood in, and engaged the forts at 
the month of the harbor, the former on the south, the latter on 
the north side ; and the deep volleymg thunder of their broad- 
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sides, continuing without an instant's pause, gave a new cliarac- 
ter to tlie cannonade, while a dense canopy of smoko, hanging 
lieavily above the scene, bid the sea, the harbor, and the town, 
from the spectators on the heights in front of the English 
camp, ITie Aganienmon and the Sanspareil maintained on this 
occasion a position much nearer to the forts than the rest of the 
fleet, which anchored, for the most part, at upward of two tliou- 
saud yards. 

When the Are ceased at nightfall, and the gains and losses 
were counted up, the result was by no means commensurate 
with the expectations previously afloat in the allied army. 
High authority had been quoted for the opinion that we should 
silence the Eusaian batteries in a few hours. The less sanguine had 
prescribed three days as the limits of the contest. Our progress 
hitherto had fallen short even of tlie latter estimate. On the 
Russian side many guns had been disabled, the worts had been 
much damaged, and Fort Constantine was said to be seriously 
shaken by the fire of the two line-of-battle ships ; but on ours, 
the French attack had totally ceased since the explosions of the 
morning. The Russian works, being of earth like our own, 
were repaired with equal facility, and the disabled guns were re- 
placed by fresh ones from the arsenal. It was while watching 
the renewed vigor of the enemj s fire and seeing our own 
wounded borne by fio the trenches that we received on the 
18th the mml bring ng the absurd and m sch e -ous announce- 
ment of the fill of Sebaatopol a d ead (he details of our own 
imaginary victory — an announ em nt ban h characterized af- 
ferward as " discoimtin the glory of the conquest. It was 
robbing success f it be t re^vards tl is to o- e ns our honors 
before they were due 

The interest esated by a contest of artillery, without decided 
advantage on either side, soon languishes ; and in a few days 
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tiie thunder of the bombardment was almost unheeded. But 
the troops in the trenches and batteries were hardly worked, 
and exposed by day incessantly to a trcmendous flro. The space 
in the magazines in our batteries was at first insufficient to hold 
ammunition for the day's consumption, and to take in fresh 
supplies formed one of t]ie most trying duties which artilleiy- 
men can be called on to perform. Wagons filled with powder, 
drawn by horses of the field-batteries, were diiven down the face 
of a hill for upward of half a mile, in full view, and quito 
within range, of tie enemy's guns. A shell bursting m the 
wagons would have blown horses and men into the air ; and to 
the risk of this were added the usual chances of being struck 
by shot or splinters ; yet neither the officers (often mere boys) 
nor the drivers ever showed the shghtest hesitation in proceed- 
ing on their perilous errand. Several horses were killed by 
cannon-shot, and on one occasion a shell, lodging between the 
spokes of a wheel, exploded there, blowing off three wheels and 
the side of the wagon, and blackening tie cases of powder with- 
out igniting their contents. 

Hitherto the attention of the Allies had been concentrated on 
the fortress, but on the 20th of October a new element forced it- 
self into tlieir calculations. Russian troops showed themselves on 
the cluster of low heights which, as before mentioned, divide the 
valley of the Tchcraaya into two defiles. Some Cossack torse- 
men lounged about the meadows, at about two thousand yards 
from our position, and about fifty infantry soldiers, emerging 
from a ravine in the heights, crossed to the river for water, re- 
maining for some time on the bank of the stream, and returning 
with a deliberation which showed they felt secure of support if 
molested. A body of cavalry, with some guns, posted itself on 
the Batshi-serai road, near the bridge which crosses the Tcber- 
naya tliere, and close 1o the meadow where our own artillery bad 
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bHOuicked on tlie ni^^lit of the flank marcli From dn fo 1 y 
this, force seemed to be aioTnenbd and was julgpl to Lo tlie 
rear j^inrd of in army whose nmnbers he ng hidden m. the 
farther dchle were unknown 

Oa the niftht of the 20th a sirhe was made by the gamion 
on the French trenches. The Russians calhas; out m Fr uch 
J^e tticyipai nous som esArtglas lenetrated nt the w rka 
without oj.po ihon and bavone(«d some ot the defcailers but 
were '■peelily repulsed with a loss of "ix killed and four 
woundel During the next few nights some Pussiin ^uns on 
the hei^l ta n the \ llev once or t ce ojeu 1 file on the lurks 
garrisoning the outposts in fiout of Balaklava, without result. 
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ATTACK ON BALAKLAVA. 



SEOCEE — ABDSB OP THE IPBKS — OBJECT OF THE K (J TI K 

In tlie description of our position, the line of outf o ton 
pied by the Turks was said to be on a ranj,e of low h lis, c os. ng 
the plain fi'om below the heights of tho plateau to the oppoate 
mountains, near the village of Kamara, Between these hills the 
plain slopes upward from Balatlava to a ridge, and down on the 
oppoate side, ■where the valley, as before mentioned, is divided 
into two defiles, the one sweeping round to the le!t under the 
heights of the plateau held hy the Allies, the other passing 
straight on to the Tchernaya. In this latter defile, and on the 
low eminenees dividing it from the other, the Russian army, now 
numbering thirty thousand men, under General Liprandi, was 
posted. 

At daybreak on the 25th the Russian guns on the eminences 
and in the valJey commenced a cannonade on the outposts held 
hy the Turks. A troop of horse-artilleiy and a field-battery, 
supported hy the Scots Grays, were ordered up from BalaHava 
to the slopes between the outposts, and found themselves op- 
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posed to the fire of several field-batteriea and some guns of 
position, which covered an advance of infentry against the hills 
on the right. As the troop was armed only with six-poundera, 
it and the field-battery were quite overmatched, both in metal 
and in numbers. Nevertheless, our artillery maintained tlie con- 
test till its ammunition was exhausted, when it retired, having 
lost a good many horses and a few men, besides Maude, the cap- 
taitt of the troop, who was severely wounded by a shell which 
burst ill his horee. 

At about 9 A.M. the first division, and part of tlie light, were 
ordered down to support the troops in 13alaklav3, which con- 
sisted of a body of marines and seamen, with heavy ships' guns, 
on the heights to the right of the valley, the 93d Highlanders 
and a Turkish detachment in fi-ont of the village of Kadutoi, 
and all the cavalry drawn up behind their encampment on the 
plain to the left, near a vineyard. The first division, passing 
along the heights from the Woronzofl' road to that which de- 
scends from tie plateau to the valley of Balaldava, had a com- 
plete view of the attack. 

The Russians, pushing on a large force of infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, had just succeeded in carrying the works on the 
hills nearest Kamara, Two large columns of cavalry, number- 
ing probably three thousand each, swept with great rapidity 
over tbo slopes of the otter hills nearer to our position, and the 
Turks wbo garrisoned the works there, firing a volley in the air, 
fled with precipitation over the parapets and down the slope. 
The Russians passed on ; and their guns, darting out from the 
colmans and dotting the plain at intervals, fired shells at us up 
the heights, all of which burst short At that moment thice 
heavy guns — two Turkish and one Frenrh— in positicn on the 
heights along which we were pii'img, were fired m succf!-.!©!! 
on the Russian cavalry, the ryht column of which, losing some 
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men and horses by tte first shot, wavered, halted, and, before 
the third gun was discharged, turned and galloped bacli. When 
the smoke of the hatteiy had dispersed, we saw that the left 
column, passing over and down the opposite slopes, waa already 
engaged with our cavalry on the plain. There was something 
almost theatrical in tlie grandeur of this portion of the spec- 
tacle ; the French stationed on the heights, and the English 
passing along them, looked down, as if from the benches of an 
amphitheater, on the two bodies of cavalry meeting in mortal 
shock on the level grassy plain, which, inclosed on every side by 
lofty mountains, would have been a fit arena for a tournament 
of giants. 

The Scotch Grays and fho Enniskilleners, charging in front, 
were impeded by the tent-drains and pieket^hnes of their own 
camp, and, advancing hut slowly, though with great steadiness, 
were swept back for a hundred pac«s by the torrent of Russian 
horsemen, fighting as they went, the red coats, fur caps, and 
gray horses, conspicuous amid the dark masses of the enemy. 
Then the 4th Dragoon Guards, advancing like a wall, buried 
themselves, in an imhroken line, in the flank of the Russians, 
while the 6th Dragoon Guards charged in support of the Grays 
and Enniskilleners. For a moment sword-outs and lance-thrusts 
were exchanged, then the Russians turned and fled confusedly 
back over the slopes, pursued for several hundred yards by the 
whole of the heavy cavalry, the Grays and Enniskilleners having 
rallied in time to join m theh> discomfiture. 

While this was going on, part of the enemy's column, throw- 
ing its right shoulder forward, made a rush for the entrance of 
the valley. The 93d were lying down behind a slope there; as 
the eavahy approached they rose, fired a volley, and stood to 
receive the charge so firmly that the horsemen fled back with 
the rest of the column, pursued as they went by the firo of the 
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battery (Baikur's), which had already been engaged in the 
morning. 

At this stage of the action tiie enemy's infantry and guns 
held the two hilla nearest Kamara, and had taken, in tlie works 
there, nine iron twelve-poanders, which we had confided to the 
Turks. We held the two points of the ridge nearest to our own 
position, and an mtermediate one, crowned with a redouht, re- 
mained unoccupied. The divisions advancing to support our 
troops, having descended into the plain, some field-batteries 
were moved forward, and a desultory and inefiectiye exchange 
of fire took place, at very long range, between the Russian 
guns behind the hills they had taken, and our own posted on the 



At the same time the brigade of light eayalry, which had not 
yet been engaged, had advanced to the edge of the slopes', 
whence they could look down on the enemy ralKed on their own 
ade of the plain, who had posted there a battery, flanked by two 
others, to repel any attack which might be made on them in 
their turn. Captain Nolan, author of the book on cavalry tac- 
tics, serving on the staff, brought an order to the commander of 
the cavalry to charge the enemy. To do so seemed desperate 
aad useless ; but Nolan asserted the order to be peremptory, and, 
joining in the charge which presently took place, was stiuck by 
a shell in the breast, and fell dead. Never did cavalry show 
more daring to less purpose. Received in front and flank by a 
fire which strewed the ground, for the half mile of dislance 
which separated them fi'om the enemy, with men and horse-~, 
they nevertheless penetrated between the guns and sabered the 
gunners. Captain Lowe, of the 4th Di'agoons, is said to have 
cut down eleven of the enemy with his own hand. This gal- 
lantly availed nothing. The whole Russian force was before 
them ; a body of cavalry interposed to cut ofi" their retreat ; and, 
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assailed on erery side by every arm, and their ranks utterly 
broken, they were compelled to fight their way through, and to 
regain our position under the same artilleryfire that had crashed 
into their advance. Singly, and in two's and three's, these gal- 
lant horsemen returned, some on foot, some wounded, some sup- 
porting a ivounded comrade. The same firo which had shaf^ 
tered their ranks bad reached the heavy cavalry on the slope 
behind, who also sufiered severely. Our toss would have heen 
greater but for the timely charge of a body of French cavalry, 
which, descending from the plateau, advanced up the heights in 
the center of the valley, where they silenced a destructive 
battery. 

The ridge of hills, stretehing entirely across the plain, hid the 
occurrences on the Russian side of the ground from the view of 
our troops in front of Balaklava; hut the nature of tlie disaster 
soon became apparent. Riderless horses galloped toward us 
over the hill, and wounded men were brought in, or rode slowly 
back, escorted by their comrades, I saw three privates of heavy 
dragoons riding back in this way. The middle one, a smooth- 
faced young fellow, hardly twenty, in no ways differed in his de- 
meanor from the otter two, sitting straight in his saddle and 
looking cheerful ; but, as lie passed, I saw that a cannon shot had 
carried away a laxge portion of his arm, sleeve, flesh, and bone, 
between the shoulder and elbow, leaving the lower part attached 
only by a narrow strip of flesh and cloth. Colonel Torke of the 
Enniskilleners too, rode past, supporting himself with his hand 
on the cantle of his saddle, and, in reply to an Inquiry from the 
Duke of Cambridge, said his leg was broken. 

In this unhappy affair the light cavalry lost ten officers and 
one hundred and forty-seven men killed or missing, and eleven 
officers and one hundred and ten men wounded, with three hun- 
dred and thirty-five horses. The heavy biigade lost, during the 
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day, nine m i LilleJ anl fen ofc ei> toI a lity a*- i^n mei 
wounded, and f rt\--jx lior es 

When the trtiUery file ceased •some nfles were mo^ed m 
Btirmishing order uptiwail the hiU near Kamara, apparently 
as a preliminwy to aa al^ance to retake it lut none «icli 
took place, tliou li the expect'ition was umerial am ng our 
people that it Has to ]"e lec^plured at once Toward e^enini 
some rum ani liwuit were serve 1 out to the men, who hii had 
no dinner, and at dusk the first division was marched back to its 
own encampment on the heights. The Russians were left in 
possesaon of two of the outposts held by the Tm'ks in the morn- 
ing, and nine guns, and their columns remwned in the plain, 
about one thousand five hundred yards from our front, drawn 
up as if to offer battle. Much murmuring was heard tliat they 
should be allowed thus to defy us, and to keep possession of 
the hills. But their success was rather apparent than real, and, 
but for the loss our cavalry suffered, would have been even bene- 
ficial to us. While it showed ns that we were holding a front 
more extended than was necessary or desirable, it conferred on 
the enemy no advantage worth fighting for, Balakiava was no 
more assailable after the action than before ; and if the posses- 
sion of the road into the mountains by Kamara was convenient 
to the Eussians for supphes from the inteiior, they could, by a 
detour from the valley of the Tchemaya, have commumcat«d 

The Turks were loaded with abuse for running away from the 
outposts, and losing the guns', and certainly the celerity with 
which they fled from the left of the position reflected no great 
credit on them. But the amount of obloquy seems undue. 
Others besides Turks would have left slight field-worts attacked 
by an ai'my, and having no support within cannon-rnn_;,'e. The 
redoubts and works nearest our heights were so weakly con- 
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straeted as to Ke rather a coyer for tlie defenders than an ohsta- 
cle to the asaiiilaiifs. Any aportsman would have considered it 
no great feat to have riddtn his hotse oyer both ditch and para- 
pet. These works were held hy few men ; the distance from 
them to the scanty force covering the entrance of the valley of 
Balaklava was three thousand yards ; and they were not all 
abandoned without a struggle ; for an Englishman serving wifJi 
our Ottoman allies, to!d ine on the field that he had seen thirty- 
seven of the fugitives fr jm the posts on the right who had re- 
ceived bayonet wcunds in their defense But the lomlats on 
the Danube had procured for our Mus&ulman fiiends such a re- 
putation for valor m defending mtrenthment'!, that it was be- 
lieved to be necessary only to throw up a few "ihoielluls of eaith, 
and any Turk posted behind them w ould liv e and die there , and 
the reaction produced by the upsetting of this belief, operated a 
little unjustly to their disadvantage. 

It is not easy to assign any precise object to the Russian at- 
tack, except that of penetrating into the village, and doing what 
hasty damage they could to the stores there, and to t}ie vessels 
in the harbor. To attempt to hold the place without the com- 
mand of the sea, and with a very superior enemy on the heights 
on each side, would have been madness. The Eusaians would 
have been inclosed, and destroyed, or captured to a man. Nor, 
in any case, would the loss of Balaklava, though a disaster, have 
been absolutely crippling to the AlUes, or effectual for the rehef 
of Sebastopol, since the British might have landed their supplies, 
as the French did, at Kherson : and the abandonment of Balak- 
lava, as too distant from our siege-works, was once said to be in 
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FIRST ACTION OF INEERMANN 



T OP DISTINOtriSHlNft 

I DECLINED — 

LEIS HOUSES — THE C lES PCSHBD FORWARD — FLiO OP TBUC 
PIBLB H SPITA18 — P fITI0N3 AT EALAKLATA AND OPPOSITE 
STEE'fQTHEVEIJ WHAT A "EEDOnBT" 



On a detailed map of the Crimea, a path ia shown which, 
branching to the right from the Woronzoff road in its course to- 
ward Sohastopol, descenda the hoighta to the valley of the 
Tchemaya, close to the head of the great harhor. On this road 
the second division were encamped across the slope of an emi- 
nence. The road, passing over the ridge, turns to the right down 
a deep ravine to the valley. To the left of this road the ground, 
sloping gently downward from the creat in front of tho second 
division, rises again to a, second eminence about one thousand 
two hundred yards in front of the first ; and from this second 
ridge you loot down across the head of the harbor in fi-ont, on 
the town and allied attact on the left, and on the ruins and val- 
ley of Iniermaim on the right. To the right of the road the 
ground, iirst sloping upward, then descends to the edge of the 
heights opposite Iniermann. All the space between and around 
4* 
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flie two ridges, down to tho edge of the heiglits, was covered 
with low coppiee. 

From the first, the Eussians showed great jealousy of any one 
advancing on anypart of the ground heyond the ndge. As soon 
as any party, if even hut two or three in number, showed itself 
there, a signal was made from a telegraph on the Russian ade 
of the valley to the ships in the haibor, which (though the spot 
■was not visible from their position) immediately sent up shot and 
shell at a tolerably good range. As the ridge in froEtwas ratJier 
higher than that behind which the second division was posted, 
and as the toad, as well as the slopes from the valley on the left 
of it, afforded facilities to the advance of an enemy not found at 
any other point of the heights, this was notoriously the weak 
point of our position. 

About noon on the day after the action at Balaclava, a Rus- 
sian force was descried from the naval battery on the right of 
the attacl^ sallying from the fortress, and, shortly afterward, the 
pickets of the second division were driven in. Volleys of mus- 
ketry on the ground between the ridges showed the affair to be 
serious, and a battery from the fii'st division hastened to join 
those of the second in repelling the attack, while the Guards 
were moved up the slope in support. Some shot from the ene- 
my's field-pieces were pitching over the ridge, behind which the 
regiments of the second division were Jying down, while their 
skirmishers met (lie enemy's down the slope ; and the guns of 
the second division had come into action on the crest of the hill. 
The battery of the first division (Wodehouse's) ranged itself in 
line vrith them, and, the enemy's guns being at once driven off 
the field, the whole eighteen pieces directed their firo upon a 
Russian column advancing half-way between the ridges. Un- 
able to face the stonn of shot, the column retired precipitatfiiy 
down the ravine to its left, where our skirmishers fired into it, 
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and completed its discomfiture. Another strong column then, 
showed itself over the ridge, and, after facing the fire of the 
Latteries for a minute, retired the way it came. Presently the 
first column, having passed along the ravine, was descried ais- 
cending, in scattered order, the height beyond; at fourteen hun- 
dred yards every shot and shell pitched among them, our skirm- 
ishers also pressing hard on their rear and flank. When they 
had disappeared over tie Mil, the only enemy visible was the 
body of skirmishers fighting witJi our own on the space between 
the ridges, and to them our guns were now turned. From the 
circumstance of those of our men who had been on outpost doty 
that day wearing their great-coats, it was difficult to distinguish 
them from the gray-clad Russians, especially as all were hidden 
to their waists in coppice, but an occasional speck of red enabled 
us to avoid mistakes. The Russian skirmishers, under the lire 
of our guns and musketry, retired, as I have always seen them 
retire, without precipitation, turning to fire as they went ; and, 
in. leas tlian an hour from the beginning of the combat, the space 
between the ridges was cleared of them. As their columns re- 
treated toward Sebastopol, they caioe within range of the Lan- 
caster gun in the right siege-battery. The naval officer in charge 
(Mr. Hewett) blowing away the right cheek of the embrasure, to 
obtain the requisite lateral sweep, fired nearly a dozen rounds 
into them with very great effect ; and the men of the second 
division, pressing on their rear, were with difficulty recalled from 
tlio pursuit. The Russians left a hundred and thirty dead within 
our pickets. We took forty prisoners, and a great number of 
wounded were brought into our hospitals. Next day pai-ties 
from the fortress were seen on their own side of the hill, burying 
numbers slain in the retreat. Altogefiier, the Russians were es- 
timated to have lost one thousand men, while we had ten killed 
and sixty wounded ; so that this brilliant fiffair made nraends to 
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the army for wliatevor waa uosatJsfaotoiy in the combat of tho 
preceding day. 

The regiments engaged in this action were — tbe 30tL, 55th, 
esth, 41st, 47th, and 49th. The batteries were Turner's, Fi'ank- 
lin's {commanded by Capt^n Yates), and Wodehouse's. 

WHle the Eussiana were retiring, a French staff-ofScer cime 
to General F\ ins, with an ofier fiom General Eosiuet of imme- 
diate aasistaiiie, ivhHh Sir De La y diclined with thanks, rt 
queataig him to ml im the Fri-ni-h geneul thdt tho tnemy 
were already defeate 1 

Pwlies ot the atfatLmg force were oL^-ervel to carrv in 
trenching tools 1 1 this enterprise The desyn of the fnemy 
probably was, after driving latk the troops in front, to threw 
up coyer on the opposite ndge, from bihind whiuh they might 
afterward attack the same point of our line with sufficient foica 
to follow up auy aisantage, and m pt the Allies on the plains. 
Had they succeeded in intrenching themselvei, we must either 
ha\e dislodged them at once m a pit^Jied battle, oi have al 
loTved them to codcct troops and artillery there, till it should 
■suit tJieir eonvemence to attaek us with e\cry advantage on. 
their side The value of the seivice dine m repelling them 
with so mfenor a torce (thiro were fifteen hundred mpn of the 
seconl diviaion engaged against eight th'>usand Russians) was 
perhaps not quite appreciated It is scar cl> too much to say, 
that the preienco of a strong intrenched force upon that part ot 
the ground would have been a more serious disaster than the 
loss of Balaldava. However, even tad they succeeded in driv- 
ing back the second division, they would have been encountered 
by the other divisions coining to its support. But the Russian 
general probably calculated that the attack on Balaklava of the 
previous day, would have induced us to strengthen that part of 
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the position at tie expense of the rest, and that we eIiouIiI bo 
abla to oppose but a weak force in an opposite quarter. 

All tliat afternoon -wagons were bringing in wounded Rus- 
sians Piihing the hospital tent of the first divwon. on th.t way 
to my own that evening, I saw a neit boot sticking uut of the 
door«n\, the neirei's leg being 6upported hy an orderly. I 
looked in, but quickly withdrew A young Ruasinn officer, ex- 
tended on a table, whose thigh bone had been splmtered by a 
ball, was undergoing imputation of the hip jomt. As I turned 
away, the booted lunb was detii bed fiom the bleodmg mass 
and laid on the ground He died in an hour Outsido the 
s.ime tent next day, I saw a guardsman making soup in a large 
camp-kettle, while within a stride of his fire lay the bodies of 
five Russians, in diffcrent postures, who had died of their 
wounds, and had been laid there for burial. The young officer's 
body was laid apart, covered with a blanket, and near it, cov- 
ered also, but not hidden, was a heap of amputated arms and 
legs. 

On tte night of the 26th, a body of horse, galloping from the 
valley through the French outposts, up the Woronzoff road, 
rushed through the divisional campa on each side, and were 
d to be cavalry on some desperate errand, the darkness 
g it from being d^covered that the horses were rider- 
less. About a hundred were captured. They were completely 
accoutercd, some for hussars, some for lancers. Bags of black 
bread hung at the saddle-bows. All were bridled, but the bits 
were out of their mouths, as if they had broken from , their 
pickets ; and it was surmised that they had been startled by 
some rockets which the French bad fired at troops passing 
along the valley. 

On the 27th, a new parallel was opened, as a place of arms, 
in front of our left siege-battery, and a day or two later the 



IpyGOOgIC 



Frencli trenches were puslied to within two hundred and fifty 
yards of the place. 

Great anxiety prevailed as to the oflicera and men missing 
since the action at Balaklava. It was said that the Cosaacis 
had been seen riding over tlie field, transfixing the wounded 
with their lances. On the 28th, Captain Fellowes was sent with 
a flag of truce to ascertain their fate. He was civilly received 
— fnid him that the dead were already huried, and the wounded 
cared for — and that, if he wonld return next day, the names of 
i should be asc«rtained and g^ven liim, with any 
T letters they might wish to send. On returning the 
day after, he learnt tliat only two officers were aiive in the ene- 
my's hands, and that hut few prisoners had heen made. The 
Russian general is sdd to have expressed his surprise at the 
desperate charge of the light hrigade ; saj-ing, the Enghsh cav- 
alry were always reputed brave, but this was mere folly. 

I had heard much of the excellent arrangement of the French 
field-hospitals, and rode one day to see the principal one, near 
General Canrobert's head-qnarters. It was a tall, wooden build- 
ing, like a ham, very airy, for there was a space between the 
roof and the walls, yet very warm — the change from the cold 
air without being most pleasant. The principal surgeon, a man 
of very fine and intelligent countenance, accompanied us round 
the beds, courteously indicating the most remarkable cases 
among the patients. These poor fellows, all wounded men, were 
arranged in rows, in excellent beds, and seemed as comfortable 
as such sufferers ever can be. Amputations had been very nu- 
merous, and the stumps of arms and legs projecting from the 
bed-clofhes were frequent along the rows. One man lay cov- 
ered up, face and all; he bad undergone amputation of the hip- 
joint, the surgeon said, four days before ; was doing well, and 
would probably live. I told him of the case of the young F.us- 
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slaa ofSeer, which I had witnessed a few days hefore, as already 
narrated. There was a httle gleam of professional exultation as 
he repeated the fetal teimination of the case to the surgeons in 
atteudance ; and then, turning to me, remarked that many sim- 
ilar operations had boeu successful in their hospitals. He point- 
ed out one man, a chasseur, who had served in Algiers, as of 
noted valor. He had lost hoth arms in the Fiench cavalry 
charge at Balaklava. The attendants seemed especially fender 
and assidaOQS in their treatment of the wounded. 

The attacks of the 25th and 28th had siiown the necessity 
of strengthening our position at Balaklava and opposite Inker- 
inann. A continuous intrenchment was carried in front of tlio 
foriner place, extending from the plateau across the entrance of 
the valley, up the hills, and round to a mountain path near the 
sea, which communicates with the Woronzoff road. On the 
lowest hill, in the valley of Kaduioi, a strong fort was erected. 
Batteries were placed at suitable points of the intrenchment, 
which was garrisoned by eight thousand men, English, French, 
and Turks. The trees in tlie meadows and gardens of the val- 
ley were cut down, partly to furnish ahattis and fire-wood, partly 
to prevent the enemy from obtaining cover, if they should suc- 
ceed in penetrating the outer line of defense. I have already 
described the appearance of the viJley when we entered it. 
\ow it was sadly changed ; all traces of cultivation had been 
stamped out by the multitudes of passing feet and hoofe, and 
only the stumps of the graceful willows or fruitful apple-trees 
remained to show where was once a garden or a grove. 

The first division was posted about half a mile in rear of tlie 
second. On its right, a narrow path descended the steep boun- 
dary of the plateau to the valley of the Tchemaya, ci'ossing a 
ford of the stream between the ruins of Inkermann and the 
cluster of heights where part of Liprandi's force was posted. 
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About a tliird of the way down, a shoulder projected from the 
precipice like a terrace, and on this tlie French roade a small 
redoubt, into which we put two guns to fire down on the plain, 
and lo sweep the terrace, and which was at first garrisoned by 
guardsmen, but afterward made over to the Fren^■h. The lat- 
ter had formed an almost continuous intrenchment from their 
great redoubt on the plateau above tlie Woronzoff road to this 
point, and we had begun on the 4th of yoveraber to carry it 
onward romid the face of the cliff opposite Intennann, so as to 
include the front of the second division. But the work pro- 
ceeded but slowly and internijitedly ; aud up to that time, the 
ground which had already beeu the scene of an attack, and 
was now again to become so, had only two small fragments of 
insignificant intrenchments, not a hundred yards long in all — 
and more like ordinary drains than field-works — one on each 
side of the road, as it crossed tlio ridge behind which the di- 
vision was encamped. 

Amid the many loose assertions and incorrect statements 
which have appeared in the public prints respecting the opera- 
tions of the campaign, there is one frequently-recurring error 
which deserves notice, as it is calculated to mislead military 
readers in forming their estimate of the different actions. Every 
species of intrenchment which appears on a position is talked of 
as a "redoubt." At the Alma the English force has been repeats 
edly described as storming intrenchments, and the battery 
where the great struggle took place is always menlioued as the 
"redoubt." The two-gun battery where the Guards fought at 
Iniormann is also a "redoubt;" and one writer describes it as 
eqiupped with "a breastwork at least seven feet high." A re- 
markable breastwork certiunly, since the defenders, to make ase 
of it as such, must needs be about ten feet in stature. 

There were no intrenchments, nor any works intended as ob- 
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FIRST ACTION OF INKEIIMAHN. 89 

stacles, in the Enssian position at the Alma. The only works of 
any kind were two long low bants of earth over which the guns 
fired — intended, not fo prevent our advance, hut the protect the 
guns and gunners from our fire. The hattery at the Inkermann 
was a high wall of earth, riveted with gahions and sand-hags, 
sloping at the extremities, and having two embrasures cut in it 
for the guns to fire through ; from end to end it was about twelve 

."Now, premising that field-works are said to he inclosed when 
they afford on all sides a defense against an enemy, and that, 
when they are so constructed that the defenders behind one fiice 
fire along the Space in front of them parallel to another face, the 
one is sfud to flank the other — a redoubt may be defined as an 
inclosed work witliout flank defense. It is either square, circu- 
lar, or many-sided ; and it is evident to the least informed reader, 
that a continuous parapet and ditch, guarded fiwm behind at all 
points by musketry, must be a formidable obstacle to assail, and 
must greatiy increase the facilities of defense. 

The rains of Inkermann, which have often been mentioned in 
this narrative, and which have given a, name to a flerce battle, 
stand on the edge of a cliff-like precipice on the Russian side of 
the valJey, about a mile from the head of the harbor of Sebasto- 
pol. They consist of a broken line of gr^y will';, hiftlemented 
in part, h nd w Th 11 1 fi h nd on 

honey mbed w h ns — n h 11 1 benea h runs 

the T h m ya frin 1 w h es Behind h m h gr nl 
slop upward top odwhpp nl 1 

points nllhh gul hp nt<.n i^ h h b 

Masses of gray stone protrude abruptly through the soil around 
the ruins, of such quaint sharp-cut forms, that in the distance 
they might be taken for the remains of some very ancient city, 
f n the 4th of Kovember it was known in our c;iiii]i that the 
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Eusaiaa army, which had been for some days past assembling 
north of the town, had received an important augmentation, and 
the arrival of some persons, apparently of diatindJon, Lad been 
witnessed frona our outposts. During the night there was a great 
ringing of bells in the city; but no warning had reached ua of 
the great enterprise, in preparation of which these were tho pre- 
Uminaries, 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



BATTLE OF IKKEEIIANN. 



g OP IBE RT7SSIAHS COSOEALBD B 
FOQ — BRITISH OTJTPOerS BnCPBISED — POSITIOS OOOUPIED BY THE Kri 



W ESCAPE — DBITU OF SI 



B OATH CART AID F. 



Few of those ivho were rouicd from th' ir sleep by the Kus- 
sian volleys at dayhght on the 5th of November, will cease to 
retain through life avmd impression ol the scene which fol- 
lowed. The alaim passed through thp camps — there was 
mountiag in hot haste of men scarce yet half anake, v/hme late 
dreams miiied with the stem reality ol the sumraons to battle — 
many of whom, hastening to the front, were killed before they 
well knew why tliey had been so hastily aroused. Breathless 
servants opened the tents to call their masters — seared grooms 
held the stirrup— and staff-officers, galloping by, called ont that 
the Russians were attacking in force. 

It was a dark, foggy morning, the plains miry, and the herb- 
ag* dank. Cold mists rose from the valley, and hung heavily 
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above the pl^ns. During the darkness the enemy had assem- 
bled in force in the valley of the Tchemaya, between Inkermann 
and the harbor. A marsh renders this part of the valley im- 
passable, except by the Wororzoff road, which, after winding 
round the sides of the steep hlufls, stretches, level, straight, and 
sohd, across the low ground. The Russian artillery had proba- 
bly crossed this in the night, and been brought with muffled 
wheels to a level point of the road, where, concealed by the jut- 
ting of the hill, it waited till the repulse of our outposts should 
afford it the opportunity of advancing to its destined position. 

At dawn they made their rush upon our advanced posts of 
the second diriaon, on the crest looting down into the valley, 
which fell back fighting upon the camp behind the crest, twelve 
hundred yards in rear. The outposts of the division were well 
accustomed to skirmish with the enemy on the same ground ; 
but Captain Robert Hume of the 55th, whom I met going out 
in command of a picket the night before, and who was shot 
through the knee in the action, fold me that the Russians had 
ceased to molest us there since their repulse on the 26th of Oc- 
tober. A picket of the light division, in the ravine on the left^ 
W£^ captured with its offlcer. 

The outposts driven in, the hill was immediately occupied by 
the enemy's field-artillery and guns of position. These latter 
are so named, because fhey are of too large caliber to be moved 
from point to point with ease, and are generally stationary dur- 
ing a battle, in some position which has been previously selected 
for them. Their range is greater thaa that of field-artillery ; at 
shorter ranges their aim is more accurate, aad the shells they 
throw are more destructive. The heaviest guns were placed on 
the highest point, where they remained throughout the day, and 
the field-guns spread themselves down the slope, opposite our 
right. Our field-batteries, coming up the slope 
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as tLey were more or less distant from the second division, found 
themselves exposed at once to the fire of pieces answering to 
our 18-pouiider guns and 32-pounder howitzers, so placed on 
the crest of the opposite hill that only their muzzles were vis- 
ible. Over the brow, and along the face of the gentle acclivity, 
shot came bounding, dashing up earth and stones, and crashing 
througli the tents left standing lower down the slope, while 
shells exploded in the misty air with an angry jar. Many men 
and hoi-ses were tilled before they saw the enemy. Captain 
Allix of General Evans' staff was dashed from his saddle, not far 
from bis own tent, by a round shot, and fell dead. 

At the first alarm, the crest in front of the tents had been oc- 
cupied by some froops of the second division. To their left ex- 
tended the 47th and two companies of the 49tb, which were 
immediately joined by Bnller's brigade of the light division. 
Arriving on the ground, these regiments and companies found 
themselves close to a Russian column advancing up the ravine, 
■which they at once chai^d with the bayonet, and drove h&ak. 
The 41st, with the remainder of the 49th, had been sent to the 
right with Brigadier Adams, and advanced to the edge of the 
heights looking upon Inkermann. On arriving at the front, I 
was sent to this part of the ground with three gnns, which 
opened on a column of the enemy, apparently about five thou- 
sand strong, descending the side of a steep hill on the other 
side of the Woronzoff road, and pursued it with their fire till 
the side of the ravine hid it from view. Immediately afterward 
the enemy swarmed up our side of the ravine in such force that 
the 41st and 49th fell back ; but the Guards, marching up by 
companies, as they could be mustered, came on to that part of 
the ground in succession, and, passing on each side of our guns, 
checked the enemy's advance. 

Hitherto all that was known had been that there was an at- 
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tact in force, but the nnmbers and design of the enemy were now 
apparent The plan of the Russians was, after sweeping the 
ridge clear by their heavy concentrated fiie, to launch some of 
their columns over it, while othei's, diverging to their left, after 
crossing the marsh, passed round the edge of the cliffs opposite 
Inkermann, and turned our right. The artillery fire had not con- 
tinued long before the rush of infantry was made. Crowds of 
stinnishers, advancing through the coppice (wMch, as before 
mentioned, every where covered the field), came on in spite of 
the case-shot, which tore many of fJiem to pieces almost at the 
muzzles of our guns, and passed within our line, forcing the ar- 
tillery to limber up and retire down the slope, and spiking a 
half-battery, which was posted behind one of the small banks 
of earth mentioned before as the beginnings of an intrench- 
ment. Two companies of Ibe SStli, lying down there, retreated 
as tlie Russians leaped over it, firing as they went back, and 
halted on a French regiment that was marching up tlie bill 
Tlie Russians retreated in their turn, and the French, arriving at 
the crest, were for a moment astonished at the fire of artillery 
which there met them, while the Russian infantry from the 
coppice poured in close volleys. They halted, as if about to 
waver, Ijjit General Pennefather riding in front and cheering 
them on, they went gallantly down the slope under the tremen- 
dous fire, driving the enemy before them. It was a critical mo- 
ment, and the French regiment did good service to the army by 
its timely advance. 

Almost simultaneously with this attack on the center, and as 
part of it, a body of Russians had passed round the edge of the 
cliff, and met die Guards there There was a two gun battery, 
riveted with gabions and sand b-iga, on the edge of the slope 
opposite the ruins of Inkermdnn, which had been erected for the 
purpose of driving away '.ome guns whuh the Russians were 
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placing in batteiy Bear the ruins: this effected, ouv guns had 
been removed. Into this the Guards threw themselves, tho 
Grenadiers extending to the right, the Fusileers to the left of the 
battery, and the Coldstreama across tie slope toward our center. 
The Russians came on in great numbers, with extraordinary de- 
terminatjon. Many were kilk'd in the embrasures of thp battnry, 
and the Guards repeatedly atta<?ked them with the bayonet, till, 
having exhausted their ammunition, and lost nearly half their 
number, they were forced to retire before the continually in- 
creasing force of tho enemy They left one of their officers, Sir 
Robert Newman, lying there wounded by a bull-t. Being re- 
enforced, they returned, drove the enemy out of the battery, and 
found Newman there dead from bayonet-wounds. He, as well aa 
many other disabled men, had been savagely killed by the enemy. 

Townsend'a battery of the fourth division had arrived at the 
left of the position during one of the rushes made by the enemy. 
Four of the guns were taken almost as soon as they were un- 
limbered, the Russians being close to them in the coppice un- 
awares ; but some of the 88th and 49th retook thera before they 
had been many seconds in tlie enemy's hands— Lieutenant 
Miller, R.A, tating a leading part in the recapture of one of the 
guns of his own division of the battery. In all these attacks on 
our left, tho Russians were prevented from turning that flank by 
Codiington's brigade of the light division, which, posted on the 
further bank of the ravine, skirmished in and across it with the 
enemy's infantry throughout the day. Four guns had been de- 
tached early in the battle to support this brigade ; but they were 
met, whenever they came into action, by so heavy a fire that 
they were compelled to remain inactive, for the most part, under 
shelter of a large mound of earth. 

When the Russian infantry was driven back, a cannonade re- 
duced along their whole line, to which our guns replied 
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03 EIORT OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

irai ly though overmatched in metal and numbers. The Rua- 
t, n were L mputed to have sixty pieces, of which many were 
guns of petition; while we had sis 9-pouiider batteries of six 
guns each tut our gunners continued the fire with admirable 
gteaiu eaa 

boon after tbe Guards came up on the right, the three guns 
first sent there had been withdrawn for iresh ammunition, having 
fired away all in the limbora, and being separated from their 
waggons. I had then gone to the ridge where the road crossed 
it. The duel of artillery was at its height — there was not a 
moment when shot were not rusliing or shoOs exploding among 
the guns, men and horses going down before them. Grapeshot, 
too, occasionally showered past, from which it would appear 
that the Russians had brought some iron guns into position, as 
grape fired from brass pieces would destroy the bore from 
the softness of the metal. The ships in the harbor, and the 
battery at the Round Tower, also threw shot and shell on to 
the slope. 

This cannonade was the preface to another infantry attack, 
which now again threatened our right, and a battery was ordered 
to that flank. While I was delivering the order, a round-shot 
passed through my horse close' to the saddle and rolled us over. 
He had shortly before been struck by a musket-ball in the 
haunch, which did not disahle him ; and had been wounded by 
a cannon-ball at the Alma, being one of the few horses that ever 
survived such an event. This was the poor fellow's last field ; 
while on the ground another caunon-shot passed through him. 
A sergeant of artillery — a very fine young fellow, named 
M'Keown — ran to extricate me ; he had just lifted me from 
under the horse, and I was in the act of steadying myself on hia 
shoulder, when a shot carried off Ms thigh, and he fell back on 
me, uttering cries as if of amazement at the suddenness of his 
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misfortune. I laid him gently down, resting on a bush, and 
looked at the wound ; the leg was smashed, and almost severed. 
Calling two men to carry hlia to the rear, I hastened to the 
right after the battery. 

Advancing in the thick bushes beyond the spot where the 
battery had come mto action, I turned about and saw it retiring. 
It was already at some distance,. and the movement was ex- 
plained by the appearance of a line of Russian infentry suddenly 
extending along the upper edge of the slope, between me and 
our alignment, and at about forty yards' distance. On my left, 
lower down the slope, as I turned toward our position, men of 
different regiments, principally guardsmen, were retreating from 
the two-gun battery. Tie Duke of Cambridge galloped past 
me, ealKng to the men to fire, and ran the guantlet of the whole 
Russian line, escaping with a bullet through his sleeve. Being 
lame from a recent injury, I considered myself lost — the bullets 
cut the branches and leaves on every side, and all attempts to 
rally our men were met by the unanswerable reply that their 
ammunition was spent. At that moment the right of the position 
was absolutely without defense, and the enemy by advancing 
resolutely must havo turned it. But, from panic or some other 
cause, they fortunately retired instead of advancing, a friendly 
dip in the ground afforded shelter from their last shot';, and the 
men who had retreated rallied and laid down under the low in- 
trenchment already spoken of, while their officers distributed 
fresh packets of ball-cartridge. On this intrcnchment a heavy 
fire of artillery was directed, which continued for nearly an hour. 
An officer whom I met here, to whom I was lamenting the 
death of my horse, told me ho had placed his in a hollow close 
at hand, where he was quite secure— but going to visit Um 
presently afterward, he found that a shell had penetrated 
this admirable retreat, and blown him to pieces. I saw a mag- 
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nificent team of chestnut gun-horses prostrated here by a single 
destructive shell, and five of the six did aot rise again. 

Many of the mca of the fourth division had but just returned 
from the trenches when the attack of the Russians commenced. 
They, as well as those who Lad not been on duty during the 
night, were at once marched to the scene of action a mite and a 
half distant. Arriviag at the t«nts of the second division, they 
received contradictory orders, and the regiments were separated. 
Part of the 20tli and68th, and two companies of tbeiCth, passing 
to the right of the position, were ordered to support the remnant 
of the defenders of fhe two-gun battery. These fresh troops at 
once charged the enemy, routed them, and pursued them to the 
Terge of the heights, when, returning victorious, they found the 
battery, as they repassed it, agmn occupied by Russians, a fresh 
force of whom had mounted the cliff from the valley. It was 
while collecting his men to meet this new and unespected foe 
that Sir George Cathcart, who had advanced with this part of 
his division, was shot dead. 

At this juncture the remainder of Bosquet's division (except 
his reserve) came up on the right, and, passing at once over the 
crest, threw tkemselves into the combat, and, fighting side by 
ade with our re^ments, pressed the Eussians back. A porte 
drapeau (ensign bearing the colors) of a French battalion, dis- 
played great gallantry in this advance, leaping on the battery 
and waving the colors, amid a shower of ballets, from which he 
escaped unhurt Some French cavalry were moved up at this 
time ; but the ground was unfit for this arm, and they were 
withdrawn, having lost some men and horses. Shortly after 
the French regiments came to support ours, we received other 
efficient aid. 

Seeing that our field-artillery was unequally matched with the 
Russian guns of position, Lord Raglan had dispatched an order 
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to the depot of tlie siege train, distant about half a mile, for two 
iron 18-pomiders, the only English guns of position landed from 
the ships which were not already placed in the defensive works 
at Ealaldava and elsewhere. These were at once brought up by 
Lieut-Colonel Gambier, the commander of the siege train, who, 
as he ascended the hill, was wounded by a grape-shot, which con- 
tused his chest, and obliged him to leave the field. The guni 
were th^ brought up and placed in position among our field- 
batteries by Lieut.-Colonel Dickson, who directed their fire with 
admirable coolness and judgment, which lie continued to display 
till the close of the battle, under a cannonade which, at these 
two guns alone, killed or wounded seventeen men. In a short 
time the Russian field-pieces, many of them disabled, were com- 
pelled to withdraw ; and a French field-battery coming up short- 
ly after the 18-poundCT3 opened their fire, posted itself on the 
right, and did excellent service, though exposed, like our own 
guns, to a tremendous cannonade, which killed many of their men 
and horses, and blew up an ammunition-wagon. 

Between these two opposing fires of artillery a fierce desultory 
combat of skirmishers went on in the coppice. Regiments and 
divisions, French and English, were here mixed ; and fought 
hand to hand with the common enemy, who never again suc- 
ceeded in advancing, nor in obt^ning, in any part of the field, 
even a partial success. 

About noon the fire of the Eussian guns slackennd, as was 
surmised, from want of ammunition. After a time they re- 
opened, though not with their former fierceness. Their intended 
surprise, supported by the attack of their full force, had utterly 
failed ; their loss ha-l been enormous, and the Allies had been 
reinforced. The battle was prolonged only by the efibrta of their 
artillery to cover the retreat of the foiled and broken battalions. 

During the battle Sir De Lacy Evans, who had been sick on 
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board ship at Balatlavs, rodo up to tlie field witli hia aido-do- 
carap, Boyle, and, calling mo by name, began to question mo 
about the battle. He looked extremely ill, but was as cool and 
intrepid as he always ia in action, "While I was speaking to him, 
a shell, crashing through some obstacle close by, rose from tie 
ground, passed a foot or two above our heads, and dropping 
amid a group a few yards behind us, exploded there, wounding 
some of tiein — but Sir De Lacy did not turn his head; 

Officers and men fought the battle fasting. About two o'clock 
a group of us being near General Pennefiither'a tent, Bo told his 
servant to bring out wine and biscuits, which were never more 
welcome. A shell bursting over the hill sent its freight of bul- 
lets through and through the group without touching anybody. 

At three o'clock the French and English generals with their 
staffs pa-ised along the crest of the disputed hill. The enemy's 
guns, replying to ours, still sent a good many shot over the 
ridge, but this survey of the field showed it free from the pres- 
ence of the enemy, whose infantry bad withdrawn behind the 
opposite hill. At half-past three their guns also withdrew, and 
the whole force of the enemy retired aci'oss the Tchemaya, pur- 
sued by the fire of a French battery supported by two battalions, 
which, being pushed forward to a slope of the heights com- 
roanding the causeway across the marsh, converted their retreat 
info a flight. 

At the commencement of the battle, Llprandi's force had 
moved forward, threatening two distant points of our line — while 
a sally was made in force on the French trenches, which was re- 
pulsed with a loss to the enemy of one thousand men, tho French 
pursuing them within their works. 

Until the arrival of the fourth division and the French, the 
gi'ound was held by about five thousand of our troops. In all, 
eight thousand Enghsh and six thousand French were engaged. 
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Tlie Uu'.snn krce wi= ostmi'ifi<l by L^rd Raglan at sixty ttou- 

Tew great battle's reijuire less military knowledge to render 
tbem intelligible tli'in tbis The plan of the enemy was, after 
baling imcewled m pi ■icing their gun? unopposed in the required 
pontion, to pour on one particular point of our line which they 
knew to bo inidequitely guarded, a lire which should at ome 
throw the troops assembling for its dpfense into di'iorder, and 
then tJ press on at the "J-tme point with overwhelming masses 
uf infmtrj Our position once penetrated, the plain? affoided 
ample space for the dtplovment of the column';, which might 
titn attai.li. m su cession the different corps of the allied army 
scattered on the plateau at intervals too wide toi mutual and con- 
certed defense. 

The Eussians succeeded in posting tlieir artillery, in sweeping 
the field selected with a tremendous fire, and in bringing an 
enormously superior force to a vigorous and close attack. Ac- 
cording to all calculation, they were justified in considering the 
day their own. But the extraordinary valor of the defenders of 
the position set calculation at defiance. At every point alike the 
assailants found scanty numbers, but inipenetrable ranks. Be- 
fore them every where was but a thin and scattered line opposed 
to their solid masses and numerous skirmishers, yet beyond it 
they could not pass. No doubt, to their leaders it must long 
have appeared incredible they could fail. Again bravely led, 
they came bravely to the assault, and with the same result ; and, 
unwillingly, they at length perceived that, if the allied troopa 
could resist successfully when surprised, no hope remained of 
defeating them, now that tliey were reenforced, and on their 

On our part it was a confused and desperate struggle. Colo- 
nels of regiments led on small parties, and fought like subalterns, 
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captains like privates. Once engaged, every man was liis own 
general. The enemy mas in front, advancing, and must be beaten 
back. The tide of battle ebbed and flowed, not in wide waves, 
but ia broken tumultuoua billows. At one point the enemy 
miglit be repulsed, while, at a little distance, they were maldng 
tlieir moat determined rush. To stand on the crest and breathe 
awhile, was to our men no rest, but far more trying than the 
close combat of infantry, where there were human foes with 
whom to match, and prove strength, skill, and courage, and to 
call forth the impulses whvh blmd the soldier to death or peril. 
But over that crest poured incessantly the resistless cannon-shot, 
in whose rush there seems sometimg \mdictive, as if eich were 
bestridden by some ina;ry d^mon cr^shmg through the bodies 
of men and horse-^ and d^rtm:; t om the grounl on a second 
course of mischief The mu'iketUll though more deadly, ind 
directed to an md\idual maik, bears notimg appalling m its 
sound, and dots not mutilate or disfigure where it strikes Put, 
fronting uncoiered and inactive i range of guns whith hurl m 
cessantly those iron masses oier and inund you, while on all 
sides are seen their terrible traces, it is difficult to stave off the 
thought that, in the nest instant, your arm or leg may be dang- 
ling from your hody a crushed and bloody mass, or your spirit 
driven rudely through a hideous wound acro^ the margin of the 
undiscovered country. 

Barely has such an artillery flre been so concentrated, and for 
so long, on an equally confined space. The whole front of the 
battle-field, from the ravine on the left to the two-gun battery on 
the right, was about three quarters of a mile, Nine hours of 
such elose fighting, with such Intervals of cessation, left the vic- 
tors in no mood for rejoicing. When the enemy finally retired, 
there was no esultation, as when the field of the Alma was won ; 
it was a gloomy though a glorious triumph. 
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Neither our lo?s nor tliat of the enemy was fully knoivii tliat 
day; but a glance at any part of the ground showed the 
slaughter to be immenso. A few of the enemy were dead withia 
our lines; along tte whole front of the position they lay thick 
in the coppice. Every hush hid a dead man, and in some 
places small groups liy heaped. In a spot which might have 
been covered by a commcn bell-tent, I saw lying four English- 
men and sc^en Eu sians All tlie field was strewn; but the 
space in front of tl e two gun battery, where the Guards fought, 
bore terrible preumnencc m slaughter The sides of the hill, 
up to and round the Latterj were literally heaped with bodies 
It was painful to see the Boble Uuardsmen, with their large 
forms and fine faces lyint, amid the dogged, low-browed Eub- 
sians. One Guard'anan lay in advance of the battery on his 
back, with his arms rused in the very a t of thru ting w th lie 
bayonet; he hid been killed by a bullet entering through hia 
right eye. His cfit wa" open, and I re id hi-! name on the 
Guernsey frock undemeith — an odd name — M iston "\\ h le 
I was wondering why his arms had not obe\el the Ins ot 
gravity, and fallen by his wde when he Ml dead i Guardsman 
came up and told me be had seen Mustow ruJi out of the ta(^ 
teiy and charge with the bayonet, with whi h he was thrust ng 
at two or three of the enemy when he was shot In the r last 
charges, the Ruisians mu^t have trodden at every step on the 
bodies of tlieir comrades In the bushes all arouni ivounded 
men were groMiing in auch numbers, that <iome 1it two days 
before their turn cime to be earned away I passei a Russ m 
with a broken leg, whom some scoundrel had stnpped to his shirt, 
and calling a soldier who was passing, desired him to take a 
coat from a dead man, and put it on the unfortunate creature, 
at the same time directing the attention of a party of men col- 
lecting the wounded, to the place where he lay. Passing the 
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Bame spot next day, the Russian, atiU stripped to his shirt, lay mo- 
tionless, with his eyes closed. I told a French soldier, who was 
near, to see if he was dead ; the Frenchman, strolling up with 
his hands in his pockets, pushed his foot against the Eussian's 
head ; the stiffened body moved altogether like a piece of wood, 
and the soldier with a shrug and one word " morf " pissed on. 
Large trenches were dug on the ground for the dead tlie Ktif- 
sians lay apart the Fiench and English were ranged sdo hy 
side. Few sights can be im'igined more strange tnA sad in 
their ghastliness than tiat ot dead men hio^ '" ranks "ihoulder 
to shoulder, with uftumed faces on! 1 mbs composed iscept 
where some stiftencd arm anJ hani remained p inling upward. 
The faces and hands of the skin assume immediately after 
death, the appearance of wit or clay the lips pait n^ show the 
teeth, the hair and muatathe become fiowz) and the l^ody of 
hini who, half an hour before was a tmart soldier wears a, soiled 
and faded aspect 

Down the ravine along which the Woronzoff road runs to the 
valley, the dead horses were dragged and lay in rows ; fie 
English artillery alone lost eighty. The ravine, like all those 
channeling th^ plains, is wild and barren; the sides having been 
cut down steeply for the sake of the limestone, which lies close 
to the surface, in beds of remarkable thickness, A lime-kiln, 
about ten feet square, built info the side of the hill, afforded a 
ready-made sepulcher ftir the enemy left on this part of the fic?ld, 
and was filled with bodies to the top, on which a layer of earth 
was then thrown. 

While I was on the ground, a day or two after the battle, 
several shells were thrown from the ships in the harbor, some of 
which pitched among the parties collecting the wounded. 
General Ponnefather, finding I was going to head-quarters, de- 
sired me to deliver a message stating the fact. Next day a flag 
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of trace was sent into the town to compldn of tills, and further, 
to say that, both, in this battle and the action of Balaklava, 
Russian soldiers tad been seen killing our wounded on the 
field ; demanding if tlie war was to ho carried on in this manner. 
The answer of Prince Menschikoff was, that the sliells had been 
directed, not at tiie parties engaged in clearing the field, but at 
those intrenching the position ; and that, if any of the wounded 
had been put to death, it could have been only in a few par- 
ticular instances ; in excuse of which he remarked, that the 
Riissian soldiers were much exasperated in consequence of the 
fire from the French trenches having destroyed one of the 
churches of SebastopoL 

6* 
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■WINTER ON THE PLAINS. 

3 VB — TBITS PROSTRATED — PCRSmT Or 
; CO T 1 OF THE CAMP — THE STORM 

A QDAIUraE— 'iCOTS GB TS — DEAD AND DYING HORSES — 



CAMUEB OF EAM RA — OLObE OP 18 4 

Earxi n N^ ember the weather hitherto mild and sunny 
a lie Indian summer ot Canada, began to grow foggy, moist, 
anlrav The b zonofth Pla k Sei was blotted witb mists, 
ani ta urtace cbino-ed fr m Hue to cold ^y, while tlie sky 
was e 1 er leiden or b a<k ti th c o Is 

About day-break on the 14th, a strong wind firom the south 
drove before it a flood of rain; the tents, swelling inward be- 
neath tie blast, left no slant sufficient to repel the water, which 
was caught in the hollows, and filtered through. I was awoke 
by it dripping on my face, which I covered with my cloak, and 
slept again. Again I was awoke, and this time more rudely. 
The wind had increased to a hurricane, in which the canvas 
flapped and fluttered, and the tent-pole quivered like a vibrating 
harp-string. At the opening of the tent my servant appeared 
uttering some words, which were blown away, and never reached 
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me till, putting his head within, he told me I must get up — add- 
ing, that the tents were nearly all blown away. As he spoke, 
the pegs that held mine U> the ground paited^tlio canvas was 
driven against the pole, snd the whole structure fell with a 
crash across my hed. 

Sitting up, and grasping my fluttering blankets, I heheld such 
of my effects as had not weight enough to keep them stationary, 
dispersed in the air, and home on the wings of the wind into a 
distant valley. HaJf-writl«n letters clung for a moment, in 
places, to the muddy ground, before pursuing tlieir airy flight, 
and garments of every description strewed the plain. My servant 
was in full pursuit of a cocked hat, which was whirled onward 
at a tremendous pace, till its course was arreste* by a low wall ; 
and on the muddy wheel of a cart hung a scarlet waistcoat 
grievously hemired. All round me were figures -like my own, 
of half-clad men sitting amid the ruins of their beds, and wat<'.h- 
ing, with intense interest, the dispersion of their property ; while 
those tenta which Bad continued to resist the gale, fell oyer, one 
aifer the other, like inverted parachutes. Horses, turning their 
scattered tails to the blast, leaned against it with slanting legs, 
blinded by their clothing, which, ret^ned by their surcingles, 
was blown over their heads ; and all around were seen men 
struggling up, with frequent loss of ground, each holding some 
recovered article. Whatever could be collected in this way, 
was placed beneath the fallen tents, the edges of wluch were 
then loaded with heavy stones. In the distance other encamp- 
ments were seen in similar plight, and every where the rows of 
tents which had dotted the plain had disappeared. 

Hard as it seemed to be stripped of shelter by the storm, those 
who had passed the night in the trenches had still greater reason 
to complain. There they bad consoled themselves during the 
watches of the wet, gusty night, by the promise of warmth and 
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rest in tiie morning ; and hastening, chilled and weary, to their 
camp, for their comforting hot coffee, and pleasant well-earned 
sleep, officers and men found their temporary homes leyol 
as a row of Persians worshiping the rising sun, and the spiice 
they had kept dry, in the midst of mire, become a puddle. No 
fires could be lit, no breatfast warmed, for the bbst extinguished 
the flame, and scattered the fuel ; and all that could bo done 
was, to gather the blankets out of the mud, and to try to raise 
again the fallen tents. 

But these were by no means the greatest sufferer-. Thi hos 
pital tents, higher than the lest, were blown down, leading the 
patients exposed, almost niked, to the hitfer wmd and drnmg 
rain ; and the first efforts of the men m camp were directed to 
obtain some shelter for these unfnrtunite"! The wooden build- 
ing already described as so comfortably housing the wounded 
French, fell over, fortunately without seriously adding to the in- 
juries of the occupants ; but I heard that a Rusaan prisoner, 
who lay wounded in another hospital, was killed by its faU. 

Toward noon the storm began to abate, though it still blew 
violently till next morning, when the extent of damage sustained 
by the ships, toward which many an anxious thought had been 
cast, was known. Our hardships on shore were as nothing com- 
pared with the state of those at sea, who saw instant destruction 
in the gale — which bore toward them, on the one side the most 
terrific billows, while on the other was a wall of perpendicular 
rocky cliff. 

On the I5th the narrow harbor of Balaklava was strewed 
with floating timbers and trusses of hay so thickly, that boats 
were with difficulty forced through the masses ; while numbers 
of the drowned were washed about the bases of the cliffs at the 
entrance. The ships inside, ranged in Une close together as in a 
dock had been driven toward the head of the harbor, and, 
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pressing in a mass upon tho Sampareil, carried lier a hundred 
yards from her moorings, where she grounded by the stem. 
One or two vessels went down dose to otliers, who could aid 
only by saving the crews. Seven English transports were lost at 
Balaklava, and thirteen at the Katcha. The Jieeistdnce, a mag- 
azine-ship cast away at the former place, contained large quanli- 
ties of ammunition both for siege-guns and infantry ; and the 
Prince, a very large and magnificent steamer, had just arrived 
from England with a great supply of warm clothing for the 
army, all of which went down in her. She had also brought 
out an apparatus to be employed in our operations against Se- 
bastopol ; and Lieutenant Inglis, an en^neer who had gone on 
board the night before to superintend the disembarkation of the 
machine, was lost along with the ship and crew. One of onr 
line-of-battle ships was dismasted, and another injured ; and the 
French 80-gun ship, Henri IV., the most beantiiid vessel in 
tiieir navy, went aground in eight feet of water ; and it being 
impossible to float her, she was used aa a battery against the 
shore. The Setribution, an English war-steamer, having the 
Duke of Cambridge on board, escaped with difficulty, casting 
her guns overboard. 

The army soon felt severely the loaa it had sustained when 
the Prince went down. For the remainder of November, it 
rained almost without cessation, and the plains became one vast 
quagmire. The soil is remarkably tenacious, and the feet both 
of men and horses were encumbered at every step with a load 
of clay. Not only all the interior of the camps was deep in 
mire, but the floors of the tents themselves grew muddy. It is 
difficult to imagine a more cheerless scene than that presented 
wherever you traversed the plains — the landscape, all lead-col- 
ored above, was all mud-colored below ; the tents themselves, 
wet and stained with mud, had become dreary spots on a dreary 
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background. Sometimes low walls of stone or mud were thrown 
up round them, and in part succeeded in keeping out the keen 
raw gusts. About tke tents waded a few sliivering men in 
great-coats; trying to light fires behind small screens of mud or 
stones, or di^i^ lip the roots of the busbes where the coppice 
had vanished irom the surface. Rows of gaunt, rough horses, 
up to their fetlocks in the soft, diab-colored soil, stood with 
drooping heads at their picket-ropes, sheltered from wind and 
rain each by a dirty ragged blanket — in which it would have 
been difficult for the keenest connoisseur in horse-flesh to recog- 
nize the glossy, spirited, splendid learns that had drawn the ar- 
tillery along the plains of Scutari. 

When the Scots Grays, after landing at the Katoha, marched 
through the camp on the Balbek, the whole army adiaired their 
magnificent appearance— the horses, unsurpassed in any cavalry 
in the world for shape, size, spirit, and condition, contrasted 
strongly with those which had been through the campaign, and 
which, even then, except the strongest and soundest, had begun 
to look travel-stained and battered. When the winter began, 
the survivors of the Grays, long-haired, bony, spiritless, and 
soiled with mire, preserved no ti^e of their former beauty. 
Perhaps the most painful feature in the dreary scene was the 
number of dead and dying horses scattered, not only round the 
cavalry and artiUery camps, but along the various roads which 
traversed the position. Some had fallen and died from fatigue, 
some perished from cold, some from starvation. Once down, a 
horse seldom rose again. After a few faint attempts he lay still, 
except for a feeble nibbling at the bare ground ; then he would 
fall over on h s s le and, stret h ng o t his legs, would so end 
his ca ee leaving a smooth spa e n the mud, where his head 
and ne k h'il n oved si wly to ani fi>3, or where his hind leg 
had s ratehed onvi Is elv before he d ed. Sometimes an own- 
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erless horse, probably too lame and unserviceable to be worth 
inquiring after, would linger about the neighborhood of an en- 
campment Day afier day te would be there, waiting patiently, 
wondering, perhaps, why no hay nor com came, getting thinner 
and thinner; nobody could relieve him without robbing his own 
horse, on whoso strength of condition his own effifiency depend- 
ed — until, after wandering to and fro over the jbarren ''pot, if 
no friendly hand could be found to send a buUet through his 
head, he would drop, and die there a bngenng deith It was 
impossible to traverse the position in any directicn without see- 
ing many carcasses — some '*^ollen inii bloatei, some more 
skeletons. Here and there would be seen the curious spectacle 
of a horse's bones covered only with his loose, collapsed hide, 
all the flesh, muscles, and even ribs, having disappeared — which 
would be explained presentiy, when, on passing the next carcass, 
a gorged dog would put his head out from the hollow arch of 
the ribs, and, after looking lazily at the comer, return to his 
horrible feast. These spectacles never ceased to be painful, 
though custom diminished their effect ; for, a few mouths before, 
the sight of a dying horse would have haunted mo for days. 

The dogs had originally been inhabitants of the ferm-houses 
and villas of the plateau. Driven from their ruined homes, fhey 
collected in packs on the untenanted portions of the plain, and 
fed by night on the dead horses. At first they were, in consid- 
eration of their services as scavengers, and their inoffensiveness, 
left unmolested ; but, latterly, I was sorry to see that the French 
soldiers began to shoot them for the sake of their skins. But 
very httle native animal life was seen after the cold drove the 
numerous lizards under ground. A hare would sometimes start 
from a bush — a few crows, magpies, and ravens occasionally 
held council over some dead horse lying remote from the 
camp — and, once or twice, I saw large flocks of magnificent 
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cu^le"; snooping so neir, tint tLeir st. rn, =earciiiTij ifc'* were 
viable 

On the settiDg m ot tam tlip roid from Balaklav^ to tho 
cixai it onte becime almobt impassable Man and beist 
plunged ilong tnee-deep, tliroiigt thick sticty mud m 'iome 
parts, while in others the mire was sloppy, with shppery stones 
fampath Wear Balakl'iva great pools were collei,tel m the low 
ground , the gardeni and vmeyards had become swamps, and 
not a trace of tultnilion remained m the desolite -uid melan 
choly valley In a pool, between the pogt"! ol the gateway of a 
field near the town, a cimel lay for dajs, which had tallen from 
weakness, and was unahle to rise — its huge structure of riha, 
bald and hare of flesh, was painfully viable — ^till, dying, it soon 
almost disappeared in the surrounding filth. Files of cavalry 
horses, carrying provisions and forage, might he met at all parts 
of the road, as well as artillery wagons, laden with hay and 
corn, instead of ammunition, all toiling slowly and painfully 
throngh the slough. The road along the margin of the harhor, 
more filthy and hoggy than the rest, was thronged with arabaa 
drawn hy mules, bullocks, and camels, waiting for stores and 
provisions. These, in their journey to the camp, frequently 
broke down, or stuck too taat to be extricated — Mid, once aban- 
doned, a carriage, no matter how serviceable or important, might 
be considered lost, for during the night it was sure to be broken 
in pieces and carried off for fire-wood. 

Perhap of all the privations of the army, the want of wood 
was the severest Until a supply of charcoal and patent fuel w^ 
brought in ships, the necessary quantity for cooking tho ration 
of meat was only procured with much difBcuIty and labor by 
those divisions posted on the center of the plains. About the 
monastery of St. George there was a good deal of thick coppice 
extending toward Balaklava, and the bnehwood was interspers- 
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ed witt oat-trees from three to six inches in diameter. These 
were, for the most part, used for poles by the Turks, who, as soon 
as the wet set in, quitted their tents and retired under ground, 
I^'ggin? a trench about twelve feet long, eight wide, and four 
deep, tliey set up along the middle of its length a row of forked 
polos, and laid ridge-poles across the forks which supported rafters 
from the bank on each side. These latter were covered thickly 
witii branches, and mud was then plastered over the wtole, ex- 
cluding the air, while the slope of the roof enabled it to resist 
several hours rain. A sloping path led down to the door — no 
provision was made for admitting light — the smoke escaped 
through a hole ; and when the walls had dried it was much 
warmer than a tent, which, aa may be supposed, is, in wet and 
windy weather, the dreariest abode in the world. 

Now it happened that, in December, some staff-ofGcers, who 
had built, near the small encampmentof which my tent formed 
an item, a row of huts of the kind Just described, only more 
elaborately finished, were ordered to Balaklava, and three of us, 
purchasing the fee-simple of the property, entered into possession. 
The main building, forty feet long by twelve or fourteen wide, 
was divided in half by a partition wall. The solid roof, perfects 
ly air-tight, was supported by substantial props. To light each 
apartment there was a square hole in the roof, screened from the 
rain by a small roof of its own, like a garret window. The fire- 
place of the outer chamber had a chimney in the partition— that 
of the inner in the end wall. Near this was another hut, half 
the size, for a kitchen, and a trench had been already dug and 
poles erected for a stable, where, with the somewhat desultoiy 
and dawdling assistance of a party of Turks, we succeeded in 
warmly housing all our steeds. About the middle of December 
we entered our new abode, and were for the next week the envy 
of all our acquaintance still under canvas. After that it be^an 



IpyGOOgIC 



114 BTOKT OF THB CAMPAIOK. 

to rain, and continued to do so for four and t-npufy hours, at the 
end of wiiiuli time, the hahitation leins; still dry we felt more 
pity than ever for tte dwellers in tents, and retired to rest in a 
mood at once comp;issionate and griteful 

While it was yet dark, I was awoke by my companion in this 
dormitory calling out to ast if I was wet through yet ! and on 
openingmy mouth to make reply, some wet mud dropped from the 
roof nearly into it Sluices were established at numerous weak 
points of the roof, and the murmur of maay waters was heard 
around. In soiiio places the thin cascade poured tinHing into a 
rill on the floor, while at other points the dull noise of its fall 
showed some article of wearing apparel to be underneath. My 
pillow waa drenched, my cloak thoroughly soaked, but as yet the 
water had not penetrated to the blankets ; and after sounding 
with my hand the puddle on the floor, and satisfying myself that 
my coat, trowsers, and boots could not possibly be any wetter, I 
became convinced that I might as well for the present lie still, 
and, drawing the end of my cloak over my head, slept till morn- 
ing. At dayhght, we, the late exulting possessors of the coveted 
huts, sought shelter in the neighboring tcnta. But, having been 
thus shown the weak point of our position, we took effectual 
measures to strengthen it ; and procuring from Ealaklava enough 
tarpaulin to cover our roofe, we drained our abode, lit fires on 
the floor to dry it, and again became its tenants ; and, except 
when the cold wind forced us to keep the door shut, darkening 
the place so that we were obliged to breakfast sometimes by 
candle-light, we really lived in great comparative luxury. 

A plan for warming the tents, originating, I think, ivith the 
engineer, was very commonly resorted to. The water supply, 
which the aqueduct passing in front of our camps afforded to 
Sebaslopol, had been cut off, and the pipes conducting it laid 
bare. One of these, of solid iron, seven or eight feet long, made 
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im excellent chimney, and was enclosed in a trench dug across 
the flooi' of the tent, and covered in, except near the door, when 
Ihe fire was lit in it. The pipe, while conducting the smoke to 
the open air, became heated, and diffused through the interior a 
comfortable glow. But the French adopted the most luxurious 
plan — they elevated their tents on an oval stone wall about four 
feet high, having a chimney at the back, and opposite a wooden 
door framed in the opening of the tent : spaoes were cut in the 
canvas, where squares of glass in wooden frames were let in ; 
and with a good fire blazing in the chimney, the interior was, in 
the gloomiest day, light, warm, and cheerful. 

The soldiers who, poor fellows, could adopt none of these in- 
ns, had only the shelter of the tents, and such articles of 
Fere issued from time to time, to trust to for neces- 
sary wannth. Their misery was great, hnt they met it in an ex- 
cellent spirit. Crimewasrare — insubordination rarer — therewere 
few murmurs— and they were as ready as ever to meet the enemy. 

From fie battle of Inkermann till the end of December hut 
few events occurred to break the monotony of the siege. Day 
after day, the gunners at intervals exchanged shots with the ene- 
my, and the French and English sharp-shooters in the advanced 
trenches fired from their sand-hag loop-holes at the Russian rifle- 
men hid in pits or behind screens of stone, without other result 
than the loss of a few men on either side. Sometimes, shordy 
after dark, the Russians would commence a sharp cannonade, 
chiefly directed on the French ; every instant the sky would be 
reddened by the flashes, visible even in the tents, and the rattle 
of musketry would be added to the roll of the artillery. Then 
the turmoil would subside, and tJio darkness and stillness would 
renjain unbroken, except for the flash and boom of an occasional 
gun. Very little damage was done on these occasions by the 
enemy's fire. 
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Beyond tLe advanced trench in front of our left attack, the 
Eusaians had made some pits, which, screened by small stone- 
walls, were occupied each hy a rifleman, and from whence they 
caused great annoyance to our people in the trench, and to the 
French across the ravine, whose advanced works they in part 
saw into. On the night of the 20th of November, a party of our 
rifles was ordered to clear the pits, the men in which were sup- 
ported from another row of pita behind. Sallyingfrora the right 
extremity of the trench, they drove the Russians off, after a sharp 
struggle ; and a working party immediately threw up on the 
spot cover enough to render the ground tenable. Lieutenant 
Tryon, who led the attack, was killed by a shot from the pita, 
and we lost about fifteen men killed and wounded. During the 
battle of Inkermann, Tryon fought all day armed with a rifle, 
and, being a good shot, killed an ahnost fabulous number of the 
enemy. The service of driving the enemy from the pits was sq 
highly appreciated by the French, that General Canrohert passed 
a warm encomium on it in general orders ; and the enemy's es- 
timate of the advantage they had lost was shown by fierce attacks 
made to regain the ground, on the two following nights, without 

We had begun, immediately after the battle of Inkermann, to 
intrench the front of the second division. The ditch and para- 
pet ali'eady there were enlarged, completed, rendered continuous, 
and armed with batteries. Three redoubts, two French and one 
English, were constructed on commanding points, ours being on 
tie ridge occupied by the Eusaian guns of position in the battle. 
In advance of these, other works and batteries were extended to 
the verge of the heights looking on the head of the harbor, on 
the causeway across the marsh, and on the last windings of the 
Tchernaya. To oppose them tlie enemy threw up batli-ries on 
the heights on their aide of the valley, and opened fire from the 



IpyGOOgIC 



newest of them ; while further haek, long lines of intrenchmeut 
eitended across the hills. 

On the 6tli of December, Lipriuidi, after setting fire to his 
huts, quitted his position in front of Balakkva, and retired into 
Sehaslopol, leaving a force of cavaliy and infantry, with some 
guns, in the villages of Kamara and Tcherzuna, and some field- 
works to guard the bridge over the Tchemaja. The French 
reconnoitered the ground in force on the 30th of December. Ten 
battalions of infantry, and six squadrons of horse, with twelve 
guns, under General D'Espinasse, descended into the plain, and, 
thi'owing out skinnishei's, supported by a troop of cavalry, ad- 
vanced toward the hills taken from the Turks on the 25th of Oc- 
tober. As they went on, the single Cossack sentry always posted 
on the hill nearest the middle of the plains was joined by a de- 
tachment of about a Eundrei ind fifty Eu=sian lancers. These 
retired in good order l"y alternate sections as the French skir- 
mishers ascended the slope, one section hiltmg is the others 
went back, and then retiring m its turn while another faced 
about. 

The troop of French cavalry suppoitmg the skirmishers, 
arriving at the summit charged the section of lanj3rs showing 
front, and drove it back upon the others ind the French sup- 
ports appealing, the Russians retired in good order down the 
defile, across the bridge of the Tchemaya, and into the village 
on the other bant, leaving about a dozen troopers unhorsed or 
prisoners. A French ofBoer received a wound from a lajice in 
this affair, of which he died the next day. The whole of the 
French then advanced toward the river, and followed the bank 
on their own side till opposite the village, into which they threw 
some shells, setting fire to some of the houses, and dislodging 
the cavalry, which retired, covered by eight guns that the enemy 
withdrew from a field-work on the left bank when the French 
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advanced. In the mean time, Sir Colin Campbell had ordered 
tlie ■i2d to move out of tlie intrenched hills to the right of Ka- 
dukoi, along the face of the mountain to Kamara, of which vil- 
lage they obtained possession without any opposition. Then the 
French, holding the defile near the bridge, detached two batal- 
liona up a mountain path to their right rear to a village io the 
hiUs beyond Kamara, where they knew three hundred Cossacks to 
be posted, and whom they nearly succeeded in surprising, the Cos- 
sacks having barely time to escape before the French entered 
the village , the latter hiving destroyed the enemy's huts, and 
burnt a qumtitj of furige rtjoined the main body, driving off 
with them some cattie ani ihtep; and the whole of the recon- 
noitering Icrcc haung accomplished their object, which was 
limited to aBcc-rtaJiung the enemy's actual force and position, re- 
turned to the heights. 

So ended the year 1854 — to nine-tenths of tho army beyond 
measure the most eventful of their lives, and which, in retrospect, 
wore the air of romance. There were unfolded the departure 
w ith tearful Mends on the one side, glorious uncertainty on the 
other — the scenes of the Turkish capital — the pestilence-haunf«d 
camps of Bulgaria, whose dreary sites are marked by so raany 
of our comrades' graves — the march acr<«s the green sunny 
plains of the Crimea— our first passage of arms at the Alma — 
the sight of the prize we aimed at — the bright new-looking city, 
with its background of blue water— the bombardment— the mi- 
nor actions of tie 25th and 26th of October — and the gloomy 
struggle of lukermann, leaving us undisturbed possessors of tiie 
barren plains, wheie we tad now spent three long months, feel- 
ing winter's grasp tightening day by day. Yet that grasp even- 
handed to both parties, was not ^together unfriendly to us. 
Fine weather and good roads would have brought upon us le- 
gions of enemies — day atter day we must have renewed, for our 
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bare footing, a struggle against odds sufficient to render it over 
doubtful. 

But now, while the accessions to the Russian force must, of ne- 
cessity, be few and scanty, England and Fiance were to us, 
prodigal of aid. Our numbers had been inadequate to the task 
before us, but reenforcements had come, aad more were on their 
waj We had been thinly clad, bnt comfortable garments were 
at hand. The stale of the roads rendered the necessary trans- 
port of stores a work of extreme difficulty, but a railway had 
arrived, with men to lay it. Tenta had for long, almost ceased 
to be a shelter against the wind and driving rain — but now, 
wooden-liouses for tie army, proposed, aa it seemed to us, only 
the other day, and but half believed in, were actually in the har- 
bor, and, when put together on the heights, would at onw place 
the troops in comparative comfort, and check the progress of 
disease. Austria was siud to have at length joined us in earnest, 
though the terms of the treaty concluded with her were as yet 
unannounced. Best of all, we felt how we were thought of and 
cared for at home, and knew that, for us tattered, bedraggled 
mortals, shivering on these muddy plains, a regard more anxious, 
deep, and gi*neious than is often shown, except by the truest and 
warmest of friends, now formed the one absorbing impulse of the 
nation. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CIRCUMSPECTIVE. 



!• trinspoetikii pkoyisions— sympathy ii 
causes of the disasters — impatience of the engll 
lack: of warm clothing — inadequacy op 
of transport ebpicibst — deficlencr of troops — weakness in cav- 
alei abd abtnieet — the best done under the circumstakces. 

During fie lull in lie operations, a glance at our present sit^ 
nation, an.d the successive stages wliicli led to if, may not be out 
of place. We find oui'selves, after two great battles and some 
minor actions, in possession of a pc^tion which, in itself of great 
natural strength, has been so fortified as to be almost impregnable, 
if held by an army sufficiently strong to occupy it throughout 
its extent. The allied works are pushed close to those prof«cting 
the town, and reEnforcements reach us constantly ; while tbe gar- 
rison of Sebasfopol and the Kussinn army outside must be suffer- 
ing great privations, and their expenditure of men and materia! 
can not be replaced. So far the advantage would seem to be 

But the sufferings of our troops, exposed to the rigor of winter, 
without clothing or shelter sufScient to resist it, had, when pub- 
lished from a hundred sources, excited universal sympathy. As 
soon as the change of temperature checked the ravages of chol- 
era, the wet set in, bringing a new train of diseases. Horrible 
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cramps resembling' those of the epidemic, hut aocompanied by 
different symptoms and excited by other causes, seized numbers 
of those esposed, sometimes for nights in succession, to the duty 
of guarding the trenches. In their ragged garments, and with 
feet almost bare, they paced the wet mud, or, wrapt in a. sicwle 
blanket, lay in holes which they dug in the reverse of the bat- 
teries and Knes, shivering the live-long night. When relieved, 
they crept back, rigid with cold, to the bleak shelter of the tents. 
On the troops newly arrived from England these unaccustomed 
hardships fell with double seventy, and they died in appallijig 
numbers, while the endurance of those seasoned by the previous 
campaign waa now tried to the uttermost. In the montlis of 
December and January the sick in the English camp alone varied 
from two thousand to three thousand nine hundred; and inclu- 
ding those at Balaklava and Scutari, or invalided to England, the 
sick returns showed the astounding number of fourteen thousand 
men ineflective in the British army. 

The force thus weakened was by no moans replenished by the 
reiinforccmenfs which ai'rived from England and the Mediter- 
ranean garrisons, and, in consequence, the duties of those who 
remained effective were increased in severity. The trenches 
must be held at any price, and the same guards sometiraea 
manned them for three successive nights. 

To feed the army, it was necessary to bring provisions daily 
from Ealaklava ; the labor of the siege had been such that up to 
the end of December our means of transport bad never permit- 
ted us to accumulat* one day's provisions in advance. Day after 
day accordingly saw men and horses, enfeebled by hardship, 
traversing the roads, clogged by mire and snow, to and from 
Balaklava. Strings of soldiers might be met carrying pieces of 
raw pork, and often these provision-carriers, until late in the af- 
ternoon, did not break their fast. The cavalry brought up their 
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forage on their horses, the artillery theirs on stripped ammnnilion 
wagons and Flanders wagons. A horse carried a truss of hay 
weighing from 180 lb, to 200 lb. ; or a sack of com — a wagon 
toot five or six trusses, and required ten horses to draw it thus 
loaded, and these, starting from the camp soon after daylight, sel- 
dom returned till late in the afternoon. Kows of wagons and of 
cavalry-horses wdted (men and animals up to their knees in 
mnd) till their turn for loading came— the rule being that only 
one boaHoad of forage should be disembarked at a time, as very 
few commissariat clerks could be spared to superintend the issue. 
It occaaonally happened that the men of some of the divisions 
were for a day, Bometimes two, without the ration of meat and 
rum, having only biscuit and unroasted coffee, while half allow- 
ance was by no means uncommon. Now, if the reader will visit, 
in the coldest days of English winter, the poorest family in his 
ndghhorhood, whose food is just sufficient to sustain existence ; 
who, never getting coals except in cliarity, search the neighbor- 
ing commons and hedges for furze and sticks wherewith to cook 
their meager meals ; who lie down hungry and cold at night on 
s miserable pallet, to shiver till cheerless morning — and will then 
remeiaber that to all these privations were added want of shelter 
from drenching rain, and sleet, and frost, he will he able to real- 
ize the condition of the troops in front of Sehastopol after the 
end of October, 

These fects, once known in England, escited sympathy entirely 
unbounded, and, with the supplies sent to our relief, the public 
poured forth indignant questions as to how our straits had arisen ? 
Why had the expedition been delayed till so late in the season ! 
When so long delayed, why was it attempted 1 Why had pro- 
vision not been made for a winfor campaign. ? Why was our 
force not more commensurate with the difficulty of the proposed 
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It is evident that so long aa '^ihstna Vi is iik Ij to fdll — that 
is, till July — the most important object was to <,he k the pro- 
gress of the hitherto auc ssful invader toward the Turkish capi- 
tal. Soon after the Eussiina hid retired acioas the Danube, and 
before the preparations nece'iiary tor issuming the offensive in 
this new aspeet of aftairs could possible he Lompletpi the chol- 
era broke out. 

But the EDgliah public through the pre^s were clamorous for 
immediate action. Taunts on the icactmty of the forces, pic- 
tures of the success wh h awa te 1 bold and sudden measures, 
invidious comparisons between such generals -ss were supposed 
to be in favor of delay and those eager for enterprise, depreciating 
estimates of the enemy's resources, and exaggerated statements 
of our own — these formed the staple of the articles of the public 
journals, and to these were added frequent false reports that the 
enterprise so insisted on was already commenced. Seldom has 
the British public been more clamorous for any one thing than 
for the expedition to the Crimea, 

Thus urged, the alUed army, enfeebled by sickness which con- 
tinued to pursue it, completed in all haste the most necessary 
preparations, and sailed to invade a country concerning which, 
for all purposes of war, a remarkable degree of ignorance pre- 
vailed. Travelers who had hastily traversed these regions sudden- 
ly foimd the notes and observations made for their own amuse- 
ment or profit become information of the first importance, A 
reconnoissance of the coast had enabled us to select a suitable 
spot for the landing, but had left ns aa completely in the dark 
as to the obstacles interposed between us and our object as werA 
Jason and his companions when they sailed in search of the 
Golden Fleece, The maps showed us three rivers between the 
point selected for landing and the city aimed at, any or all of 
which might be strongly guarded ; the numbers and r 
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of tlie defenders of the soil could be only guessed at; and the 
city was surrounded by fortifications, of the nature and strength 
of wHch no certain intelligence existed. 

Landing unopposed, we overthrew the enemy at the Alma, 
when such a shout of triumph arose in France and England that 
the mere reverberations were mistaken for fresh pjeans of vic- 
tory, and on the 18th of October die men in front of Sebastopol 
read what seemed to them the bitter mockery of its reported 
fell. It is not easy to suppose that the confident anticipations, 
thus rife at tome, of the speedy accomplishment of the enter- 
prise, should have been without effect on the efforts made to pro- 
vide for the contingency of a protracted aege. Nevertheless, 
before the middle of November, a supply of warm clothing ar- 
rived, which unfortunately was lost with the steamer Prince. 
Other supplies following were landed and distributed as soon as 
possible to tbe troops, ihe greater part of whom, however, re- 
mained without drawers, flannel shirts, or new clothes till January, 
■when these articles began to arrive in a profusion quite beyond 
our moans of transport, which, at first inadequate to the wants 
of the army, had diminished every day. 

Offering the foregoing remarks as in some degree explanatory 
of why the enterprise had been delayed, why it had taken place, 
and why better provision was not made for a winter campaign, 
1 now come to the other question, aa to the inadequacy of the 
expedition to accomplish its ends. 

Experience daily strengthened tlie conviction, that the j'adical 
deficiency to be lamented in the British army was in fie means 
of transport. It was in vain that supplies were landed at Balak- 
lava, while no medium of conveyance existed from thence lo 
the already overtaxed troops in camp. The baggage ani- 
mals origin^ly left behind at Vama had been brought to Balak- 
lava, but the losses among them were so numerous and constant, 
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thit sufficient Iiors s pomes and mules did not r ma n to bring 
Tij the necesstrv froiioKns and suj jlies of ammunition Thus 
It happened that we had the mo tafl atioa ot sceinn- il ipa lying 
in the harbor at Balaklaia onlainng cloth ng tD wann, and 
huts tu skelter the suffer ng troops y t of no more avail, for 
want ot meini to transport them than if the\ had been a thou- 
nand miles off It is an old complaint that Bnti h t p n the 
fl Id n Eurof e have been always IlA lent m m n ft 
port and ne\er was the fault more apparent on se ly 
felt thanin the can jai^ m the Cnmei Li^ht ja u 
nages dri vn by strong n II fed inimils, and ii n by p na 
in whom there was no ne e^sity for demnnin g the 'nme physi- 
cal requisites aa m solders would hiie been maluable. The 
troops would h-ne I cpn regularly buppled clothed and housed, 
and a great number set free to hghten the military labors of the 
aege ; guns would have replaced thos« disabled in the batteries, 
and ammunition would have been accumulated in sufficient 
quantity for a sustained attack. 

The efforts made to supply the constant drain of the English 
army left Gibraltar, Malta, Corfu, and the British Isles de- 
nuded of troops. As efficient soldiers can not be raised at short 
notice, it seems that the want of men now felt was altogether 
owing to the small number of troops which tie national jealousy 
of a military force allowed to be kept on a peace establishment. 
The army, in all its branches of cavalry, infantry, artilloiy, and 
medical staff, being systematically kept down to the very lowest 
pomt consistent with affording the appearance of garrisons to 
our colonies and fortified places at home and abroad, while bag- 
gage and hospital trains are absolutely unknown, must of course 
be always found insufficient, and its arrangements defective, in a 
first campaign against a powerful enemy. Doubtless, to the 
Britiali people, proud of the achievements, and deeply moved by 
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the privations of tiieii army, it appeared impossible that they 
were themselves the authors of the disasters they deplored. Yet 
how long is it since oracles who proclaimed the impossibility of 
future European wars, and denounced our army as an useless 
and expensive incimihrance, commanded attention and applause ? 
How long is it since the officers, now held up to the world as 
heroes, were considered fair targets for daily slanders and abuse, 
while the public looked on, applauding and amused? And 
when did any minister, charged with the office of seeing that 
the nation got present substantial returns for its expenditure, 
venture to propose an augmentation of the forces now proved to 
be inadequate in all except what the public can not bestow, to 
maintain those interests which have so Jong engrossed the ener- 
gies of our thriving people ? 

The naval portion of our armament was splendid. Our ships- 
of-war, our fleets of powerful steamers and huge transports, com- 
manded the admiration and respect of the French. No signs of 
national frugality or shortcoming were visible there. But a very 
cursory glanc* at the condition of our military force, when the 
war berr<m will show its utter inadequacy to our rani and preten- 
s on n tl scale of nations. In all our gaiiisons at home and 
ab ad th t oops were barely sufficient to supply the necessary 
gu 1 At Gibraltar we had eight hundred guns, and five hun- 
d d a 1 11 rymen to work them. At Chobham we thought wo 
had 1 n g at things when we assembled ten thousand men to 
play at soldiers, while foreign potentates laughed in their sleeves 
at the display. Our cavalry force was absolutely ridiculous in 
its weakness, fitter numerically for some petty principality than 
for a mighty monarchy. Regiments appeared in Turkey, ad- 
mirably equipped, but inferior in numbers to a respectable 
squadron. The artillery, that complex ann, involving duties so 
vaiious, and which demand 60 mueh time in actjuiring, has been 
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always kept at a strength below its due proportion in an army 
such as is now in the field. Batteries at Woolwich for yoars 
consisted of four ifuns and four wagons, ea^,h drawn by four 
horses, with gunner ani dnvers in jroport on wherea. n the 
field, each battery his s s if n dr wn e-u.h hy e t,ht h rae and 
seventeen wagons of vinous k nda ammun t on «to e ind forge 
■wagons, with thiee tunes the number of 1 or&es con dered nee 
essary on the pea e foot n^ The hor^e both of art llerv and 
cavalry, always accu tomed to be ^parated by st lis, at tl e be- 
ginning of the campa en perpetually k Led each other aa they 
stood at their p ketroje anl n m>er! ot then vere th a 
crippled for wepks and some pernanently njured T! o t n 
of carrit^s with the s fply of small -mn ^rnnmn t ov. for tl e 
ittfentry, was demised at W olw h when the war broke out ind 
the vehicles vera con tru tei n a ch a lash on that the an 
mals of the co ntrj ve were employed n could not draw them 
and they were left useless at \ area ; which could not have hap- 
pened had our field equipments been systematically kept as 
efficient as those of Continental armies. And, in mentioning 
Continental armies, I do not mean to draw any comparison un- 
favorable to our own troops and our own system, so far as they 
go. We have little to learn in war from any nation, and the 
superiority in the internal management of the French army is 
principally due, in my judgment, wherever it really erists, to the 
ample supplies of men and material which, maintained and prac- 
ticed in time of peace, respond with ease and efficiency to the 
requirements of war. 

Probably aE this will now be remedied. Soldiers will be en- 
listed, transport procured, surgeons commissioned, and the glory 
of England maintained in a fashion worthy of h r unnvaled re 
sources — and then wUl come peace. And with j i e will ip 
turn our habit of considering that alone valuabl th valut of 
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which can ho meaaured by the commercial standfird ; Ihe army 
will shrivel to a skeleton — its members will be again the object 
of jealousy and taunts— until, in a new war, we shall again learn 
our deficienciea from our misfortunes. In our first campdgns, 
our victories will remain unimproved for want of cavalry ; our 
supplies of all kinds will fail for want of transport ; and our 
troops, suddenly ti'ansformed from popinjays to heroes, will ba 
called on to make good with blood and sweat the parsimony of 
the repentant nation. 

Lastly, to consider wbat course of action, havinfr for its object 
the capture of Sebastopol, would have been preferable to that 
we had adopted, or rather, into wMch we had been urged. . 

If, landing in July, we had been conducted by the same se- 
quence of events to our present position, where should we liave 
been in September ? The garrison would still have fortified the 
south side as fast as we could erect batteries to assail it Our 
rofinforeementa could arrive no more quickly in summer than in 
winter — the command of the sea made the seasons equally avail- 
able to us. But with the enemy the case was diftercnt. 
Myriads of troops, marching from the interior, would have 
thronged the roads of the Crimea. Supplies, not merely suf- 
ficient for tlie present, but for any future emergency, would have 
been accumulated in Sebastopol and the neighboring towns. 
The garrison, secure of help, would iiave been encouraged to 
double efforts-— and when that help arrived, it would have been 
so eflectual as, eventually, no matter how gallant and desperate 
oni' resistance, to penetrate by force of numbers our position, and 
drive us into the sea. 

If the enterprise had been delayed till the spring of 1855, 
it is quite possible that our landing would have been no longer 
unopposed or cheaply effected. The Ru^ians, alive to the 
danger, would have intrenched their coast line, reenforced the 
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garrison, and aiigmonted their forces in the Crimea. It may be 
said that we, too, would Iiave been better prepared to sustain tlie 
enterprise. It might liave been so — but, to learn wisdom oi 
precaution in the conduct of a war, from any thing but disaster, 
would have been contrary to our national custom. It is more 
likely that the army, inactive for a year in Turkey, would have 
been the fertile theme of leading articlea, sarcastic, indignant, or 
abusive — tlat public zeal, exhausting itself in invective, would 
have left us little better provided for the enterprise in 1855 tlian 
in 1854 — and that, if not bafBed by the obstacles interposed by 
the forewarned enemy, our successes would have been purchased 
at a loss of life still greater than that we deplore. Therefore it 
seemed to some that, tliough our losses and sufferings had been 
great, we had not paid too dearly for our foothold on the 
enemy's soil, if the capture of Sebastopol should produce effects 
permanently crippling to Russian power. Those losses and 
those sufferings were due to the time-honored policy of our na- 
tion. Our troops were paying the drawback on the pride of 
being Englishmen. Thoy were brave and indomitable, therefore 
victorious ; but few, and ill provided for war, therefore sorely 
distressed. But the nation was aroused, and relief was, it was 
trusted, at hand. A little more endurance, a little more misery 
borne with cheerfulness, and we should see the prize in our 
grasp — while the Czar, impotent to succor, would witness, with 
fruitless rage, t!ie fall of the illustrious city. 
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CHAPTEK XTI 

THE HOSPITALS OK THE BO S P H O R U S. 



The sick fnrming fo large a portion of the army aa stited in 
tlie last chaj ter t b conies a maW-ei of nterest to see how they 
w re Is; ot>ed ot 

A soliier se z d nth line s gener'illy Ky a hort t me n. the 
ho J tal tent=i, lar^e and lofty mirquee round the s iles of 
ivh h the patents yere rang d on Mooden stret hers whle 
Bi k officers rem unei ii their own te fs, nl ch were m no e 
suf enor eiwpt n pr vacy to those tenanted bv the ra n 
Noih ng couU well bo more de olate tl an the nter or ot the 
tent of in offi e wh had I'uilelwth the armj and w! ose 
la^g'ige m ght he on boi I a tr n [ ort not y t a r ed n Balili. 
1 1 A pill t of lo-iks anl tl nk U on cor er — i o jle 
of buliocl tr nks or portn i tea sen g ?s tables on wh h to 
arrange the tin platt r in 1 cup ii b h const tuted T Or m an wr 

^ ot jlate — or two 1 ^e Vt^ of Ru an leith r pur hi^ed 
111 tl e b zo. r of C n&t t ojle as m o [ort,hle ind m ro 
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easily pacLed tlian trunks — Aese formed the only flpot*! of fur 
mture on the grasiy or mud spread fiour Tho^e oSi cswlio 
joiiel subspquently from El ghud were tetter provjleJ bun, 
int, portable bed* »nd cha rs and other com en enees of cwiip- 
1 ie as well as jlenty of warm clothing The men of the com 
panies of artillery which arrned irom Ei^lind m December 
hid strong somwable 1 ng boots, and warm great-coats anl un 
der clothing which renJered them the emy ot their hilf-cl d 
comr^ea 

But the generality ot tents, both ot ofli ers ind men ncro 
y ry comfortless ind aflordel little ch-mce of re o\ ry to ll e 
=1 1, who were therefore sent the slighter cises to Palaklava 
where they were placed under loofe, or on shij. board — the n oro 
senons to the great hcs^ tals at Scutari where they rema ned 
till either fit to return to the camp or invibded to England 
The ambulance wagon-5 long omnibus tJiaped lehieles contiiu 
m,^ Ira \.eis on whi h. tbo.e unable to sit up could be hiJ 
stretchers and ■til as on shelves and seaf^ dos a-dos w h s ip- 
jorto for the arms and feet the whole cased by high spnni™ 
were mu h more comtortible and tetter adapted for msalids 
than the French ambulaneo mules with a seat for a man on 
ei h Bide but were far too few to accommodate the host of suf 
ferers daily requiring removal. Most of them were accordingly 
sent down, mounted on cavalry horses (another heavy, though 
mcst necessary, tax on our feeble means of transport), and few 
sights can be imagined more melancholy than that of a troop 
of cadaverous, feeble, suffering beings, wrapped up in their 
blankets, swaying to and fro on the saddle, or crouching on tJie 
nechs of the horses which bore them slowly toward the longed- 
for haven, where they might hope for some remission of their 
misery. Too often it happened that, on reaching the beaeh, no 
I had been taien for conveying them on 
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board, or accommodating them in the sliipf. Many died bafors 
being laid in the boats, and many more on their passage to Scu- 
taii ; while a voyage across the stormy Euxiiie must, to a great 
number, have been more terrible torture than all they had pre- 
viously undergone. 

la the middle of January I was dispatched to ConsUmtinopIe 
in the Sphins, a war-steamer, to send up a number of transport 
animals, equipped with wagons, clothing, and drivers, for tJie 
service of the army. Riding down to Kamiesch in a thick 
bliuding snow-storm, through which the track was hardly dis- 
cernible, I embarked ; the .ship started at once, as she waited 
only for the dispatches which I had charge o^ to dehver to the 
Queen's messenger at Constantinople, and, after a stormy pass- 
age with a head wind, we reached the mouth of the Bosphorus 
in thirty hours. The nest morning saw us anchored off the 
Tophana. 

I had last seen the city and the bants of the sea-river clad in 
all the warmth and brilliancy of summer. The white walls 
would then have been too dazzhng in the hot sunlight, but for 
the lavish reUef of trees, whose cool foliage or gay blossoms 
every where spotted the glare ; while the light blue water, un- 
rippled as a lake, was so transparent that the caiques hung as if 
balanced in air on their own reflections, " Seating, a double 
light, in air and wave." On each side jutted, farther and far- 
ther ofi', and still becoming more feiry-like in their indistinctness, 
the green and flowery banks of the Bosphorus, till a low line, 
purpled by ^stance, closed the view ; and every where the 
white birds, the white sails, or the white tunics of the boatmen, 
specked brightly the blue or the green. 

Going on deck on a bitter cold morning (the 15th of Janu- 
ary), I saw close before me the city, dream-like as ever, but of a 
character altogether changed. Every dome and roof was cov- 
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ereil with snow, Uie gray shadows melting into the gray back- 
ground of sty. An icy purity had taken the place of the bril- 
liaut glow — the minaret points sparkled with a cold glitter, the 
mosques rose like huge twelfth-takes, frost«d and fretted, above 
the snow-clad roofe ; and the buildings on the Stamboul side of 
the Golden Horn looked faint and sketchy against the sky. Keen 
squalls whistled down the Bosphorus, casting shadows like stains 
on tlie slaty water, and maldng the caiques reel and dance, 
while tie whitened waves marked the hasty footsteps of the 
blast. Upward and downward, cold shores stretched whitely 
and mistily out between the dull sky and dark water, the black 
stripes of cypresses giving solidity to the else vapory landscape. 
The boatmen had exchanged their white tunics for warm bromi 
jackets, and had wound shawls round their skull-caps ; the 
caiques, faded and dim in color, seemed to think it no longer 
worth while to look at themselves in the water, and floated 



Going on shore, the change from poetry to prose was sudden 
as ever. Constantinople is like the well-painted drop-scene of a 
theatre. Beautiful and imposing at the right distance, a closer 
view reveals the coarse texture of the canvas, and the rudeness 
of the daubing which has produced so excellent an effect. The 
sun, struggling forth at noon-day, sent the dissolvmg snow in 
floods from the spouts of the housps, which, mmjhng with that 
already blackened by the tread ot the p^smg throng, poured 
down the steeper streets and settled m pools along the level 
ones ; and every projecting stone that offered a tnendly means 
of transit was disputed by elbowmg Turks, Greeks, Armenians, 
Jews, sad English and French soldiers and sailors. These latter 
had become somewhat noisy and troublesome in their visits 
ashore, and some frays had ensued, in which lives were lost, be- 
tween them and the inhabitants. I saw a drunken English mer- 
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chant seaman persist in an attempt to flglit a Frenoli officer, be- 
cause tie latter liad declined to join him in singing " Cheer, 
hoys, cheer," The Frenchman showed much dignified good- 
nature, and the rascal was dragged away hy his comrades. The 
same day I saw a French soldier, very drunk, holding in hia left 
hand a drawn sword, which he flourished in the fiicea of the 
passengers, proclMming vociferously his devoted friendship for 
the English and his disapprohation. of the Euaaana, This re- 
spectable ally also was disarmed and quieted by his comrades. 

The hotels were filled, for the most part, with military men, 
some come down sick from tlie Crimea, some arriving from 
England and France on their way to the war, some araaleura 
of the English or Anglo-Indian army, desirous to see the nature 
of the service wliich afforded a theme of interest for all Europe. 
The conversation at the tahle-d'kdte consisted entirely of criti- 
cisms on the conduct of the war, anecdotes from the camp, and 
debates on the chances of peace ; and, occasionally, some of us 
had the advantage of hearing portions of the actions we had 
been engaged in, or tlie maneuvers we had witnessed, placed in 
an entirely novel light, by critics who had been distant some 
thousand miles from the scene of action. 

The Golden Horn contained almost a fleet of French and Eng- 
lish men-of-war undergoing repair, and was thronged with trans- 
ports lying off the arsenal, or between the bridges which connect 
Pera with Stamboul. Whenever a ship moved out, a portion 
of the bridge was swung back to leave the passage open, and 
the tide of passengers pressing acro^ suddenly found a yawning 
gulf between them and their goal. The operation of opening 
and reclosing the bridge being conducted with all the delibera- 
tion which cbaracterizes Turkish proceedings, the throng of pas- 
sengers on foot, on horseback, and in carriages, sometimes in- 
creased till it filled the bridge and threatened to overflow into 
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the space between, where caiques were hovering to convey across 
the more impatient. The bridge itself, flooded in the level por- 
tion ■with some inches of water, and having holes broken through 
at tte ades in many places, through which the unwary might 
■well slip, reminded me of that which Mirza saw in Ms vision in 
Addison's tale. 

The first day I tried to cross the strait to Scutari, it blew so 
hard that the caique was obliged to put back ; but on the fol- 
lowing day the water was comparatively calm. The barrack oc- 
cupied by the English in the spring— a large, quadrangular, 
white building, with a tower at each corner, standing on the 
edge of the bant — was now the principal English hospital. A 
boat was alongside the wooden pier, with sick and wounded men 
just landing from a ship, the Shooting Star, which bad been de- 
tained by some accident from rough weather in the Black Sea 
for a great many days. These men, laid on stretchers, each borne 
by four Turks, were carried up the steep hill to tlie hospital, 
moaning as they went, and received within the portal where rest 
and comfort awaited them. 

There are several stories in this huge building ; and on the 
inside, looking into the square, a corridor opening from the 
rooms, paved with stone, and four or five yards wide, goes quite 
round the whole estent. All the corridors, as well as the rooms, 
were filled with patients, and the visitor walked between a double 
row of beds. At the pomta where the stairs connected the dif- 
ferent flights, wooden partitions were erected to repel the- cut- 
ting draughts, and stoves kept tie temperature pleasant; and 
thus the corridors were as habitable as the wards. 

There was one room in which I took pecnliar interest — for, 
having my leg broken in June by the kick of a horse, I lay there, 
fixed to one particular spot, for six long weeks before T rejoined 
the army at Varna— -and this was the first I visited. It was oc- 
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cupied by three officers, ill strangers to me, and I therefore took 
but a hasty glance — hut that include! each well-temembered 
crack and crevice in the wall and nail m the ivood-work, and the 
large cuphoard-door which laid on two arm-chests to raise me 
to the level of the window hid w th a mattress on it, served me 
as a bed. On the level of that nmdow )ust opposite, at a hun- 
dred yards' distance, rose a tall white minaret, with a low arch 
opening into its balcony tr m wh hi had seen the muezzin 
emerge at regular intorvah each day to call aloud to the fidthful, 
till I was intimately acquainted with his appearance and the in- 
flections of his voice, in the sweet sad tones of which he used, 
after nightfall, to chant a monotonous prayer, "While I had 
Iain there, the army was in Bulgaria, preparing, as was supposed, 
for an active campaign on the Danube, and each friend who bid 
me good-hy expressed by looks, if not by words, that he thought 
me shut out from all chance of participating in the advenluroua 
future opening for him. Some of liiose who went forth so buoy- 
antly are now laid forever beneath the soil of the Crimea, in 
spots where the hopes of others, as well as their own, are buried. 
Many such recollections arose during that hasty glance round 
the well-known chamber. These revisitings of a marked spot 
sometimes round off and include a phase of existence. I had 
seen, much of stimnt; htc since I qu fted that ronm on crutehes 
Entering any of the corridors or war Is, the same scene pre 
sent'' 1 Iself The oc uf ant of somt of the be Is sat stronj;ly 
uj eat ng heart ly their soup and meat — others emaciated to 
skeletcns moie hke corpses than h* n beings except f^r the 
lar p h Horn an\ous ejes hy ha k on ther pillows or tned 
with difficulty to swallow the sjoonfuls of arrow root or sa|,o 
offered to them ly the attendants There seemed no douhtlul 
tlas —all were hr adlv m-^iked either for life or death Thj 
palienls appeared comfortable — had ^,0 i i"eds ani jkiiyof 
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bed-olotlies — and the temporaturo of the oiiamlsers mas, as before 
said, regulated to a very pleasant ivannth. At Eome beds, a 
woman, the wife of the patient, sat chatting with him ; beside 
others stood the somewhat ghostly appearance of a Catliolic sis- 
ter of chaiity, upright, rigid, mled, and draped in black ; tlie 
vail projecting tax beyond her face, threw it, as well as the white 
Hnen folded across her bosom, into deep sliadow. The thinness 
of some of the forms propped up against their pillows, their 
chests exposed by the open shirts, was absolutely frightful ; the 
bony liands wandered vaguely about the hair and sunken tem- 
ples, and the eyes were fixed on vacancy. Some lay already in 
the shadow of death, their eyes reverted, showing only the whites 
beneath the drooping lids ; and others had passed this last stage, 
and waited only for the grave. 

At the end of a corridor in a tower are quarters once held by 
General Sir George Brown, hut now oocupied by gentler tenants. 
There dwelt the sisterhood that had come from England to tend 
the sick — the Rebeccas to the Ivanhoes of the Crimea. That 
quarter of the building threw a softening and romantic tinge 
over the re^t; in its neighborhood pain and misery seemed less 
forlorn T!ie corridor opened on a kitchen where some good 
SJstiT^ were preparing soup, sago and wine, and otiier comforting 
compounds Doorways opening from the kitchen were screened 
by long tolds of black cloth or tapestry, behind which dwelt the 
lady sisters ; and high up the wall of the kitchen wore windows 
acTOSS which flitted nun-like forms, heard presently to descend 
tie stair to our level. It wai^ while one of two or three who ac- 
companied me, a man of sedate and respectable aspect, such as 
might without presumption engage the attention of a sister of 
charity, extracted from a motherly benevolent lady some stUis- 
tical details of the sisterhood, tliat the chief of them herself. Miss 
Nightingale, lifting the piec« of tapestry before her door for a 
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parting visitor, stood for a moment revealed. During that short 
interval the statistics of the motherly lady were unheeded — we 
steadily regarded the chief as slie bade her visitor adieu — then 
the tapestry fell and she vanished. 

There were eight Protestant ladies, and a rather larger num- 
ber of CatLoKc sisters : in all, with their attendants who officiated 
as nurses, there were about forty in the asterhood. 

In the great kitchen, close by their quarter, rice-pudding, 
manufactured on a grand scale, was transferred, smoWng, by an 
enormous ladle to tbe destiued platters ; beef-tea and mutton- 
brotli were being cooked in Luge caldrons, such as the witches 
danced around ; and flocks of poultry were simmering into boiled 
fowls or cMoken-broth. 

There are three English hospitals besides this. One at a little 
distance, a large red-brick building, was originally built and used 
for the purpose by the Turks ; it is the most comfortable and best 
suited to its object of all, Anotlier is known as the Kiosk, or 
Palace HospiUl ; and the third is at Coolali, a place some miles 
up the Bosphorus, on the Scutari side, where there is a large 
barrack which was occupied by the EngHsh cavalry and artillery 
before the army left, for Varna. All these buildings were clean, 
cheerful, airy, and comfortable. They contained in all, at the 
time of my first visit, four thousand seven hundred sick, increased 
to five thousand at the end of January ; and from first to last tea 
thousand men had passed through— some back to the Crimea, 
where in many cases they had relapsed into sickness and died — 
some to England — and some to their final resting-place. 

On the edge of the bank of the Sea of Marmora, a few hun- 
dred yards to the left of the mouth of the Bosphorus, is a level 
space of green-sward, used by the English, from the time of 
their arrival in Turkey, aa a burying-ground. The placid sea, 
the distant isles, the Cape of Broussa on the left, and Seraglio 
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Point on the right, mate up a lovely ricw from thn molanctoly 
spot. At the southern extremity of the ground nre single 
gravi's, nestly defined and turfeil, where those who died while 
the army halted here in the spnng are laid. But the press of 
niortaUty no longer admitted of such decent hurial. To those 
accustomed to see the departed treated with reverence, anil at^ 
tended solemnly to their last habitation, there was something 
hurribly repula*e in a wholesale iaterment, where the dead far 
outnumbered those who stood round the grave, A pit, about 
ten feet deep and fourteen si^uare, received every afternoon those 
who had died during the last twenty-four hours. A riekety 
araba, or country cart, drawn hy two o^en, was the hear^^e 
which conveyed them from the neighboring hospital to the 
place of sepulture. In the yard of the hospital it> a small dis- 
mal house, without windows ; for its tenants no longer m-ed the 
light, Thitier those who have died in this and the neighboring 
hospitals are brought on stretchers, and packed like sacks in a 
granary, till the araba comes for them. Sewed, each in a 
blanket, with sufficient tightness to leave a caricature, mummy- 
like resemblance of humanity, a score of bodies are laid on tlie 
vehicle, and travel slowly, dangling and jostling, aa they go to 
the mouth of the yawning pit, where the party who dug it 
await the coming of the cart There is no time for ceremony ; 
each poor corpse is hastily Hfled off, and, doubled-up hmply in 
cases of recent death, or stiff and stakeJike where it has been 
longer cold, is handed down, nameless, unknown, and void of all 
the dignity of death, to its appointed station in the crowd. One 
row being laid, the nest covers it, and the feet of those who de- 
posit them necessarily trample on the forms below, leaving 
muddy footrprints on the blanket-shrouds. Sixty-one (about the 
daily average number at the time) were buried together on the 
day I visited the spot. Noticing one corpse in which the lower 
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part of the outline seemed unusually tliin, I remarked to the 
corporal in charge that the deceased must have hccn long ill, to 
be so wasti-d ; hut he pointed out to me that one limb had been 
amputated. A clergyman waited till all were deposited to read 
the funeral service ; close by, another pit was being dug for the 
requirements of next day, and we had seen in the hospital many 
of those unmistakably destined to fill it Altogether t!ie scene 
reminded one of Defoe's aceount of the burials about London in 
the time of the great Plague. 

I have mentioned elsewhere the trenches dug on a battle-field 
to contain rows of dead. But there they lie like soldiers, with 
an awe and glory on their blood-stained uniforms and upturned 
faces, which no pall nor coffin could bestow. In the pits of 
Scutari; Death is deprived of his sanctity, majesty, and mystery, 
and retains only those elements which constitute the grotesque. 

Officers are buried singly in graves close to the edge of the 
bank, where crc«s-headed slips of wood, like those which maik 
the plants in a greenhouse, and not much larger, are labeled, 
sometimes with the name of the occupant below, sometimes 
less specifically — as, " A Woman," " A Russian Officer." 

"Wishing to see the French hospital in Pera, I applied to M. 
LSvy, the Inspector-General, who very kindly gave mo a nofe to 
M, Morgue, the principal medical officer, in which he prayed 
him to receive some other Englishmen and myself " avec la 
courfoisie que meritent si bien nos dignes allies." 

The building, standing on a high point of ground above the 
new palace of the Sultan, and conspicuous from the Bosphorus, 
was originally intended as a lehool of medicine. It is very 
large, newer and fresher, and the wards and departments loftier, 
than those of our hospitals. At the door was a covered cart, 
with a cross in fi'ont, filled with coffins, and drawn by oxen. 
In the first room we entered, besides some French officers, there 
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were a Russian captain and two subalterns, wounded at Inker- 
mann, playing at some game like draughts. In the next room, a 
Tery spacious one, with a painted ceiling, and windows opening 
to the floor, looking on the Bosphorus, were five or six French 
ofScers, apparently very comfortable. The corridors, like those 
of our hospitals, were filled with patients ; in the wards, the 
beds on each side were raised on a platform above the fioor — 
there was a very thick paillasse under each man ; across the 
rail at the head of the bed was a shelf with his medicine-bottles ; 
and on a card at the foot was a description of his case. The 
surgeon who accompanied us round, pointed out a remarkable 
case, that of a man who had received a bullet in the head, which 
entering on one side had gone out near the opposite ear, passing 
close to the lobe of the brain ; he was sensible, apparently sufier- 
ing hut little pain, and would, the surgeon thought, hve. Oppo- 
site him was another witi his skull fractured by a saber-cut from 
a Russian officer ; the surgeon, removing the dressing with 
tweezers, tapped them audibly, without paining the man, on the 
bare skull-bone, whicdi was cleft for about an inch, and surround- 
ed by a gaping wound in the scalp. The poor fellow whined 
dolefully as the instrumeutrcase was unfolded ; but tie surgeon 
reassured him, saying he was only going to move the dressing ; 
he told us afterward, he thought it would be necessary to trepan 
him. Sisters of Charity, witli the freshest of complexions and tho 
snowiest of caps, moved to and fro among the beds ; one of them 
was an Irish woman from Meath, who had left Ireland, as she 
told us, five years before to jom the sisterhood. One corridor 
was filled with convalescent Eu=sians in their uniforms of gray 
or blue, surmounted, m many instances, by i French cap ; they 
stood up respectfully and grinned approval when the good doctor 
patronized them by a tap on tho basjk or a pull of the ear. The 
diief distinction between this hiKpital and ours, seemed to be 
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that here the patients were classified according to the nature of 
their mlments ; one ward was filled with cas«s of frost-bites, 
another of wounds, another of fever- — a plan, tried at first in our 
hospitals, but broken in upon by tho throng of sick arriving. It 
is probable that the worst cases are kept apart in the French 
hospitals, as none of the men we saw seemed in extremity ; and 
it is certain that nos digties allies like to exhibit, on all occasions, 
the best side of tJieir management The doctor said the deaths 
averaged seven or eight a day out of fourteen, hundred — about 
half the proportion of those in our hospitals ; a valuation some- 
what puzzling, since there seems nothing in the difference of 
accommodation, care, nourishment, or treatment sufdcieat to 
account for it. 

Our hospitals, with their staff and orderlies, are under tie 
commandant of Scutari, Brigadier-General Lord W, Poulet, The 
duties of the staff are extremely, almost hopele^y perplexing, 
from the confusion of the accounts of pay nccessines, stoppages, 
&c., of such a number of men of different regiments To tlie 
commandant, all officers halting on their way to and fiom the 
Crimea report themselves, and he applies Jor a passage for them, 
and also for the patients rejoining the army, or invalided to Eng- 
land, to the admiral, who has control over all the transports and 
men-of-war. These two form, with the chief commissary, a trio 
supposed to work in unity — as Mrs. Malaprop says, " like Cerbe- 
rus, three gentlemen in one." It is most necessary they should 
act in concert, for many services to be performed here demand a 
combined exertion of the authority of the three, as absolutely as 
a bill requires the consent of the Throe Estates to become law. 

The dealings of the commissariat are very various and exten- 
sive, comprising contracts for all tiie supplies of provisions, cloth- 
ing, and forage for the anny, besides what comes fi-om England. 
The constantly-varying rate of exchange must greatly i 
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tliG complication of tJieir duties. Several lai^ sf«amcrs are ap- 
propriated exclusively to the commissariat as catde-ships, which, 
at certain points of tJie coast, emhark hullocks, already collected 
by their agents in the surrounding district, and convey them 
straight to BalakJava. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

E5CULFAT0BY. 



Ill the eatlier chapters I have rather avoided comment, confin- 
ing myself to a plain narrative of the course of events as they 
flowed one into another. The puhlic had been more than eon- 
tent with the campaign, and demanded only an intelligible and 
detailed account of the occurrences which had led to such pleas- 
ing results. But opinion had begun to exercise so large an 
influence on the war, that a record of its progress would be de- 
fective in which this new element shonld be left unrecognized. 

The dull expanse of the siege, unrelieved, after Inkermacn, by 
any bright red spots of victory in the foreground, was kept in- 
cessantly before the eyes of the public in its most dismal and 
lurid colors. Inflamed by the letters from the camp, and lead- 
ing articles, with which every newspaper teemed, descriptive of 
the sufferings and losses of the army, and charging the authori- 
ties, military and ministerial, as the diief sources of disaster, the 
nation joined in one indignant outcry against the Goverameut 



IpyGOOgIC 



ExouLPATOKr. 145 

and tlie Genjeral. The plaudits of anticipated victory were 
changed to threats, forebodings, and despondency. Where a 
speedy tnumph had been expected, there had heea comparative 
failure — where national glory was to have been cheaply obtain- 
ed, there had been losses and misery amounting to national 
disaster : therefore there must he blame. Such was the prooess 
of reasoning conducting to a conclusion almost unanimously 
assented to; the clamor swelled daily ; Mr. Roebuck gave notice 
of his motion of inquiry into the conduct of the war ; Lord John 
Russell suddenly quitted the Government ; and the Ministry, de- 
feated on Roebuck's motion by a majority of two to one, went 
out amid such a clamor as greets the last moments of a crimi- 
nal on the scaffold. 

Amid the din of invective, those who read the parliamentary 
debates and leading artieles of the time, will be puzzled to del«ct 
the true ground of censure. They will see that the nation was 
dissatisfied, and with whom, but will have some difficulty in 
knowing why. Every body has been ready to indicate tlie cul- 
prits, but none to specify the crime, except in the general terms 
of neglect, ignorance, and apathy. But though the accusers 
were confessedly in want of specific charges, yet the causes of 
our failure, in those points where we had failed, having been 
divined, or imagined to be divined, it was easy to ask why those 
causes had been allowed to exist. 

For instance, it was known that the severest hardships of the 
army had arisen from the want of a communication between 
Ealaklava and the camp ; and it was asked why a road had not 
been made { It should have bean made, it was urged, at the 
commencement of the siege, and should have been the first thing 
thought of. 

Now, at the commencement of the siege, and for six weeks 
afterward, the roads were hard and good. Before us was a 



IpyGOOgIC 



place which we lioped to take after a short cannonade, and, not- 
withstanding that all the men available were employed in the 
trenches and hatterios, and transporting armament and material 
for the works, the delay still seemed very tedious to the impa- 
tient troops. The trenches, onco constructed, must be manned ; 
and, thinned as the army was by sickness, to do this adequately 
absorbed all our available men. To make a road seven miles 
long was no light task, even if men and time could have been 
spared for it. 

After a time, it began to be seen and admitted by the press, 
that the army once landed in the Crimea, the events, up to the 
end of October, followed in a sequence easily accounted for, with- 
out fixing culpability on the chief actors. It was seen that to 
have occupied the first period of the investment in making a 
road, would have called forth deservedly a charge of deferring 
the completion of the enterprise, in order to carry on an exten- 
sive work which might never be wanted. As the season wore 
on, the days between us and winter, like the Sibylline books, 
grew in value with each diminution of their number and not one 
could be spared from - the business of the siege. The enemy 
were seen throwing np their defensive works, and unless we kept 
pace with them, we must expect to break ground under an over- 
whelming fire. On the other hand, to have pushed the enter- 
prise to a rash termination, by assaulting the town without 
waiting for the battering-trmn to do its work, would have entail- 
ed, even with success, the yet more serious charge of incurring 
an unnecessary waste of life, when a little patience and trouble 
spent in availing ourselves of the means we possessed, might se- 
cure a comparatively bloodless victory — a charge which all but 
men of surpassing self-reliance would shrink from the risk of. 
Viewed in retrospect, it is easy to detect our errors, and to point 
to a better course of action ; and the least sagacious and resolute 
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general of the allied army would, if the problem were again set 
before him, apply the lesson of experience ia the alternative of a 
epeedy assault or deliberate provision for wintering on the heights. 
It is a cheap sagacity, and pleasant to exercise, which points out 
the faults of the past. In fighting our battles o'er again, medi- 
ocrity becomes infallible, and doubt and difficulty are no longer 
elements of warfare. 

If, then, it is granted that, up to the end of October, things 
had gone as well with us as could fairly be expected, let ns take 
that as the starting-point of imputed error. It is said that, it 
being then clear that no prospect remained of a speedy capture 
of the place, measures should at once have been taken to provide 
against winter. A road should have been made, provi^ons stored, 
and Bufs and stables constructed — all very desirable measures, 
but nnfortunately not practicable. As already mentioned, the 
duty of the trenches exceeded our means, when guards, pickets, 
and the covering force were provided for, and our men were 
already dying of fatigue. Therefore, in order to be^n other 
worts, men must be taken from tie trenches. But to guard the 
trenches insufBciently would be worse than not to guard them at 
all : it would be adding the slaughter of men to the loss of guns, 
therefore they must be abandoned ; and to withdraw the guns 
and ammunition, and dismantle the batteries, would have been 
of itself a considerable labor. But our lines once abandoned, the 
French could no longer hold theirs, as they would have been 
liable at any time to be taken in reverse ; therefore the whole 
siege-works must have been given up, to be reconstructed at a 
more convenient season, while the Russians augmented their de- 
fenses without interruption. "Would this have suited either army 
or either nation ! Or would it have been considered preferable 
to the severe losses we have suffered ! Besides, our attention 
was no longer confined to the siege. The army in the field 
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against us was daily increasing, and tad already attacked onr 
position twice. Such were tlie circumstances under which it is 
said roads ought to have been made, provisions stored, and the 



The asserted superiority in the condition of the French army 
was cited as proof that we were ia much worse state than we 
need he. It is by no mi-ans certain that our allies were much 
better provided than ourselves ; at the same time, it is difficult 
to compare with accuracy the condition of the two armies, be- 
cause the French systematically represent their own affmrs in the 
most favorable light. And without presuming to doubt the ad- 
vantages of a free discussion by the public press, of our military 
system and operations, yet we must admit it to be, if a weakness, 
yet a natural one, on the part of our allies, to vail their own 
proceedings as much as possible from an equally severe scrutiny. 
Assuming, iJierefore, that inquiries made from the Frencb as to 
the progress, reBuforcements, and general state of their army, did 
not always elicit unadulterated facts, we may still find indulgence 
for the motives which tinged those facts witli a roseate hue. To 
hear that its army was disorganized, famished, and dying of 
disease, and to be held up to the world as an example of disas- 
trous military policy, might, however interesting to the public, 
he somewhat obnoxious to the vanity of a warlike nation, proud 
of its achievements, and fond to excess of glory. 

There is no doubt that, during the early part of the campaign, 
the French suffered more from disease than we did. If, during 
the winter, the case was reversed, the change is easily accounted 
for. Large and constant reiinforcements from France lightened 
the labors of the siege, and left plenty of men for the construc- 
tion of the road from Eamiesoh to their camp. While our men, 
from the fewness of their numbers, were often two, even three, 
nights in succession in the trenches, the French spent four nights 
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out of five in tlieir tents. Six days enabled them to commimi- 
cat« with Marseilles, and six or eight more to procure from thence 
any supplies which might bo suddenly found needful. 

It was said we ought to have insisted oa the labors of tba 
siege being proportioned to the strength of the two armies 
respectively. But, at the commencement of the siege we rather 
outnumbered the Fi'ench, who offered us our choice of the right 
of the attack ; with Balaklava as a port, or the left, with Knmi- 
each. "We chose the right, principally for the sake of holding 
Balaklava, which was altogether in our hands, and its harbor 
filled with our vessels. When re enforcements arrived to the 
French, they Iiad a greater extent of trenches to occupy than we, 
owing to the nature of the ground in their front pennitljng a. 
nearer approach to the place. The whole of the French troops, 
with the exception of Bosquet's division, which was posted near 
the Woronzoff road, encamped in rear of their own lines, where, 
however convenient for the relief of their trenches, aod for sup- 
plies from Kamiesch, they were at a gn.-3t distance irom any 
point of &e position liable to be attacked. It would certainly 
appear to have been more desirable that they should have con- 
tributed a larger proportion to the covering force ; and, after the 
battle of Inkermann, thoy sent troops of all arms to reinforce our 
first and second divisions, and placed a brigade of infantry in the 
lines of Balaklava. At the beginning of February, the French 
numbering more than seventy thousand, which was five limes 
our effective force, took the whole of the lines and field-works oa 
the hills around Inkermann, while we armed the batteries with 
guns, and furnished artillery-men to work them. Had the army 
been all French or all English, of course every reenforcement 
would have lightened the burdens of the whole ; but, ia the 
absence of any express stipulation for such a contingency, it was 
natural that the French should avail themselves of their superior 
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numbers to relieve our men and forward our works only so far 
as was feasible without detriment to tlicir own. 

Tbe commissariat of our army has received a good deal of 
censure. The only athool in which its ofScera can learn any 
part of their duties is in our foreign garrisons and colonies, 
where their bu&ini-ss is to issue pay to the troops, to make con- 
tracts for provi-iions, and to see that these are of good quality. 
Tliis is obviously a somewhat slender preparation for the duty of 
supplying an army in the field — and many among the juniors 
had not even this advantage. Those members of the serviw 
with whom I am personally acquainted, certainly can not be 
charged either with indolence or incapacity. 

In otfering the foregoing remarks, I by no means intend to say 
that every possible measure was taken to alleviate the distresses 
of our troops. Better order might probably have been estab- 
lished, and the insufflcient means at their disposal turned to bet- 
ter account. But 1 do intend to say, that, in the ab=;ence of 
large reserves of good troops, and an efficient transport corps, no 
Edacity or foresight could have obviated, to any estent, the evils 
which have befallen us Tl o Government may, or may not, have 
exerted itseh to the utmost m carrjing on the war; if it pos- 
sessed the meins of remedying the deficiencies I speak of, it 
ought to have teen called to account long ago for neglecting to 
do°so Butletthecon^emnatK-n bi on just grounds; the pro- 
traction of tbe siege amid suflenng and loss is, in itself, no fair 
proof of incompetence The British people, hardest of taskmas- 
tera, demanding bntks whtre thpy ha^e denied straw, loot only 
to results ; and the mimstry and the genera! who commence a 
war must aJway^ unless suded by fortune to an extraordinary ex- 
tent, incur the national displeasure at the first arduous under- 
taking of the campaign ; and it will bo well for the country if it 
possesses men capable of efficiently replacing them. Such has 
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been the fortune of th.e first actors on the present stage : wn'iure 
has been loud and general, and the difficulties encountered never 
fairly taken into account. In front, a cily of groat and daily- 
increasing strength, with a numerous garrison, and offering un- 
usual natural obstai:les to a regular attack — an army in the 
field threatening us — our forces thinned by sickness, and clad in 
worn-out summer uniforms, while winter was pressing so close 
that we felt his breath on our cheeks — supplies dwly less attain- 
able, men and horses daily dying — and no retreat. "What a 
problem to set hefnre a General, an army, and a Government, 
trained amid the experiences of a forty years' peace! The genius 
of Napoleon, combined with that of Chatham, might have gained 
luster by a triumphant solution. It will he said that the condi- 
tions enumerated ought never to have been allowed to exist ; but 
I have in some measure anticipated the objection in a former 
chapter (XV.) 

It is very natural that those who saw our gallant army quit 
England, splendidly equipped, elate, and eager for battle, should 
feel sorrow and indignation at the iniserablo end which so many 
of these noble troops have met. It is natural that when men of 
talent, have exerted all their descriptive power to set the suffer- 
ings of the army in the strongest possible light, their readers 
should be excited to a pitch of sympathy even beyond that which 
an actual sight of the horrors so vividly depicted would produce. 
"With advancing civilization, human life has risen in value and 
consideration to an unprecedented extent — our soldiers, no longer 
accounted as food for powder, are thought of as equal in all re- 
spects, superior in some, to those citizens of ancient states who 
have made famous the names of Thermopylse, Platsea, and Mara- 
thon ; and those who would scruple to deprive the worst crimi- 
nal of existence, can not hear of so many brave men perishing 
without horror. The oxpreesion of tiieee feeUngs, ucder the cir- 
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cumstances, is natural and inevitable. Kot so the contrast bo 
frequently drawn and bo strongly dwelt on, between our anny 
and that of tbe French, and wliich, coming from ourselves, can 
not have failed to effiice some of the respect which the sight of 
the battery at the Alma, where three Russians lay dead for every 
Englishman — of the charge at Balaklava, where our heavy brig- 
ade of cavalry met and put to flight three times their number of 
horsemen — and of the bloody resistance at Inkermann, so signal 
ly produced. Is it politic to insist so strongly on our inferiority? 
or, if politic, ia it just 3 I have heard of letters from Paris al- 
luding to others received from the French camp, in which the 
French army is described as being entirely occupied with taking 
caie of the English. The Continental states, talting us at our 
word, begin to affect compasaon for the military system of the 
nation which is stronger in resources now than when it saved 
Europe. Can not necessary reforms be efi'ocled without such de- 
preciatory outcry! Might not the comparisons I speak of bo 
drawn with greater fairness? Legions of fresh troops were al- 
ways ready to cover, and more than cover, the losses of the 
French. England and France are friends — long may they con- 
tinue so — nor should any subject be hinted at which is likely to 
excite jealousy hetween them — ^but let us be just to ourselves. 
Nothing has yet occurred to prove that our ancient reputation in 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



PROGRESS OP THE SIEGE. 



BT THE nOSailSS — DEATH O 
ADUIRAL ISriUIN — SUt J( 



Befobb leaving Constantinople, whea tte object of my mis- 
sion was aeoiniplislied, I visited again the hospitals at Scutari, 
and noticed, a remarkable improveinent in the appearance of the 
patients. Formerly a large portion were evidently past recovery ; 
but now, although the hospital was fuller than over, the fames 
Hippocratica lent its ghaatliness to a far less number of pillows. 
The most appalling cases were those of frost-bite, and I saw ono 
dreadful instance where the bones of the toes stuck out white 
and naked from the black and swollen feet. 

On the l7thof February I sailed for the Crimea, and thus ter- 
minated the cheerful glimpse of civilized life which I had enjoyed 
doubly from contrast with the stern scenes which bordered it. 
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From a smoty hiit in a q\iagmire, to a pleasant room looting 
on the Bosphorus — from tie Barber of Seville at the opera of 
Pera, to the giim drama of the siege with the snowy waste for a 
drop-scene — the change was indeed " from grave to gay, from 
lively to severe." The ship had been ordered to start a day be- 
fore her time, and I had hurried down to the Golden Horn, fol- 
lowed by a porter hearing a huge pie, made imder the special 
directions of my hostess, and so stuffed with every available bird 
of the air as to be a sort of aviary iu paste. Woodcock, red-leg, 
pheasant, and the domestic fowl, nestled in harmonious and sweet 
companiouship on layers of veal aad ham, their union being ce- 
mented by truffles. It was smoking hot, being drawn from the 
ovL-n barely in time for my departure. Placing it carefully in a 
caique, I seated myself tlierein, and directed the boatman to row 
to the vessel, which was hissing with steam as if about to start. 
On reaching the accommodation-ladder my first care was for the 
pie, which I well knew would be warmly welcomed "before Se- 
bastopol ;" and, lifting it from the caique, I placed it on the step 
of the ladder, and was about to follow when the boatman let the 
caique fall off from the ship's side, and I was obliged to quit my 
hold of the ladder. The pie, left unsupported, was too broad for 
the step, and toppled over. For one agonizing moment it seemed 
about to fall into the water ; it remained resting on its side, and 
forth gusbed a flood of gravy, filling the mr with such odors as 
saluted the nose of Saneho when be lifted the iids of the flesh- 
pots in Camacho's kitchen ; or Mr. Codlin's, when the host of 
the Jolly Sandboys took the cover off the stew. Attracted by 
the steam of rich distiOed perfumes which rose upward, about 
four hundred Croats, who were shipped on board for the Crimea 
for the purpose of mating roads, flocked to the side of the vessel, 
and the pie was conveyed across the deck through a crowd of 
picturesque savages, who hovered fondly around it, snuffing up 
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the fragrance, and who could with difficulty prevml on theniselvea 
to quit its neighborhood. However, it turned out eventually but 
little the worae, and had, moreover, the advantage of being dis- 
cussed in a most uncritical spirit, 

Tbe harbor of Balaklava was so thronged that the steamer 
could not enter, and I went in a boat. The place was greatly 
improved since I bad last seen it The streets were cleaner, the 
fi'ost had dried the roads, and there were more conveniences for 
landing. The railway ran from the heart of tho town, through 
the meadows which last autumn teemed with vegetables, fruit, 
and vines, to the side of tho hill beyond Kaduloi at the head 
of the valley; and huge fai dray-horses, suggestive of ale and 
stout, staked ponderously by. Ascending the heights to the 
plateau, too, circumstances were changed greatly for the better. 
Many huts had been brought up, forming in some spots small 
villages. The dead horses had been buried, and the live ones 
sheltered, either in stables of planlc, or in trenches covered in 
with boards or tarpaulin; while the troops had been for some 
weeks enjoying the comfort of plenty of warm clothing, and wore 
the appearance of health. 

So many stories of desperate sorties, threatened attacks by the 
Russians on Balailava, and combats more or less disastrous to 
the All es were always floating about the taile-d'A6te at Pera, 
gene allv pported by plausible authority, that I hastened to 
njui e nto the truth of some which had appeared better au- 
thentic ted than the rest. With the exception of one or two 
Bort es ho ever, nothing had occurred fo break the monotony 
of tlie siege. But the night of the 1 9th of February (the day I 
landed) had been fixed on for an expedition into the valley of 
the Tchernaya, to surprise the Russian force there, and to effect 
a reconnoissance of the surrounding country. General Bosquet 
was to command a considerable French force; and the High- 
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land brigiae witb two battenoa of irtiUeij and al ut thiee bun 
died cavalry was to cooperate witb brm 

Tbougbthe day bid been fine a bitter nortli wml with snow 
blew all mgbt, and the col 1 was so intense tliat Ibe ordei tor 
Bosquets division to marcb was c untornnnled Tbe "itaff 
officer wbo was sent to appnse Sir C C arapb 11 of tbe postpone- 
ment of tbe enterpribi" lost bia way in tbe snow storm -md it 
two in the morning tbe English f^rce mar^liel out of Kilukoi 
proceeding aoDsa tbe plain toward Tcbergoum where accord 
ing to tbe orig nil plin tb y were to have engaged tbe liten 
tion ot the Ru-sian force while tbe French trosaing the bril^f" 
turned their flank. There fe ra" good reason to lelieietbat 
had the deign been ciii ed out itwouli hue been, ittended 
with sua ess, , the Russans had neglected their outposts and 
nothing occurred to interrupt the march. Daylight showed tbe 
Russian foice across the Tchemaja, two miles off, ill prepared 
for an attack and it was nearly half an hour before thev got un- 
d m When t wis seen t m tbe plateau that the English 
had d an ed, a body of F en h is 1 ja bed to uj^o t 
them — nd n rly at the aime t n cam the o der counter 
mand n tbe enterp se In mar hi o- ba k tbe ammun tio 
mules we e s pa at If om the 1 ooj. and a boly f Cos ks 
appearing behind a neighboring hill, two of them, with leveled 
lances, galloped down to intercept the rearmost animal ; but a 
sergeant and private of the infantry escoi-t, running out^ flred at 
them, and then turned and retreited, while a detachment of our 
cavalry came back to protect tbe amraumtion Some of our men 
were frost-bitten — and another misfortune ansmg from the abor- 
tive attempt was, that the enemv were thus placed on their 
guard against a repetition of the enterprise 

Before this, intelligence had arnved ot an attaint made on Eu- 
patoriabytbe Eusaians, who bad been obser\-ed on tbe 15tb 
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to receive large convoys and re enforcements from tlio east- 

At daylight on the 11th they came on in numbers estimated 
at forty thousand of all arms, with from sixty to one hundred 
guns, and opened with their artillery on the intrench ments sur- 
rounding the town. Skirmishers covered the guna, the battalions 
were in the rear, ajid the cavalry on the flanks ; subsequently tho 
guna advanced, and under cover of their fire the infantiy, form- 
ing behind a wall six hundred yards distant from the right of 
the town, made their attack, and were repulsed — at other points 
also they were driven back— and at ten in the morning they re- 
tired, covered by the artillery and cavalry. Liprandi's division 
(the 12th), formerly posted in front of Balaklava, was present in 
thia action, 

A battery of Turkish artillery was disabled in the attack, 
every gun being struck, and a third of the horses killed, with 
nineteen gunners. There were ninety-seven Turks killed, and 
two hundred and seventy-seven wounded in all ; a French de- 
tachment acting witli them lost four killed and nine wounded : 
and of the Tartar population thirteen were killed and eleven 
wounded. Selim Pasha, an Egyptian, commanding a brigade, 
was among the slain. The Russians left four hundred and sixty 
dead — and, if the snow-storm on tLe night of the 19th found 
them on the march, or wnshelt«red, they must have suffered se- 

For some time a cordon of Eussian cavalry had surrounded 
Eupatoria. A depot of provisions and military stores had been 
collected there, and a garrison from the Turkish army on the 
Danube under Omer Pasha ; but their great deficiency was in 
cavalry, the scanty number of which barely enabled them to 
furnish the necessary videttes. While in Constantinople, I was 
glad to hear that four thousand cavalry were soon to be dis- 
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patched to Eiipatoiia; in m action taling place on the plaJna 
between that town and Sebastopol, victory would almost certain- 
ly remain with the side which was strongest in that arm. 

During the early pait of the siege the garrison of Sebastopol 
had never displayed any great degree of enterprise, tiiough they 
had stood weli to their guns, and worked diligently at their de- 
fenses. But on the night of the 22d of February they seized on 
a hill about four hundred yards from the advanced trench held 
by the French in front of Inkennann, and began to construct a 
battery there. All the redoubts now erected on the hattie field 
of the 5th of November were garrisoned by the French, who had 
also constructed some very well-finished lines extending from the 
batteries opposite the Inkermann Lights, around the face of the 
slopes looking toward the Round Tower, in which direction ap- 
proaches had been pushed to the advanced trench in queafion, 
which was at a considerable distance from the redoubts. 

Being in the trenches of our right attack on the 23d, I had a 
good view of this new Eussian work. A row of gabions had 
been filled, and a second placed on the top of a small hill between 
the Round Tower and the French trenches before Inkermann ; 
and a few men were employed in working behind the hill, which 
liid them from the French. It was evident that the latter could 
not permit the work to proceed unmolested, and an attack was 
ordered for the same night. 

At an hour after midnight, two thonsand five hundred French 
infantry, consisting of a battalion of Zouaves, and one each of the 
line and of marines, sallied from the trenches ; and the two latter 
remaining in support, the Zouaves advanced without firing, to 
the foot of the eminence on which the battery was posted. The 
EuEsians were prepared, and received them with a volley from 
the work in front, and from a line of infantry extended on each 
side to flank the approach. The Zouaves returned tte fire, and 
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pre =p(l on, and a combat of musketry and bayonets ensued, 
wLi li lasted for an hour. DuringtMs time the Russian batteries 
opened against the hill, firing shot, shell, and rockets, without 
interiiii'ision. The Frenct succeeded at one time in entering 
the work, and driving out its defenders, but were cheeked by the 
Euasian supports, which were posted behind the hill in great 
strength, evidently in expectation of an attack ; and the Zouaves, 
after sufiering severely, retreated, bringing with them General 
Monet desperately wounded. They had fifteen officers killed and 
wounded, out of the nineteen lost in all by the French, whose 
loss in men was variously stated at from three to five hundred. 

It was rumored and expected for some days afterward, that 
the French would make another effort to lake the hill. The 
Russians placed riflemen behind the work they had thrown up, 
and in a small inclosure of loose stones near it, who exchanged 
a brisk fire with the French tirailleurs in the advanced trench, 
but without much damage to either side. The attack was not 
renewed by the French, and the enemy proceeded to complete 
the work unmolested. The French, howi-ver, sallied from their 
lines on two or three successive nights upon the rifie-pits occu- 
pied by the Russian toward Inkermann, and on one occasion 
drove out the occupants of the pits and repulsed the troops sup- 
porting them ; but neglecting to destroy or occupy the pits them- 
selves, the Russians returned to them when the French withdrew. 

At the beginning of March, the winter seemed to have depart- 
ed, leaving only a few cold days lingering in scattering order, in 
its rear. The health of the troops was steadily improving ; they 
were in comparative comfort, and their labors were lightened. 
Kew batteries, admirably constructed, were in course of comple- 
tion, far in advance of those used in the first attack, and con- 
nected with them by long lines of trenches. Guns for arming 
them were in our siege depots, those damaged by the long-con- 
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tinued firo were replaced by others, and we had lent a number 
to the French. Inkermamn was not only defended against a 
second assault like that of the 5th of Kovember, hut was now 
the most strongly intrenched point of our position. Finally, the 
supply of ammunition necessary for reopening a general and sus- 
tained cannonade was being fast accumulated, while the &e of 
the enemy, who but laf«ly had returned ten shots for one, was 
m.aterially slackened. 

A Russian steamer, armod with two heavy guns, had for a long 
time been anchored near the head of the harbor, at a point from 
whence she could fire toward Inkermann, and had frequently 
annoyed our working parties there. On the night of the 6th, 
the embrasures of three guns in our battery facing the Inkermann 
Lights, eighteen hundred yards from the ship, were unmasked, 
and shot heated. At daybreak the guns opened ; the first shot 
passed over the vessel, and did not attract the notice of the sen- 
try who was pacing the deck — the second struck the water near, 
when he jumped ou the paddle-hox and alarmed the crew. Seven 
or eight shot struck her, and damaged her machinery so much 
that, though the steam was got up, the paddles did not revolve, 
and she was warped round into the shelter of a neighboring 
point Her crew immediately left her, and she was careened 
over for repair. A deserter told us that three men were killed 
and three wounded on board. 

On the 9th, a telegraphic dispatch was received at the British 
head-quarters, stating that the Emperor of Russia had died on 
the 2d, with the words appended, "This maybe reliei,! on as 
authentii " The news spread rapidly through the camp, and, 
notwithstanding its surprising nature, it was at once believed. 
Next day the French General received a dispatch to the same 
effect from a different source. 

By the construction of tbe lines and batteries at Inkermann, 
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the AUfe had to a great extent effected the object of inclosing 
the defensive works south of the Great Harhor. In front of 
the Round Tower (called hy the Eussians Maiakoff), and to the 
right of our right attack, was a hill of the form of n truncated 
cone, nearly as elevated as that on which the Round Tower 
sfanda, known by ua as Gordon's Hill, and by the French as the 
Mammelon. It had been intended that the French should obtain 
possession of this hill under cover of a cross-fire, from our right 
attack and the left Inkermann batteries, upon the ground beiind 
it ; and that works should be constructed on it, which, at about 
five hundred yards, would bear on the works of Maiakoff and the 
Eedan. This design was anticipated by the enemy, who, on the 
morning of the 11th, were found to have seized on the bill dur- 
ing the night, and commenced a battery there. A fire of shells 
from our right attack drove their working parties ouf^ and pre- 
vented them from making much progress by day ; but tLougb 
the fire was continued at night, its effect was too uncertain to 
prevent the enemy from working there during the darkness. 

At seven o'clock on the evening of the I4th, Captain Craigie, 
E.E., was returning up a ravine from the trenches, with a party 
of sappers, and was already at a great distance, when a stray 
missile came tbrongb the air toward them. He remarked, 
" here comes a shell," and at the moment it burst above them. 
All put up their arms to shield their heads from falling splinters ; 
when they looted round, Craigie was lying dead— a piece of the 
shell bad gone through his aide into bis heart. The sappers bore 
him to his tent, many of them strongly affected, for he was a 
great favorite with his men. 

In the middle of March the French connected their lines at 
Inkermann with those of our right attack by parallels, the ad- 
vanced one passing in front of the Mammelon at lest than five 
hundred yards from it ; thus rendering the line of intrenohment 
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coutiBuous (except where the gre:it ruinc int rniptrd it) tiom the 
battery opposite the Inkermaim Litfhta on our extreme n^'ht to 
tlie French works on the left, whirh indole the taliLnts defend- 
ing the towB. Facing the advanced parallel between it and the 
Mammelon was a row of Russian nfle pit<^ distant from the French 
less than a hundred yards, which caused great annoyance to the 
guards of the trench. At the request of our allies, a 24-pounder 
in our right attack was directed on the pits, and the second shot 
piercing a small wort erected to shelter several riflemen called 
by the French a gabionade, its occupants, to the number of 
eight, ran away, escaping uninjured through the fire of musk try 
poured on them from the French parallel ; but they cime back 
in the night. Next day I was in a new mortar-battery we had 
erected in front of the light division, watching the praotice from 
our right attack against the Mammelon, when the colonel of the 
5th regiment of French infantry, leaving his horse in the battery, 
walked down to the trenches, not by the ordinary path of the 
ravine, which aifords shelter all the way, but over the bill ; as he 
approached the lines he was shot dead by a rifleman from the 
pits. On the night of the iTth, about nine o'clock, it being very 
dark, a furious flre of musketry was opened from the French 
lines, and for upward of an hour incessant ToUeys showed seve- 
ral thousand men to be engaged. The whole camp was on the 
alert, and the staffnafficers dispatched from the French and 
English head-quarters to ascertain the cause, brought word that 
it was a renewed attack by the French on the Russian rifle-pits ; 
and in the morning we heard that the French had taken them — 
nevertheless, at daylight the Eussian sharp-shooters were at their 
old post The French were said to have lost upward of a 
hundred men, and next night they bombarded the town from 
eight o'clock till midnight, inflicting great loss on the garrison, 
according to the report of a deserter. 
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On the 19tli, afleserter brouglit intelligence that MenscTiikoff 
was dead. Next day another corroborated the intelligence, and 
added that Admiral Istamin liad been tilled in the Mammeloa 
hj a shell. He also told us that the Russian batteries had been 
forbidden to fire, and, in fact, they did not fire for two days. 

On the 20th, Sir John Burgoyne, who had hitherto been 
charged with the chief conduct of the siege-works, left the army, 
for the purpose of resuming his duties in England as Inspector- 
general of Fortifications. His successor, General Jones, had 
arrived some time before. On this day we received the English 
papers up to the Eth, conf aining the original dispatches announc- 
ing the Czar's death, the remarks thereon in Parliament, and the 
leading articles speculating on the new aspect which the war and 
ttie pending negotiations might assume when so important an 
actor had been suddenly removed. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE BUBIAL TRUCE 
rrACK OP MABca 23i>— bloody 
-DESonipnos 



: IF — WSttBARTENINa PSOS- 

Thb advanced trenches of our right attauk met the advanced 
parallel of the French in front of the Mammelon in tlio ravine, 
■which at this point is hroben by the numerous small quarries, or 
rather commencements of quarries. The ravine, passing on 
through the intrenohment, sweeps round to the left between our 
attacks and Malakoff, and runs into the great ravine of Sebaa- 
topol. 

A night-attack in great force was made by the Russians on 
the 22d, caused, as was afterward reported, by the return of the 
Grand Duke Michael to the fortress. The principal body of the 
assailants advanced up the ravine aforesaid, and along the ground 
in front of the Mammelon, occupied during the day by Ibeir 
riflemen, while others, crossing the ravine, entered the advanced 
trenches of our right and left attacks. An Albanian, who had 
frequently headed sorties from the garrison, led the enemy assail- 
ing our right. The night was extremely dark, with a strong 
southerly wind blowing toward the enemy, and assisting to con- 
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ceal their approach. Leaping into the trench, they were at first 
taken for Frenchmen, and g!'eeted as such ; but the nearest man 
of ours being bayoneted, the working party occupying the trench 
perceived their error, and, seiring their anas, at onco met the 
assailants. The Greek leader of the Kussians shot Captain 
Browne, of the 7th Fusileeis, with his pistol, and was immediate- 
ly killed himself. Captain Vicara, 97th, forming his men, called 
on them to charge, and they leaped over the parapet, drove back 
the enemy, and pursued them down the slope, where Vicars fell 
mortally wounded. The Eussians took with them our men's 
intrenching tools and fifteen prisoners, among whom were 
LJeutenant-Colonel Kelly, 34tli, and Captain Montague, E.E. 
The latter was captured on our left attat'k, where also the enemy 
was repelled at once. Major Gordon, K.E^ who had been 
charged throughout the siege with the conduct of the right 
attack, and who was always conspicuously careless in exposing 
himself to fire, received, while standing on the outside of the 
trench, two bullets, one in his hand, the other in his arm. 

Meantime the attack on the French had be^n, after an obsti- 
nate reastance from a party of Zouaves, partially successful, and 
the guards of the trenches were driven out of the advanced par- 
allels info one of the boyaux communicating with it, while the 
enemy occupied, and began to destroy, an advanced boyau which 
the French were pushing toward the most troublesome rifle-pita, 
as well as a part of the parapet of the parallel. The struggle, in 
which several thousand men were engaged on each side, was 
very close and desperate. Eventually the Russians retired, leav- 
iug a great number of dead, and having inflicted severe loss on 
their opponents, whose killed and wounded were reported to 
amount to four hundred and fifty. 

A truce was agreed on for the purpose of burying the dead, to 
commence at half an hour after noon on the 24th. At that time 
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a number of ofBcers had collected at different points commandiDg 
a viow of tlie Russian works, awaiting the concerted signal of the 
pause in hostilities. At noon the firing had almost ceased, and, 
at the appointed hour, a white flag was elevated over the Mam- 
melon, while one appeared simultaneously in each of the French 
and English works, when those who tad been watching for it at 
once streamed down the hill to the scene of contest. The spec- 
tacle that followed was one of the strangest that had occurred 
during the campaign. 

"While we went down the slope to the ravine, the French 
burial-parties advanced from their trenches, and hundreds of 
Russians came out from behind the Mammelon, and approached 
our works, some of them bearing stretchers. Passing through 
the interval in our rearmost intrenchmect where it crosses the 
ravine, we first saw a small heap of bodies, six Russians and two 
Frenchmen, lying on the side of the hill, having probably fallen 
within the French lines, and been collected there during the pre- 
ceding night At the point where the advanced trench meets 
ours, the ravine is, as I have before SMd, very rugged and broken, 
and those who had ridden down left their horses there. The 
first object I saw there was the body of tke Albanian leader, who 
had fallen in our trenches, borne by four of our men on a stretcher 
to the outside of the parapet, where it was received by Eussian 
soldiers. It had been partially stripped, and covered again with 
his white kilt and other drapery, leaving his feet bare, as also his 
breast, on which, as on Count Lara's, appeared the scars of seve- 
ral old wounds. In a deep gully, below the verge of our slope 
of the hill, lay a Russian on his back. He had been wounded in 
the neck, and had lain there since the night before last, suffering 
and alone, on a bed of loose stones, with his head, which he had 
pillowed on his forage-cap, lower than his body. Judging from 
Lis aspect, his case was by no means desperate. 
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at tlie call of our men, who discovered bim, flocked round Jind 
carried hira off. I crossed .the broken ground, wbicli wns 
sprinkled with dead, to the opposite side of the ravine, in front 
of the French parallel, where a crowd of Euasian and French 
officers and soldiers were infenaixed, with a good many English 
officers as spectators. The French had drawn all the Russian 
bodies outside their lines, where they were collected in one heap, 
in a spot between tie French trenches and the Russian rifle-pits. 
Some of these latter were semicircular trenches, five or six yards 
in extent, with the earth thrown up in front, surmounted by a 
row of aand-bags, and capable of holding nine or ten men ; some 
of them small screens of stone, or of a couple of gabions filled 
with earth, behind which a single rifleman was hid. The near- 
est French and Russian sharp-shooters were about seventy yards 
asunder. The French seemed to think it necessary to guard 
against surprise or breach of faith on the part of the Russians, 
and kept their trenches strongly manned, while armed parties 
were drawn up outside. 

The Russian officers not employed in the burial duty, mixed 
with the French, chatting, and exchanging cigars. The soldiers 
of the enemy looked dirty and shabby, but healthy and well fed. 
Most of them were of larger frame than the French, while the 
English surpassed both in size and stature ; the countenances of 
the Russians, short aud broad, with thick projecting lips, pug- 
nose, and small eyes, betokened a low order of intellect, cunning 
and obstinate. Many, both officers and men, wore orders and 
medals, Eetweea these groups passed and repassed the burial- 
parties, lifting each grim gory figure from its face or back, pla<!- 
ing it on a stretcher, and bearing it, with the dead legs swinging 
and dragging, and the arms vibrating stiffly fo the steps of the 
bearers, to be added to the dreadful assembly. Not one of those 
looking on could feel secure that in the next twenty-four hours 
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he would not be as one of these. About haif-way between the 
Marnmelon and the French lines was a large rifie-pit like a small 
field ivork, and near this lay another heap of bodies, probably 
ooUected by the Russians during the night Behind, at four 
hundred and fifty yards distant from m, rose the Marnmelon, its 
battery surmounted by the white flag, and the parapet lined with 
Bpectators. Next, on the left, as we looked, separated by a level 
space of five hundred yards across, slcod the Malakoff hill, with 
its ruined tower, surrounded by earthen batteries; and to our left 
of that, between it and the Redan, appeared the best built por- 
tion of the city, jutting out into the harbor. These were seen 
so close that the main features of the streets and buildings were 
dialinguishable — large barracks and other public buildings, with 
their long regular rows of windows, arched or square ; the green 
cupola of a large church ; and, on a high point, amid well-built 
houses, a handsome edifice surrounded by a colonnade like a 
Greek temple. In front of the lat^ barrack was a dark line, 
seen through a glass to bo a body of troops, and the telescope 
also revealed people walking about the streets, the arrangement 
of the gardens, and the effect of our fire upon the town, the roofs 
of the houses being broken through, and the walls thickly dotted 
with marks of shot. The masts of the inner line of ships sunk 
across the large harbor were plainly visible — one or two small 
boats were sailing about inside the obstacle. 

Crossing the ravine to the front of our right attack, I found 
the Russian dead, to the number (as one of the men employed in 
conveving them told me) of about forty, already removed. Alto- 
gether, judging from those who had fallen in our lines, and the 
bodies I had seen in front of the French, the Russians must have 
had four hundred killed in Uiis attack. As soon as the bodies 
were all conveyed within the Eusaan line of rifie-pits, cordons 
of sentries were drawn across the space between ; nevertheless 
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several Russian soldiers remained for some time araon^ our 
men, ivho seemed to regard them with a sort of ^od-humored 
patronage, calling them "Eooskies," and presenting them with 
pipes and tohacco. One of them, who, besides tobacco, got a 
brass tobacco-box, absolutely grinned with delight From this 
point of view (tte ^ound in front of the advanced batteries of 
our right attack) the whole plain undulated in every direction 
info bluffs and knolls ; every where it was bare and covered with 
short grass, plentifully dotted with gray stones. In front was the 
Redan, and nearer to us a line of screens, of gray stone, like rude 
sentry-bosea, each holding a rifleman. 

According to arrangement, the white flag was to be kept fly- 
ing in our batteries till that ia the Mammelon was lowered. At 
a quarter past three, the bodies being all removed, and the Rus- 
sians having withdrawn within their defenses, it disappeared, and 
presently the puffs from the Russian rifle-pits and French lines 
showed that the ground lately crowded witli soldiers of both 
armies working in unison was ag*ain the scene of strife. A gun 
and mortar from Gordon's battery threw shells into the work on 
the Mammelon ; the nearest French battery at Inkermann did 
the same ; the guns on the Mammelon, oppceed to the latter, 
replied ; the Malakoff guns fired on the French lines and on our 
right battery; and two 9-pounders in our right advanced work 
eent their shot bounding among the Russian rifle-pits. 

In the night the Russians connected the pits by a trench, 
which they extended to the verge of fke ravine. Thus an in- 
trenched line was formed and occupied within eighty yards of 
the French, supported by, while it covered, the Mammelon. 

During March, tie railway advanced steadily toward the 
heights. Since Admiral Boxer had taken charge of the port of 
Balaklava, convenient wharves had been built on both sides of 
the harbor. On the side opposite the town, at the Diamond 
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Whar^ great quantities of stores were landed ; a branoli of the 
railway ran to the wharf on each aide, where an artillery officer 
superintended the transmission of the guns and ammunition ti>- 
ward the camp. About the middle of the month the railway 
had advanced three-quarters of a mile up the hill beyond Ka- 
dukoi, where an engine was set up, and trains began to run ; and 
a week later all the powder landed at Balaklava was conYeycd to 
a depot still nearer the camp. At the end of the month the 
rails reached the top of the plateau, and conveyed seventy tons 
of stores per day. An electric telegraph was also established at 
head-quarters, communicating with Balaklava, with different 
parts of the camp, and with the right and left attacla. 

"We had now been half a year before Sebastopol. Coming in 
the middle of autumn, we had seen the season fade while we ex- 
pected to enter the city. At that time there had been no thought 
of wintering on the heights; our speculations were directed to 
the chances of occupying the place, or returning to Constant no- 
ple, and U> our own possession's in the Mediterranean to await 
the nest campaign, Eumor had already named the d vis ons 
which were respectively to occupy Scutari, Corfu and Malta. 
Then, unawares, came the dreary winter, and the daily s "uggle 
to maintain ourselves, amid snow, choked roads, filth and death 
The warm days of March had begun to dissipate the impressions 
of that time of misery, and it was now looked back on as a dis- 
mal dream filled with gloom, carcasses, and a nameless horror. 
Our present prospects, though much brighter, were no less dubi- 
ous. Negotiations for peace were pending, while we were pre- 
paring for another attack with incri'ased means, but with confi- 
dence diminished by former disappointment. A few days would 
see commenced, either the armistice as the prehminary of peace, 
or a bloody struggle with doubt beyond. Before our eyes was 
the great li, Sebastopol — that once taken, we could venture to 
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look forward either to a glorious return, or to a brilliant cam- 
paign. 

Though the English public, and many ia 
clined to take a gloomy view of affairs, yet U 
must have worn a iar leas promising aspect 
great provoker and conductor of the war 
alone knew the intricacies of Russian policy, and could set 
in motion the cumbrous machinery of his monarchy. There 
was no groat name now for tlie Rusaan soldiers to invoke, bo 
great reputation to look to for shelter. The garrison of Sebas- 
topol had resisted thus far successfully, it is true, though their 
constancy had never been proved by an assault, and the north 
side was still open. But the force at Eupatoria was now in- 
creased to forty-five thousand, with five thousand cavalry, and 
migh"; soon threaten their communications with Simferopol, Day 
and night our guns broke the silence, and our shot whistled 
among them ; ia the Malakoff and Mammelon alone they were 
said to lose a hundred men a day. Each day saw our works ad- 
vancing, and they knew that we were accumulating the means 
for a second attack, which, successful or not, must cause them 
t«m"ble loss. A great part of their large fleet had been sunk ; a 
war steamer, French or English, watched the harbor incessantly ; 
and our vessels passed to and fro, at all hours, in full view of the 
place, bringing supplies, troops, and regular intelligence from 
England and France, 

The remarkable event of the month was the death of the Czar, 
Happening, as it did, beyond all calculation, it seemed at first to 
cut the Gordian knot which complicated the affairs of Europe. 
Every where it was felt that a great constraining power had 
ceased; but the rehef thus brought left something for the im- 
agination to regret. In a dearth of great men he had risen tall 
and massive above the northern horizon, while in the cabinets of 
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Europe his subtlety and force were felt and actnowledgod ; in 
Lis own vast dominions he commanded not merely unquestioning 
obedience, hut universal Feneration. With far more truth than 
the Grand Monarque he might have said, " i'etof e'esi mot;" he 
was indeed embodied Eussia. The enormous power wielded by 
a single man was heightened by the mystery which surrounded 
it, and in the dissolution of the cloud-capped labric, this every- 
day world lost something of romance. 
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The woi'ts of the besiegers, though estraordinarily diffuse and 
extensive, had now assumed the appearance of regular scientific 
attacks. The batteries, no longer isolated, nor confined to one 
line, were connected hy parallels; and those in advance were 
approached hy regularly-constructed hoyaux, or zigzag trenches. 
If the reader will accompany me to a commanding point, I will 
endeavor to set before him a view of the siege operations. 

In front of the light diviaon camp, near the Woionzoff road, 
is a building marked on the plans as the picket^house, Down 
the elope beyond, and a little to the right of it, is a mortar bat- 
tery, and a hundred yards beyond the battery is a small breast- 
work of stone, covered with earth from a ditch in front, and of 
sufficient thickness to resist a shot A few spectators with fele- 
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scopes were generally stationed here, watching the desultory fire 
of the opposing batteries; and from here a more compendious 
view of the siege could he obtained than any other point. 

The town of Sebastopol is naturally the fii^st object that at- 
tracts attention, in the view of which it occupies the left center. 
First, in a baan of the slopes below you, appear three long white 
lines of building, nearly two miies and a half distant, dotted with 
numeroua windows regularly placed. The two nearest are a 
great harrack and dociyard, both on our side of the inner hai^ 
hor, the third, separated Irom them, by the inner harbor, the en- 
trance of which is just visible, contiunB arched windows, and ter- 
minates in Fort Nicholas, a low, solid-looking round tower. The 
outer harbor rises blue and clear above the third hue of building 
to where the low north shore juts out, terminating in Fort Con- 
stantine, a round tower of much larger circumference than Fort 
Nicholas. The horizon of the now blue and brightrlooking Eux- 
ine rises high into the picture above the landscape. To return 
to the town. Behind the great barrack rises a tall building with 
a turret surmounted by a lead-roofed dome and spire, and close 
by it a short column like a piece of the monument, with a bal- 
cony round the top. Beyond, near the sea, in a garden, is an- 
other low white column. To the left is the town, built on'a 
rounded eminence, half-way up the slcpo of which is a wall feuc 
ing a road which passes above the inner harbor A hr^ solid 
building faces the road; to the left of it are large gar lens and 
well-built streets and houses. Conspi nous ■anong the latter la 
a white building covered with sharp white jinnacles All the 
roofe and walla are dearly relieved against the sea. Again, as 
you turn to the left, separated by a dip m the ground, is another 
eminence, with houses of a meaner an 1 more suburban descrip- 
tion. To the left, again, are earthen batfene'' faurrouniiug the 
town, and parallel to these run the Prenth lines, furiowing ^e! 
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lowly a greenish barren-looting plain, which, in the distance, 
seems more level than it ia. In the hghb-blue water rising be- 
yond are a few Jine-of-battle ships. In the middle distance, on 
our left, the first parallel, of our left atta<:k runs toward the 
French lines, from which it is separated by tke great ravine. In 
the continuation of the parallel the right extremity of Chapman's 
Battery is visible descending the side of a knoll, with its men, 
guns, and embrasures dotting darkly the earth-colored space of 
the interior. Behind tke guns — the ground for a short distance 
renders the enemy's practice against it more uncpriam and dif- 
ficult — and a little in rear, a green mounl rises which partially 
protects from the Eussian fire those entenng the battery from 
the camp. This may close the left of the picture, the foreground 
of which consists altogether of green descending slopes sprinkled 
with stones. 

Next, in the middle distance toward the right, is our right at- 
tack (right and left attack are the names given to our two sets 
of batteries and trenches divided by the ravine, the one superin- 
tended by Major Gordon, the other by Major Chapman), where 
Gordon's battery is seen traversing the crest of a green knoll, 
and terminating in a long trench descending out of sight into a 
ravine in the middle of the picture, where it joins the French 
lines. The suburban portion of "^ebistopol forma the background 
to our right attack To the right of it, having the best built 
portion of the city for a background, is seen a long line of em- 
brasures in an earthen parapet, seemingly forming part of our 
own advanced work'*, but m reility separated from them by a 
hollow fl\e hundred yards acro-s. This is the Eedan, one of the 
formidable Russian outworks. Thi n, on the right comes the 
greea basin through which the harbor and the three long linos 
of buildings are visible. To the right of those buildings, and in 
tersected half way by the rise of the ground, is the square tower 
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called Fort Paul, terminatmg the mole whicli juta out on tie 
side of the inner harbor opposite Fort N icliolas. A low battery- 
follows the ascent of the slope which forms one side of the Mala- 
koff hill — a prominent object, constituting, with. the Manimelon 
on its right, the center of the view. The ruined tower of the 
MaJakofii half of which is pulled down, contains two large aper- 
tures ; aroimd stretches an earthen parapet pierced with embra- 
sures, and surrounded on the slope outside with a dark line of 
abattis, or obstacles made of felled trees and pointed stakes. Be- 
tween the spectator and the Malakoff can he traced the winding 
course of the ravine, whici, after separating our lines from those 
of the French in front of the Mammelcin, turns to the left toward 
the inner harbor. In the dip between the MalakofT and Mam- 
melon the masts of two large ships, lying in the great harbor, are 
seen, The Mammelon is a low hill flattened at the top, crowned, 
Jiko the Malakoff, with batteries, but haying the embrasures 
wider apart. Its slopes, sweeping toward the spectator, are dot- 
ted with the screens of stone behind which the Russian nflemen 
are posted, and are crossed by the advanced French parallel, 
lined with tirailleurs. The puffs of smoke between the int i^ron- 
ista are frequent. To the right of the Mammelon, tht. ground 
fells, disclosing a peep of the upper end of the harbor, then it 
rises again to two consecutive hills a mile from the spectator, 
each crowned with a yellow line of earth forming a battery ; 
that on the right is the hill where the struggle took place be- 
tween the French and Russians on the 23d of February. Again, 
to the right, is tlie top of a French battery in front of Inker- 
mann. It is somewhat indistinct, as a descending green s!ope 
intervenes, but the smoke of a gun reveals it, and the shell bursts 
over the Mammelon, while the rush of its course is still reaching 
the ear. The Mammelon replies ; a gun and mortar in our right 
atfaek drop their shells into the work ; the Malakoff supports its 



IpyGOOgIC 



viBW or THE WORKS. l'?7 

companion by a couple of shells, which graze the crest of our 
parapet, and knocldng up little clouds of dust as they go, burst 
fer up the hill-side. A mortar near the Malakoff pitches a shell 
into the parapet of our advanced parallel ; it rolls over and ex- 
plodes; a commotion is visible through the glass, and presently 
two wounded men are borne past to the camp — one struck in the 
cheek, the other having his leg shattered. Presently a tremendous 
explosion close behind makes an unprepared spectator start; an- 
other follows — the two 13-inch mortars have been fired. With 
a rush like a whirlwind the two great shells are burled up into 
the sky, growing small as ericke^balls and audible when no 
longer seen. As the sound ceases, two clouds of dust rise in the 
Malakoff— the shells have stopped there: another moment, and 
two columns of smoke rise and are slowly dispersed— both shells 
have burst in the work. 

Turning to the right, so as to complete the half circle; you see 
on the next bill the Victoria Kedoubt, made and held by the 
Pi'encb, with an indented line of trench in front of it. 

Up to the right center of the view the sea forms the horizon, 
but between the Mammelon and the new Eussian battery on the 
bill, the country north of the Balbet and Ealcha rivers, jutting 
into capes, takes up the line of the horizon, and continues it 
nearly on the sea-level. 

The land north of the harbor, forming the distance of two 
thirds of the picture, is intersected in every direction by roads. 
To reveal the details the md of a telescope is required. Begin- 
ning at Fort Constantine, the line of the land is broken for some 
distance by earthen forts, which are marked on the plains, Sie- 
vemaia being the most extensive. In the dip between the Malar 
koff and the Mammelon appears a low hill over the harbor, sur- 
mounted by a field-wort encompassed by roads. Not far from 
this is a vast burying-ground, cont^ning apparently t 
8* 
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of graves. To the right of the Mammelon, on the cliff above the 
harbor, are rows of buildings lite barracks, with, a camp for six 
battalions behind. Inland, the plains and hills grow hare and 
wild, and are traversed by the Simferopol road, along which may 
be seen advancing to the town a large convoy of wagons escorted 
by troops. All along the edge of the cliff which borders the 
harbor, and the marsh at the liead of it, parties of Russians may 
be seen working at batteries and intrenchments. 

Having thus taken a general view, let us enter the works 
themselves. The ravine on the right of tbe mortar-battery is 
close, though unseen, and a few minutes' walk conducts to it. 
Here, on both sides, are rows of graves, on one of which two or 
three men are now employed with pickax and shovel. Passing 
these, the ravine (the same in which Captain Craigie was killed) 
winds, deepening as it goes, betiveen its green banks sprinkled 
with fragments of gray rock. Presently you meet a party of 
Frenchmen bearing a covered form on a stretcher. You stop 
one to ask if it is a wounded man ? " Monsieur, il est mort" — 
he has been killed by a splinter in the parallel. The next turn 
shows the right bank of the ravine ahead, covered with the re- 
it forms of French soldiers, forming a strong picket, ready, 
', to reanforce those in the trenches. Near these the 
end of our first parallel meets the ravine, and you enter it, eaat^ 
ing first a glance to the right, where, high above, a glimpse of 
the Malakoff, with its guns, a mile off, is disclosed. 

All the trenches are nearly of the same description— ^two or 
three yards wide and two or three feet deep, with the earth 
thrown up to form a parapet toward the enemy. Sometimes the 
soil is clayey, but oftener bedded with stone, through which the 
workmen have painfully scooped a cover. After walking some 
hundred yards, you find two guns stationed on their platforms in 
the trench which, widened here, and its parapet heightened and 
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strengthened witt gabions and sand-bags, becomes a battery. 
Piles of shot are close to the guns, and a ttick mass of earlh 
crossing the trench contaJBs the magazine. Through the em- 
brasures or ojicniiigs in the parapet, which the guns Are from, 
the Mammelon is visible, and these are the guns which you just 
now saw firing on it. Next, you come to a mortar-battery, where 
the parapet is very sohd, and so high that the enemy's work is 
not visible to those working the pieces, which are directed by 
two iron rods, called pickets, stuck upright in the parapet, in 
iiont of the mortar. These being placed one before the other so 
that they form but one object when the eye is directed from be- 
hind them on the work, they are so left; a white line is made 
dona the exact middle of the mortar, by a chalked cord stretch- 
ed an J ripped along it ; and an artilleryman standing behind the 
mortar holding before his eye a string with a plummet attached, 
causes the mortar to be shifted till the string coincides with both 
pitkefi and with the white line on the morfar, which is then 
correctly aimed without the necessity of seeing the object 

Then tome more guns, separated by traverses or masses of 
earth £ced with gabions or sand-bags: the presence of these 
generally ihows that the battery or trench containing them is in 
the jafh of the enemy's shot, to the course of which they form 
olstacles The embrasures here look on the Malakoff. As you 
regard it a cloud of smoke is pufled from one of its embrasures 
— the report is followed by a rushing noise, and a shell, dashing 
over the parapet near you, buries itself in the ground a few yards 
behind the battery. All in its neighborhood stoop to avoid the 
splinters ; after a moment it bursts in a cloud of earth and smoke, 
and the splinters whirr and jar around. Plenty of pieces of shells 
— some new, some rusted — are lying about, and the ground is 
1 with the graze of shot. Here and there you see 
■ur own guns half buried in the soil — it has either 
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burst, or been struck by the enemy's shot, and rendered un- 
servieeable. 

A trench, branching from the first parallel, leans toward the 
second. This approach, or rather series of approaches, is of zig- 
zag form, the branches in one direction having the parapet on 
the right, the others on the left. Traverses are frequent here, 
and the necessity for them is shown by the oec^onal singing 
of a bullet, and the marks where round shot have grazed parallel 
to the trench, and close to itn There are no batteries in these 
trenches, as tliey loot obliquely on the enemy's works; but in a 
trench tlirown out from one of them a mortar-battery is placed. 
Further on are the two field-guns looking on the rifle-pita in froat 
of the Mammelon. 

Turning to the left, up a steep trench where tlie parapet ia 
higher, you have to walk circumspectly to avoid treading on the 
sleeping soldiers who guard the work, their arms loaded and with 
bayonets fixed, leaning agmnst the parapet This is the point 
where the Kusaians penetrated on the night of the 22d of March ; 
and on the left of it is the magazine into which the Albanian 
leader of the sortie discharged his pistol in a desperate attempt 
to blow it up the moment before he was killed. Close lo this is 
the battery, and the parallel beyond it is lined with soldiers, some 
of whom are pointing their rifles through sand-bag loop-holes at 
the enemy's riflemen, whom, through these loop-holes, you may 
discern behind their screens of stone ; beyond them, five hundred 
yards ofl", rises the Eedan, a dark Une of earth broken by embrar 
sures, where the guns are viable. The complaining sound of the 
bullets is frequent here, and follows you at intervals along the 
zigzags by which you return to the first parallel of the right 
attack, which terminates in the ravine where the "Woronzofl' road 

Crossing this ravine, you gain the paraJial of the left attack, 
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Tvliicli leads into Cbapman's Battery. This is similar to tlie 
other, but more substantial, owing to tlie soil being easier to 
work in. From its embrasures you see tho Redan, and a range 
of batteries extending from it, near which are numbers of small 
white hov-ek Lower down the slope is the Russian Barrack 
Battery, some of whose guns bear on us, some on the French 
across the ravine. The buildings of the city are seen to great 
advantage from here. On the opposite aide of the ravine stands 
the Flag-staff Battery, or Bastion du Mat, protecting the town — 
and, close in front of it, the advanced French parallel. At inter- 
vals, lower down toward the wafer, are posted other batleries, 
the chief being that known as the Garden Battery— part of 
which, as well as some guns of the Flag-stalF, look on our left 
attack. 

The first parallel of the left attack terminates on the great 
ravine, and advanuing along the rocky ledge of it for two hundred 
yards, you reach another parallel, from which branch off ap- 
proaches leading to the advanced works. Passing along these, 
you frequently see yourself under the guns of the Flag-staff 
Battery, but it is not worth its while to fire at individuals. At 
length our most advanced work is reached — a battery solid and 
compact, whose embrasures are as yet unopened. In the trenches 
to the right and left the parapets are lined with our sharp-shootera 
watching their opportunity from the loop-holes. Looking 
through one of these, you find yourself just above the end of the 
inner harbor. Across the ravine below the Flag-staff Battery are 
riflemen, wBo fire, some on these trenches, and some on the ad- 
vanced lines of the French. 

Returning to the end of the second parallel, you descend the 
high rocky precipice to the great ravine, which is here dirided 
into two ; the left, and shoitest, would conduct you to our engi- 
neers' camp near the third division ; the windings of the other 
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and more considerable, lead to a distant point on the plateau. 
Both lie deep and gloomy between tlieir ronky sides, where lay- 
ers of gray stono, hollowed by fissures and caves, support a grassy 
plain, whose green border peers over the verge. Tlie bottom of 
the ravine, wMch resembles the dry Ijed of a river, is threaded 
by a broken pathway, where shot and shells, fired from the Rus- 
sian batteries on each side, he in extraordinary quantities, causing 
the smaller ravine, which forms the ordinary approach to our 
works, to be called the VaEey of tte Shadow of Death, 

At the point of junction in the full widti of the valley stfmd 
the ruins of a white house on a knoll. This was once a pleasant 
spot surrounded with vineyards and g'ardens : a remarkably fine 
willow, shading a well close by, was uprooted in the storm of the 
14th of November. Crossing by this house, you see at the top 
of the further precipice an Enghsh battery of three guns, chmb- 
ing to which you find yourself looking down on the head of the 
inner harbor, where the Russian batteries are posted to defend 
the approach. Going along the ledge of roek, you enter the 
French parallel which conducts to trenches and batteries, at first 
much hke ours, but, as they approach the place, of more solid 
and elaborate construction. The rearmost trenches, Hke our own, 
are unguarded and sohtary ; but the more advanced are fiill of 
soldiers, smoking, sleeping, or playing at cards, and piteh-and- 
toss. In an advanced battery are several French ofBcers on duty 
with their men, and one or two of them offer to accompany you. 
Goinif to the end of the parallel, you find yourself on the verge 
of the ravine looking down on the inner harbor ; the bridge of 
boats is at no great distance, with planks Iwd from one to the 
other by which the Russians are crossing ; in the yard of the 
arsenal close to the water are piles of cannon-shot. Just under- 
neath, in the bed of the ravine, is a Russian cemetery full of 
whit* and black crosses, and riflemen are posted in it behind 
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stones. One of the French officers, in his anxiety to point out 
all that may be seeD, gefs out of the trench and stands behind it, 
looking over the parapet, till a friendly corporal tells him that a 
bullet from the cemetery has shortly before struck just where he 
stands, when he gets down again into the trench, very deliberate- 
ly, however, lest the credit of the ffrande nation should be im- 
paired in the eyes of their allies. The bullefs which pa3,s over 
here come from the sharp-shooters already seen from the advance 
of our left attack. In the third, or most advanced French parallel, 
the parapet is very high and solid, being overlooked by the 
Easliondu Mat, which stands on a high hill opposite, distant less 
than one hundred and fifty yards, as you may see by looking 
through one of the loop-holes ; taking care, however, not to look 
too long, as one of the riflemen opposite would think it no groat 
feat to send, from his ambuscade eighty yards oiF, a bullet into 
the three inches square of space between the sand-bags. The 
riflemen here were a short time ago in the habit of diverting 
themselves by sticking up bottles on the parapet for their oppo- 
nents to fire at. Our commanding engineer, looking through a 
loop-hole here one day, to survey the place, found a great num- 
her of bullets striking near him, and, hearing a suppressed 
chuckle from our worthy allies behind, he looked up, and found 
they had silently placed a bottle on the parapet over hia head. 
This they considered a very capital joke indeed, and wanting 
nothing except a bullet through the general's head to render it 
quite Buccessful. 

In the parapet of a trench near is a portal sis feet square, 
opening on a steep path descending into the earth. An officer 
outside tells you it is forbidden to enter here, but the sergeant 
who accompanies you obtains the peiinission of the engineer 
officer, and, descending, beckons you on. The passage narrows 
to Httle more than a yaid square, along which you crawl for a 
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184 8T0KT OF THE OA^PAIGH. 

considerable distance. A few mea are squatting in tlie gallery, 
wiiieli is lit at intervals by candles. The beat grows stifling as 
you advance, and the roof seems ready to close on you. The 
rifle-shots, Frencli and Eusaans, arc now crossing each otiier un- 
heard above you ; and, a few yards iartlier on, you are actually 
beneath tbe enemy's ramparts. The sappers working here can 
never be sure that in the nest minute the Russians, delving " a 
yard below their mine," will not "blow them to fie moon," as 
Hamlet says — or pour upon them, through a sudden aperture, 
Bulpliurous vapors — or drown them with torrents of water. You 
breathe more freely after emerging from tlie narrow gallery of 
the French mine. 

The batteries in the parallel are beautifully finished, high, 
solid, and carefully riveted. The guns have been removed from 
tbe opposing Russian battery, having been rendered unavailable 
by the proximity of the French marksmen, 

A long walk through the trenches conducts you bact to the 
first parallel, which you can quit near an inclosed field, in which 
stands a small house with a bell on the top, known as the Maison 
de Cloeheton, wiere a French guard is posted. A road from 
hence traverses the French camps. 

Perusing tbe foregoing chapter with Hie aid of a plan, the 
reader may perhaps form some idea of the aspect of the ground 
before and around S 
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WORKS JUST ISSUED. 



VISITS TO EUROPEAN CELEBItiTlES. By William B. SpiiAGrK, D. D. 

12mo. Cloth. fl.OO. Second Edition. 

The first edition of tliia work was exhausted within 8 abort time after ita publica- 
tioa. It coDsista of a series of Peiaonal Sketches, d,a^n from life, of many ot the 
most distlngnlsbed men and women of EuTope, with whom tbe author hecame 
acquainted In (he course of seversl European tours; Edward Irving, Hawland Hill, 
Wiil>erforce, Jay, Robert Hall, John Foster, Hannah More, Gnlzet, Louis I'liilippe, 
SiEmondl,Tholuck, <ie«euiua, Nesnder, Humboldt, l^cke, Bogers, Campbell, Joanna 
Baillie, John Pye Smith, Amelia Opio, Dr. l^isej, Mrs. Sherwood, Maria JMgeworth, 
John Gait, Dr. Wardlaw, Dr. Chalmers, Sir David Brewster, Lord Jeffrey, l-rolissor 
Wilson, (Kit North,) SooUiey, and others, are here portrayed as the author saw them 

ing the Sketches are the AUTOGBArBS of each of the personages demribed. This 

and uot weared by reading, the book will prove to be a moat agreeable companion. 
The poblfc press of all shades of opinion, Korth and South, have given it a most flat- 
tering reception. 

THE STORY OF THE CAMPAIGS. A Complete Narrative of the War in 
Southern Russia. Written in a Tent in the Crimea. By Major E. Britce 
Hamlet, Author of "Lady Lee's Widowhood." 12mo. Thick. Fiiiited 
Papsr Covers. 37+ Cents. 

Conimis.—Tbe Eendezvous — The Movement to the Crimea — First Operations in 
the Crimea— Battle of the Alma— The Battle-field— The Katch a and Uie Balbek — 
The Flank Marcli — Occupation of Balaklava— The Fosition before Sebastopol- 
Commencement of the Siege— Attack on Balaklava— First Action oflnkermann — 

theBosphorus— Exculpatory— Progress of IheSlego— The Burial Truce- View of 
the Works. 

This was flrat published in Hackwood's Magaume, in which form it has attracted 
Europe that bas yet appeared. The author ie an officer of rank ui the lirilish army, 

•a the author of the fascinating story of "lady Lee's Widowhood." By his proits- 
eion of arms, by his actual participation in the confiict, and by his literary abilities, 
he is qualified in a rare degree, for tlie task he has undertaken. The expectations 

brief, ftagmentary, interrupted, and irresponsible newspaper notices of the war, thfa 
book win flimish a ihll, complete, graphic, and perlictly reliable account from the 
begiiming. Should the author's lliS be spared, iiislilstory of future operations will 
follow, and will he issued by the publishers uniform with the present volume, 

EOGET'S THESAURUS OP ENGLISH WORDS. A New and Improved 

Edition. 12mo. Cloth. SI .60. 

This edition is based on the last London edition (jurt issued.) The first 
American edition having been prepared by Dr. Sears, for strictly educational pur- 
poses, those words and phrases, property termed " vulgar," incorporated mto the 
original work, were omitted, Kegret having been expressed by critics and scholars, 

edition the expurgated portions have been restored, but by such an arrangement at 

Besides this, there wjli be unportaot additions of words and phrases not hi the Eng- 
lish editiim, makhig tlife, therefore, In all respects, more foil and perftCt than the 
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CHAMBERS'S WOEKS. 



CHAMBERS'S HOME BOOK AND POCKET MISCELLANY. Con- 
Unm,f » CliciM Sflecli™ of imeresliiig and Insaucute Ke=d,ne fw ths Old and Ih, 
Young. BiinJa. 16ino,clglll, 3,00. 

Siuiitl Eu Ih* hohils of Ota fount people o' borh feXH. — ScfentiJfs A-nerican, 
£alh nn CDterti^Dlng mod iDrtnictlve vorlr, u Lt li certnliily h YurJ cheap on?. - J^vFjtan Recorder. 

Th«-ChEiniben nre coni^sBed]/ llip teat catprcni for pcppidflr and ueefal TeoiLiD^ [n ae world. — 



moHB. ChftmlHM, of EdInbDTf h, bare bvMmfl (iinioiiff vhrrever (he En^li^Ti Isn^un^ m ppotcn 

which bor* the saiictiDii of lli^r ttoniHt whoae moral tpnjenry woa in the Icaal decree iiiiesLioitjtblE. 
Thej comUiLO utffl-nfion ^Llh ttmncment, and IhiDusboul they Imothe a apViit of Uie piuHt mon^ 



Ifetl; ahceli. aimilBC in ilyle. HE 
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HUGH MILLER'S WOEKS. 

MY IIRST IMPRESSIONS 

OF ENGLAND AND ITS PEOPLE. 

Br Hugh Mji.lek, author of "Old Red Sandslonc," " Footpricts of tho 



ilUlmdrhi. inEl 


.sl«d.- 


' wia«;jf^ 


«Jp../7»J. 






bonk, wonhr °f Oa 




Ih. F«tpri 


iiBofth.CTo 


.torMdlhtOW 










Icstripliun.lhi 


J Hine ininnlcoc! 








M i«Jll pi 














uit' 11 Isilma 


rt]inp«sItlelo:= 


ijlbEbod 






u lli^wiU 


umtcOBlpUm 


















UranhiclrelchMot 








,Ln..ek>qneii«..T 


idot.«m 


olculuedlDiccciltl 






lishtfulmaii 


,^mrins.-™u. 


i«pur«-. 


»urinE«ia:nnru=' 


HVB tKok 


.bysmiilei 


hand. -Dc-t-otnUiclUcUa. 




ihli-orkpiovHlhl 




lheF»tprii 


ila of Ihe Cioitor. one of the m 


«to.^n. 


crfu1»ri«notlhti 


















BnslilhlW.MCC 




,gcnenU«ii 1 la con 


iprthma 




.OtpoUliHj,. 




..^ptalio 






ofltapMj* 


P.VUl^KDVei 


■llial,inlliliioli 








hujnbb! men nuly.- »i>;iuly wiiriQut Lit raagk-" Each hh observer mi^ht beeipECbsd bp bHntrloTlev 
Atiunuaitd things ankiiowiiH or porlially kaovn belbre r and ubund&nll/ ilws he fulfil thiA «peclm- 

KEW WOEK. 

MY SCHOOLS AND SCHOOLMASTERS; 
OK THE STORT OF MY EDUCATION. 
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A PILGRIMAGE TO EGYPT; 

EMBRACIXG A DIARY OF EXPLORATION'S ON THE KILE, 
WITH OBSEliVATIOSS, illii-strativo of tlie Manners. Customs, and 
). V. U. SHiIU, >I. D., Eiliwr of llw liuslun Medical aud iiuruicid Journal. Willi uu- 

Tlierf iBR lifelllie 1nt«HiC In th«iiiiTniaTeB and deKTlptlonv nf Dr. Smil^'fl pen, vhlch UVea Jon 
dli¥cllr mionq with the tnVtflUr, vj tliot whon he t\OBva a cha^tct you feci that you havQ r^clkvd 



a frv|>1iU pen. The m 



it Ki^-pt ii : and wirTi propheCIc a 



I nne of tha jpYljhtltrit onlliora In Amftlf a. end thl« itorV la "orlhr of hU pen. 1 

I of penple end minneii ere marrellnuily lifelike, end If the hsok it not a Utile tot 
f inenna wnntins. m BubfltautlBl Jllfi>iDiatJon and pHIient t«HarclL — CA. jR^iui'n'. 
mdKt complete and perfect hooluoTt^e kind ever pohliBhedjlntToduciiifBnfii* 

tra huvereoilon £«ypL,we^iet^lhtB. It goe» aliead of SteplmnA'a. Keodcr.*^ 

oil neither a rehaih of snide booki, nor a condensed Tnenniiatlon of hei(lit< on! 
flrkion Egrphan anUquitlea. It contain! the dally obiervatloni of a nin»t inlell 
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TUE CRriSE OF THE HORTII STAR: 

A NAEKATIVE OF THE EXCUESION MADE BY MR. VANDEEBILT-S 
PARxy, IN THE STEAM YACHT, ia her Voyaj-e to England, Russia, 
Denmark, France, Spain, Italy, Malta, Turkey, Madeira, etc. By Rev. JouN 
OVERTUN CiroiiLGB, D. D. Witt tlegant lUuBtrationa, and fine Likenesses 
of Commodare Vandetbilt and Capt. Eldiidge. I'^mo, cloth, gilt backa and 
Eidea. $1.60. 



ortli Star was din^rtnit ttraa an ordinary trip to Europe. We need not 

AmedccuL people ought to be proud of, And grateful te, CemeUua Tanderl 
one more (lian a dozen presidents Lo give America a respccLed name in Ei 
r boy, he has stiown by bis history nhat t^Kuities American Institutions ha 
i^iial enlcrprlse. Havli^, by his masterly ealerprlee, acquired a prince 
erbilt, the past year. In a yacht of tils own, built expressly Ihr tJke purpoBi 

; he neoti his yacht enlerprlse nas the theme of general comment- E' 
prise liears a niitlDnal clLoracler. In the person of Cornelius Yanderbilt. A 
told Ibe people of Bnrope what It Could do. The de^re to get tills cnrlous 
^at iha.1 the whole of ihe first edition went oft hi two days : — Star of the W 

mlliled " Young Americans Abroad," will be glad to learn rbat here Is ai 

Le^ Hunt. — then put in anotlier shelf, Ajid place tliis one on it — Methwi 



— ^D^n Transcript. 



y-t GmriBT dt Srigiitrer. 
e In lid undi'i'taldni!, was almost national In lis anticlpo- 
ind atlalinuentj emhieotly qnsUf^ hhn lOr the task. — 
1 make so mnEnllleent an Kicnrsion as Mr. TanderMll. 



■he whole world lias heard of Mr. Vandetbilt and his nietchless racht, — his pleas 

alnlng alter the sublime, and stranding Ln the " liiAh-J^iutln,^ Uiat cliaraclerize tli 
Lhe iourist generally. — . (SiicoQO Advertiser. 

im^nlflcent water excursions that ever was made. — Nmialie Co. Demoerat- 
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THE PREACHER AND THE KING; 

OR, BOL-RDALOUE IN THE COURT OF LOUIS XIV. 
Being an Account of that distinguished Era. Translated from the Trench 
GEORSEPoTTa, D.D., New Yoik. ISmo, cloUi, 1,85. 









— ^nfulo jUd™. M:^ 









he ii nblfl 10 rtprtdUM a lift-like ^clurt of HKdelJ ml lh« Court of Ihe Grand Mooansh. — .^i 
A vorkiTlklch we KcommpDd (o aU, Bi pwaesdns mn Interert.— .Brf^fo f;^. £:tpr«se. 



THE PRIEST AUD THE HUGtJENOT ; or Persecution in (he AsO 

A Sermon in Ihe D^ert Ttansiatod from the F.eneh of L. Busgebeb, aulhor of 
"ThePreacherand the King." S vol=. IBmo, clolH. jp- .^ »™ FFor*. 
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IMPORTA NT NEW WORKS. 

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE Social and ladividual. By Petee Bayne, A. M. 

12010. Cloth. $1 25 

CoaUni! rAKTl SrATENE-TP J The Inaividual Life. II. The Social Lite. 

Takt II. ElfOeiTIOf AMD II,I.D8TttATIOH. Book I. Oaislianiln tha Basis of 
Social Life. I. First I'riniiplea II Howard; and tlierise of Philauthropj. III. 
Wilberfarce; and the development of FhiUiillirO|if. IV. Budg<at; the Christian 
Frteman. V.TheaocialproblemoI Iheage.andOD 



Introdncloiy : s few 
Words on Modern Donbt. H. Joljn Foster. III. Thomas Arnold. IV. Thomas 
Chalmera. Paet III. OoTiooK. I. The Fosilive Fhilosophy. U. raniheistio 
Spiritual iijin. UI. tieoeral Conclusion. 

Particdlab atlenliun is invited to this work. In Scotland, its publication, during 
the last winter, produced a great sensation. Hugh Miller made It the subject of an 
elaborate review in hia paper, the Edinburgh IViftMsj^ and gave hie readers to under- 
stand that it was an eKtraordlnary work. The"Ntv/6cflKe CSurcAts," the monthly 
organ of the Scottish Free Churoli, was equally emphatic in its praise, prononncine 
it " the religious book of Uie season." Strikingij original In plan and brilliant in 
execution, it l^r surpasses Ih^expectationa raised by the somewhat ikmiliar title. It 
is. in truth, a hold onslaught (and the Brst of the kind) upon the Pantheism of Carlyie, 
Fiohle, etc., by an ardent admirer of Carlyloj and at the same thne an exhibition of 
the Cbrislian Life, in its inner principle, and as illnstraled in the lives of Howard, 
Wilherforce, Bndgett, I'oster, Chalmers, etc. The brilliancy and vigor of the author's 
stjle are remarkable. 



Great Teacher," " Mammon," " Pre-Adamltc Earth," " Man Primeval," etc. 

12mo. Clotli. $1.25. 

This Is the third and laatofaserles, by the same author, entitled "Contributions 
to Theological Science." The plan of this merles is highly original, and thus tar has 
been mostsuccesatully executed. Of thefliattwolntheserle8,"Pre-Adainile Earth," 
and " Man Primeval," we have already issued four and dvo editions, and the demand 

author's illness, and the pressure of his duties be President of New College, St. John's 
Wood. Weshall Issue Itfromadvancedshcctsfalargeportionofwhlchhavealready 

GOD REVEALED IN NATURE AND IN CHRIST: Including a Refutation 
of the Development Theory containaii in the " Vestiges of the Natural History 
of Creation." By the Author of " The Philosophi of the Pwb of Sal- 
vation." I2mo. Cloth. $1.2S. 

The author of that rcmarkaWe book, " The Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation," 
has devoted several jeara of inceaaant labor to the preparalion of this work. Without 
being speciilcally controversial, its aim is to overthrow several of the popular errors 
of the day, by establishing the antagonist truth upon an impregnable basie of reason 

plausihlj' hiculcated by certain eminent wrilera, it demonstrates the necessity of an 
external, objeotive revelation. Especially, itfuraishesBnew,and as It is conceived, 
a conclusive argument against the ^* devetopmejit iheory'^ ao ingeniuusi j maintained 
in the" VesHgesofthe Natural History of Creation." As this author do<s not pub. 

work will he one of unusual interest and i-alue. His former book has met with the 
most signal success in both bemispheros, having passed through numerous editions 
in England and Scotland, and been tranaUted into four of the European languages 
besides- It Is nl^o about to be translate into the Hinrtoo^iao^e tougu?. {laj 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 



HTSTORY OF CHURCn MUSIC IN AMERICA. Ti-eatins of its pecnll 
arities at different periods ; its legitimate uae and its abase ; witli Critioismi, 
Cursory Bemarlo, and Notices relating to Composers, Teaohers, Schools, 
Clioirs, Societies, Conventions, Books, els. By Nathaniel D. Gould, Author 
of " Soeial Harmony," " Cliureii Harmony," " Sacred Minstrel," eto. Itoio, 
elotb. 75 cents. 
«S- To III inteteated In eWrcli ni«slc (and wSo \b not interested) Uila wort wiH be fbnnd to 



COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS OF Wnj.IAM COWPER ; with n, Lift 
and Critical Notices ot his Writings. On olcar type, with new and elegant 
Illuatrattods on steal. 16mo, cloth, $1.0D ; fine cloth, gilt, SI.25. 



MI7.TON'9 POETICAL WORKS. With Liife and elegant IlluBtrationa. 

IGmo, olotli, $1.00 ; fine doth, gilt, $1.25. In prtss. 

e^- Tlie atove poetical worlts, br sUndard authors, are Bli or nnllbrm size and style, prinled 
on line iiaiier, ftom clear, distinct tjpe, with new ailS clCEanl iUualtations, rlchlr Imnnci In Ital! 

Voited States Eiploriiig E^peditiaii, imdci eommiind of Charles WilbeB, JJ. S, n, 
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